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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVE Lopr- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replics are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ccn- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, will be held 
in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 





} 





which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
ee matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, 
t.C. 2. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. | 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. ‘he information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickiy as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ao og Te Intelligence}, 78, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


44.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commer-zial 


| 








and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Develupment and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The i’ederation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘“‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. " 
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The Board of Trade. 
THE COAL OUTPUT. 


A SERIOUS DEFICIENCY. 


The Coal Controller issues the following figures, which 
show a further serious falling off in the estimated 
output of coal during the first 36 weeks of this year 
compared with the output during the corresponding 
period of last year. The net shortage is nearly 15% 
million tons, or about 8°8 per cent. 








Period. Output of coal 

1918 1917 

1918 tons tons 
lst four weeks ended Feb 2nd ....... 18,826,700 20,430,600 
2nd four weeks ended Mar. 2nd ...... 19,141,600 19,881,500 
3rd four weeks ended Mar. 30th ... 18,759,700 19,840,400 
4th four weeks ended Apl. 27th ... 17,698,400 18,659,200 
5th four weeks ended May 25th ...... 16,856,800 20,092,600 
6th four weeks ended June 22nd...... 17,791,800 18,727,300 
7th four weeks ended July 20th ... 15,780,300 18,982,800 
8th four weeks ended Aug. 17th 16,042,200 17,769,200 


9th four weeks ended Sept. 14th ... 17,724,600* 19,482,600 





158,622,100 173,866,200 
158,622,100 





*Provisional. Deficiency 15,244,100 





It will be observed that for the four weeks ended 
14th September it is estimated that 17,724,600 tons 
of coal were raised at mines in the United Kingdom, 
as against 19,482,600 tons during the corresponding 
period of 1917—a shortage of 1,758,000 tons. It is 
estimated that on account of disputes at collieries the 
output of nearly 435,000 tons of coal was lost. The 
stocks of coal at mines and in trucks on 14th September 
of this year were about three-quarters of a million tons 
less than at the corresponding date of last year. 
1,602,400 more tons of coal were raised in the four 
weeks ended 14th September this year compared with 
the output in the previous four weeks to 17th August 
this year, an increase of from 4 to 5 per cent. 

The output has steadily improved during the last 
three months, partly owing to the return of miners 
from the Army, to the stoppage of the holiday season, 
and to a decline in the influenza epidemic, yet the 
demand for coal is greater than ever. Although the 
domestic rationing system is now in full operation, 
and the public is loyally responding to the demand 
for the most drastic economy in the consumption of 
fuel and light, the Coal Controller is faced with extra 
demands for many millions of tons of coal for the re- 
quirements of the advancing Allied Armies, for the 
Navy, and for the manufacture of munitions. Even 
if peace were to come quickly, there is no prospect of 
a solution of the coal problem other than the economical 
one. It is gratifying to report that the miners in 
many counties are responding to the appeal for in- 
creased output. 

During the four weeks ended 14th September of this 
year notable improvements were shown in the number 
of days worked by the miners in the following counties: 





Days Days 

per per 
week week 
Haddington ............ I, OU i a i 0-49 
EE. dvpincdenkenten 0-58 Edinburgh ............... 0-48 
SS EP Pe ae 0-57 Northumberland ...... 0-46 
eee 0-52 Carmarthen ............ 0:43 





COAL ECONOMY EXHIBITION. 


On Monday, 18th November, a great Fuel Economy 
Exhibition will be opened in Trafalgar Square, organised 
by Lady Rhondda’s “‘ Win the War ’’ Committee. The 
object is to show people how to economise their coal 
and light rations by making use of the means to hand 
without having recourse to expensive patent appliances. 
No materials will be used which cannot easily be ob- 
tained in an ordinary household. The Exhibition will 
be open for a week, and on each day an expert will 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





lecture on practical means of economising. In addi. 
tion, there will be demonstrations of the manufacture 
and use of hayboxes with substitutes for the hay, now 
so difficult to obtain, and in the home manufacture of 
firebricks—at a total cost of 10s. per ton—out of coal] 
dust and ordinary dustbin rubbish, which in the ordi- 
nary way the householder pays to have removed, 
People will also be shown how to make firebrick moulds, 
and how to block up their grates and to convert them 
into “‘ Victory ’’ grates. 

There will be an expert in daily attendance who will 
answer questions, and anyone who sends in a query 
in advance to the Secretary, ‘‘ Win the War ’’ Com. 
mittee, Public Trustee’s Office, Kingsway, W.C.2, may 
have the reply embodied in a pamphlet which is being 
prepared for distribution at the Exhibition. The Mayors 
of Provincial Towns are being invited to attend the 
Exhibition with a view to organising similar demonstra- 
tions on their own market squares, and to instituting 
local enquiry bureaux, where local queries may be dealt 
with and practical help in economising given. 





EFFECT OF LOSS OF TIME. 
Sir Albert Stanley, President of the Board of Trade, 


in reply to a question in the House of Commons on 
Monday, said :—- 


The estimated total tonnage of coal lost through short 
time in collieries west of Cardiff during the past six months 
is 200,000 tons on an output of about 3} million tons during 
that period. Most of this loss has occurred during the past 
few weeks. It is hardly correct to say that the anthracite 
collieries in West Wales are only working some three days 
per week, As a matter of fact the greatest loss of time so 
far recorded was in the week ending 12th October, when the 
anthracite collieries lost on an average somewhat less than 
one winding shift each. The loss of time is due to shortage 
of shipping, which necessarily affects more particularly the 
western part of the coalfield in view of the demands of the 
Admiralty and the Allies for the better classes of coal 
produced in the eastern part of the coalfield so far as these 
are obtainable. The acute situation which has recently 
arisen is being dealt with by diversion to South Wales of 
tonnage which would otherwise go to other districts and by 
an increase so far as possible in the transport of coal inland 
as to which the Controller of Coal Mines is in communication 
with the railway companies with a view to the provision of 
the best possible facilities. 





HONORARY FINANCIAL ADVISER TO THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 

The President of the Board of Trade has asked Sir 
William Plender to act as Honorary Financial Advisor 
to the Board of Trade, and Sir William has undertaken 
to do so. It will be his duty to advise the Board on 
matters relating to their financial administration, in- 
cluding the financial aspect of any business matters 
which are or may hereafter come under their control. 





THE CENSUS OF HORSES. 


The administration of the Horses (Rationing) Order 
and the Hay and Straw Order and the military and 
civilian requirements render it necessary to procure 
more up-to-date information than is afforded by the 
Census of Horses taken last year. The Board of Trade 
have accordingly made an Order under the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations, which was printed in full 
in the ** Board of Trade Journal ’”’ on the 24th October, 
requiring every person in Great Britain who owns any 
horse, mule or ass to supply particulars thereof on a 
prescribed Census Form. The particulars are to relate 
to the first Sunday in November. 

As on the former occasion, the Census Forms will, 
so far as possible, be distributed to owners by the police, 
but any owner who has not received a form by 6th 
November should apply for a copy at the nearest Police 
Station. The forms are to be filled up and returned 
to the police not later than 13th November. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE ~—continued. 


THE COTTON TRADE. 


REPORT OF THE INQUIRY TRIBUNAL: 


The following is the text of the Report made by 
the Cotton Inquiry Tribunal to the Prime Minister, dated 
16th October. ‘The members of the Tribunal were 
Sir Dudley Stewart Smith, K.C. (Chairman), Vice- 
Chancellor of the County Palatine; Sir A. Kaye-Butter- 
worth, General Manager of the North-Eastern Railway 
Company; and Mr. George J. Rowe, Labour Repre- 
sentative. They were appointed by the Government to 
enquire into the dispute between the Cotton Control 
Board and the Amalgamated Association of Operative 
Cotton Spinners which last month caused a strike in 
the Cotton Trade. 


THE REPORT. 


We have the honour to make the following report on the 
result of our Inquiry. 

(1) We were appointed in pursuance of the undertaking 
given in the letter addressed by you, Sir, to the Secretary 
of the Amalgamated Association of Operative Cotton 
Spinners on the 16th September last. This letter (which in 
effect forms our Terms of Reference) runs as follows :— 

‘‘A strike in the Cotton Trade would seriously 
interfere with the production of war material, and 
we are all most anxious that nothing should occur to 
make more difficult the task of our brave men who are 
ongaged in deadly struggle with the enemy. 

“Consequently, although I am for the moment 
confined to bed, and forbidden by my doctor to take 
part in public business, I cannot refrain from making 
an appeal, in the interests of the men who are fighting, 
to the Operative Cotton Spinners whose notices to 
cease work have now expired, to return to work and 
leave the decision of the matters in dispute to the 
Government after an enquiry by a tribunal to be at 
once appointed by the Government. 

‘The patriotism of Lancashire men has been tested 
in many fields, and has never yet failed.’’ 

(2) The dispute referred to was between the Cotton 
Control Board and the Amalgamated Association. It seemed 
to us possible, however, that action taken as a result of our 
Report might affect not only the Board and the operative 
spinuers, but also other sections of the operatives and the 
empicvers in the Cotton Industry generally. We therefore 
thought it desirable, besides making a public announce- 
ment in the press, to send to the following bodies invitations 
to appoint representatives to appear before us if they so 
wished. 

The Federation of Master Cotton Spinners. 

The Cotton Spinners’ and Manufacturers’ Association. 
The United Textile Factory Workers’ Association. 
The Amalgamated Weavers’ Association. 

The Card and Blowing Room Association 

(3) The two employers’ associations replied that they did 
not desire to send representatives, as the employers were 
not concerned in the dispute. The Card and Blowing Room 
Association were represented by the Secretary, Mr. Mullin, 
who watched the case on their behalf, but took no active 
part in the proceedings. The United Textile Factory 
Workers’ Association (te which, we understand, the 
Amalgamated Weavers’ Association is affiliated) informed 
us that they intended to send representatives, but no repre- 
sentative attended. 

(4) We held two hearings in the Council Chamber, 
Manchester Town Hall (kindly placed at our disposal by 
the Lord Mayor), the first on the 9th October, and the 
second on the following day. The Cotton Control Board was 
represented by the Chairman, Sir A. Herbert Dixon, Bart., 
and the Secretary, Mr. Henderson; the Association by the 
Chairman, Mr. Judson, and the Secretary, Mr. Boothman. 
At the first day’s hearing the Executive of the Association 
were also present and took part in the proceedings. 

(5) The events leading up to the stoppage of work, which 
was the occasion of your letter, are fully set out in the 
statements supplied to us by both sides. There was 
practically no dispute as to the facts, and for the purpose 
of this report it is not necessary to do more than briefly 
to recapitulate the material pcints. 


EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE DISPUTE. 


(6) The Cotton Control Board is a body representative 
of employers and employed established in June, 1917, under 
the Defence of the Realm Act. Their main function is so 
to regulate the cotton industry as to secure the minimum 
amount of dislocation from shortage and irregularity in 
the supplies of raw material. A feature of their policy has 
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been to provide out of the profits of the industry a fund 
to be used for payments to operatives thrown out of regular 
work (or ‘‘played off,’’ as it is called) by any action that 
the Board find it necessary to take to restrict output. On 
the cne hand they have limited the number of spindles 
and looms that may ordinarily be worked by any particular 
employer to a certain percentage of. his total machinery ; 
on the other hand they have imposed on employers levies 
on running machinery in order to build up a fund for the 
benefit of unemployed operatives. This fund is under the 
control of the Board, and payments from it (which are 
made through the operatives’ Unions) are governed by 
regulations framed by the Board. 

(7) Up to last June levies were payable only on spindles 
and looms run, under licence from the Board, in excess 
of the prescribed maximum, and unemployment pay was 
granted on the ‘‘rota system.’’ This system was nat devised 
by the Board. It was recommended to them by a joint 
conference of representatives of masters and operatives, 
and the Chairman of the Board informed us that he 
accepted it with reluctance. The scheme was that at each 
mill a sufficient number of. operatives were ‘‘played off’’ 
each week to adjust the labour to the restricted machinery, 
all the operatives taking their turns in due course and 
receiving unemployment pay for the weeks in which they 
were so “‘played off.”’ It was a rule of the Board that no 
unemployment pay would be given in respect of short-time 
or reduced earnings, and that no one would receive pay- 
ment unless he were entirely stopped for at least a week. 

(8) Last spring the Board decided to modify their practice 
in certain important respects. They had been informed 
by the Board of Trade that, owing to the need of shipping 
for the transport of American troops, it was no longer 
possible to guarantee the importation of cotton to tke 
extent that had been contemplated. No cotton at all 
would be shipped for two months, and there was great 
uncertainty about future supplies. At the same time it 
had been represented to the Board that, from the national 
point of view, the rota system involved an uneconomical 
use of man-power and that the system was open to other 
objections. ‘The principal changes decided upon by the 
Board, which were announced on the 18th May, to come 
into operation on the 10th June, were as follows: — 

(a) Being faced with a further shortage of cotton, and 
considering it impracticable, for technical reasons, to 
reduce further the percentage of running machinery, they 
decided to reduce the weekly hours of working in American 
mills from 585} to 40. 

(6) They determined to abolish the rota system and 
declared that only those operatives who were ‘“‘played off’’ 
continuously would receive unemployment pay. 

(c) They required employers to obtain licences and to 
pay levies for the working of all spindles and looms instead 
of, as hitherto, for those in excess of the fixed maximum. 
They thus secured a substantial increase in the income of 
the unemployment fund. It was explained to us that the 
reason for this step was that the future was so uncertain 
and the possibilities so grave that the Board thought it 
necessary to build up an ample reserve to meet emergencies. 

(9) In announcing their intention to bring the new 
scheme into operation, the Board used the qualifying words 
‘‘so far as the wages question is settled on lines that permit 
of it,’? and it is now necessary to turn from the relations 
between the operatives and the Cotton Control Board to 
the relations between the operatives and the employers. 

(10) At the time of the introduction of the Control 
Board’s original scheme a claim for increased wages was 
outstanding. Its consideration was, however, postponed 
by consent for three months in order that experience might 
be gained of the working of the scheme, since it was recog- 
nised by both sides that the payment by the employers of 
levies for the benefit uf operatives out of employment could 
hardly fail to be a material factor in the consideration of 
any advance of wages to operatives in employment. At 
the end of this period (December, 1917)) an agreement was 
made between the employers and the operatives for a 15 
per cent. advance on the standard rates of wages, con- 
ditionally on the continuance of the system of unemploy- 
ment pay. This agreement was to run for six months to the 
Sth June, 1918. 

(11) At the time therefore that the Board made their 
announcement of the 18th May, the wages agreement was 
about to fall due for revision. It was explained to us by 
the Chairman that the Board had been careful to make the 
announcement in time for the new scheme to be considered 
by employers and employed in connection with the wages 
negotiations. The operatives’ claim for an increase of wage 
(a further advance of 30 per cent.) had indeed been made 
before the announcement of the Board, but it is not disputed 
that during the negotiations both sides were fully aware 
of the Board’s decisions. 
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(12) The negotiations resulted in an agreement for a 25 
per cent. advance in wages. The agreement, which was 
to run for six munths, was dated the 22nd May, and was 
signed by representatives of employers and employees, and 
countersigned by the Chairman of the Board. The follow- 
ing is its text : — 

1. That an advance of 25 per cent. on the standard 
piece price list rates of wages be paid on the pay 
day in the week ending June 15th, 1918, and with 
this advance the rates of wages to remain un- 
changed up to and including the week ending 
Saturday, December 7th, 1918. 

2. That if the above is accepted, the employers agree 
to the Cotton Control Board making such levies on 
employers running machinery as will enable the 
Board to continue the unemployment pay at the 
present rate up to and including the week ending 
Saturday, December 7th, 1918. 

(13) On the 3rd June the Secretary of the Association 
addressed two letters to the Chairman of the Board. One 
reported that at a special representative meeting of the 
Amalgamation it had been unanimously decided to endorse 
the settlement of the wages question arrived at on the 
22nd May. The other communicated a resolution passed 
at the same meeting that every effort should be made by 
the Executive Council to prevail upon the Board to continue 
the rota system of playing off, and added: 

‘‘A resolution was also unanimously passed that 
when the loss of working time of operatives under the 
decision of the Board to reduce the working hours in 
the American Section to 40 shall in the aggregate equal 
50} hours, the operatives should be entitled to claim 
a week’s payment under the scheme of the Board.” 

(14) The Board refused to reconsider their decision 
regarding the rota system, or to accede to the claim for 
the grant of unemployment pay in respect of short time. 
But they agreed later (in August) to certain other modifica- 
tions of the scheme announced on the 18th May. Represen- 
tations to the President of the Board of Trade having led 
to the expectation of increased supplies of cotton, the 
percentage of machinery allowed to be run in the American 
Section was increased by 5 and the working hours were 
raised from 40 to 45}. At the same time the scale of 
unemployment pay was increased by 20 per cent. The 
Board also decided to pay arrears of National Health 
Insurance contributions in respect of weeks in which opera- 
tives had been unemployed in consequence of the Board’s 
restrictions, and they undertook to pay in future the 
insurance contributions of all operatives on the unemploy- 
ment fund. 

(15) The Association, however, continued to press for 
the restoration of the rota system and for payment on 
account of short time. But beyond postponing the date 
of the termination of the rota system (which eventually 
came to an end on the 10th August) the Board did not see 
their way to depart from their decision on either point. 
This was the cause of the strike in September, and the 
issue thus raised is that on which we are called upon to 
report. 


ARGUMENTS. 


(16) Rota System.—The men’s representatives admitted 
that the abolition of the rota system had not resulted in 
the hardship that they had expected. They stated that 
they still preferred a system of ‘‘share and share alike,’’ 
but they did not press seriously for its reintroduction. 

(17) Payment on account of short time.—On this point 
the men’s arguments may be briefly summarised as follows: 

(18) There were, they said, two alternative ways of meet- 
ing a shortage of cotton. Either the number of working 
spindles might be reduced or the working hours might be 
shortened. Both necessarily meant less employment. Up 
to last June the Board had adopted the first method only. 
This has led to a form of unemployment which, being con- 
tinuous, qualified the operatives ‘‘played off’? for unemploy- 
ment pay. Had the Board met the further shortage of raw 
material in the same way, the operatives would have 
received an equivalent increase of compensation by way of 
unemployment pay. The fact that by shortening hours instead 
of reducing spindlage, the form of unemployment had been 
changed and had become intermittent ought not, they 
argued, to deprive the operatives of this compensation, 
since, in the long run, the hardship was the same. In 
short, the contention was that unemployment pay should 
be given for all hours lost through the Board’s restrictions, 
whatever the nature of those restrictions might be, and 
that the men ought not to suffer because the Board lad 
elected to displace all the operatives some of their time, 
instead of some of the operatives all their time. 

(19) They added that it had always been recognised that 
there was a close connection between wages advances and 
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unemployment pay. Both in December and in May the 
payment of levies had led to the employers offering a legs 
advance of wages than they would otherwise have beep 
prepared to pay, and the prospect of unemployment pay 
had induced the operatives to make a more modest claim 
than they would otherwise have put forward. From this 
they argued that, when agreeing to the 25 per cent. 
increase, they were justified in looking forward to an 
increased benefit from the increased levies. This expecta- 
tion had not been fulfilled. The amount paid out in un- 
employment pay had largely decreased since May, while 
the wages increase had not even made good the loss arising 
irom the shorter hours. 

(20) To this the Board replied that it was a matter of 
common knowledge from the outset that they had no 
intention of granting unemployment pay on account of 
short time, and that, in their view, to do so would be to 
set a most dangerous precedent. The notice of the 18th May 
announcing the shortening cf hours had expressly declared 
that it would only be pei missible to ‘‘play off’? on Control 
Board funds operatives who were ‘‘played off’’ con- 
tinuously through the regulations of the Board. They 
pointed out that this fact was perfectly well known to the 
cperatives’ representatives when they entered into the 
agreement of the 22nd May. Nevertheless, the agreement, 
Clause 2 of which made a specific allusion to the levies, 
contained no reservation on the point. ‘The inference to 
be drawn from the admitted interdependence between wages 
agreements and the Board’s regulations was, they said, 
that the employers, in agreeing to a 25 per cent. advance, 
took into account the eifect of the new regulations on the 
operatives’ earnings. In these circumstances they con- 
tended, the point which the men desired to raise should 
have been taken up with the employers as a wages question, 
and not with the Control Board as an unemployment 
question. 

(21) The rejoinder of the operatives as regards the quesiion 
of precedent was that the circumstances were unique. ‘They 
were not asking for compensation in respect of short time 
arising from ordinary trade conditions; their claim was 
confined to short time caused by the Board’s regulations. 
As regards the wages agreement, they declared that they 
had accepted the 25 per cent. advance of wages and had 
no desire to re-open the agreement until the proper time 
But, in point of fact, the second clause of the agreement, 
so far from supporting the argument of the Board, told 
rather in favour of their own contention. Their members 
had read the words ‘‘continue the unemployment pay at 
the present rate’’ as meaning that they would be entitled 
to be paid for lost hours under the new scheme. However 
that might be, their attitude was made perfectly clear in 
the letter of the 3rd June regarding the payment of time 
lost. Moreover, they had been placed at a disadvantage 
in their negotiations by the fact that their demand for 
increased wages had been put forward before the Board's 
announcement of the 18th May. Had they known at tiat 
time of the proposed shortening of hours, they would have 
made a higher claim. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

(22) Rota System.—As we have said, the demand for the 
resteration of the rota system was not seriously pressed, 
and no evidence was laid before us that would justify us in 
recommending its re-introduction. It was admitted that its 
abolition has not had the results apprehended by the opera- 
tives, and, while the reduction of unemployment since June 
may be in part due to other causes, it seems highly probable, 
if not certain, that it is largely the result of the abandon- 
ment of that system. 

(23) Payment on account of short time.—The critical 
position of the cotton supply in the early summer was fully 
explained to us by the Chairman of the Board, and we are 
convinced that the Board had no alternative but to take 
further steps to diminish output. Whether this end could 
best be secured by reducing the number of working spindles 
and looms or by shortening hours is a technical question on 
which we are not qualified, and are not asked, to express an 
opinion. The decision to shorten hours having been taken, 
we are satisfied that the Board acted prudently and 
reasonably in refusing to introduce a principle so novel in 
the industrial world as the grant of unemployment pay on 
account of short time, however caused. 

(24) Nor do we consider that there is anything in the 
agreement on which the operatives can found a case. We 
see no evidence that it was in the contemplation of those 
by whom the agreement was signed that payment on account 
of short time would ever be made. The scheme previously 
in force had expressly ruled out such payments, and the 
new scheme specifically declared that unemployment pay 
would only be given to operatives ‘‘played off’’ continuously. 
Moreover, the evidence convinces us that both parties to 
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= the agreement recognised that the industry was faced by a is confronted. Our remarks must he read as made with the 
been | grave Crisis, and that the shortening of hours was regarded reserve proper to those limitations. But we are confident 
pay | 3 a contribution on the part of the operatives towards that we should not have adequately fulfilled our task had we 
laim | meeting this crisis and was accepted by their leaders as refrained from calling attention to this aspect of the case. 
this | such. Nor can we acsept the view that the resolution of (32) We desire to record our appreciation of the services 
ent, | the Ist June regarding the payment on account of short rendered to us by our Secretary, Mr, E, A. Gowers, both 
. an | time in any way affécted the ratification of the agreement, | during the enquiry and in the preparation of this report. 
eta. | which was absolute in its terms. We regard that resolution | 
un- | as being ss ~ nature . - — to a Board | 
hi to reconsider their decision. Lastly, although we ere | 
= reluctant to lay stress on this point since weavers and | THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. 
° | cardroom operatives were not represented before us, ~ | 
* f cannot but take note of the fact that the spinners are the 
pe only body of operatives by whom the question has been MEMORANDA AND RESOLUTIONS. 
of | raised. During the sittings of the Imperial War Conference 
» to (25) In these circumstances we are unable to recommend a J Raa site t th ; 
May | that the claims put forward by the men should be acceded to. In June and duly short summaries OF the main resolu- 
red (26) On the other hand, we think it right to draw atten- tions which affected the economic future of the Empire 
tro] | tion to certain features of the situation that were disclosed blished in the ‘J Lg Bie 
0n- during the course of the hearing. were puoilisned in e€ ournal. ince Our iasSt issue 
hey off The enision of the coreee ro saat es nome hype pie at the full report of the proceedings of the Conference 
the | out the war, and ccntinues to be, different from that of mos - - ; 
the | of the staple industries of the country. While it is ad- (Cd. 9177. Prive 2s, nett.) has been issued, together 
nt, | mitted that the profits made are satisfactory, and indeed with the various Memoranda which were laid before it 
ies, | high, and in that sense the industry may he said to be and upon which the discussions were based. 
-to | prosperous, that prosperity does not appear to be reflected ig 
ges | in the earnings of the cperatives. We were told that wages In a preliminary note, the Conference Secretariat 
id, | are about 60 per cent. above pre-war rates. This is less than state that a great part of the proceedings was of a 
ce, the advances granted in many trades, and is reduced by short ' © , 
the | time to under 40 per cent. The position may be relieved highly confidential character, and therefore entirely 
on- to some extent by opportunities for increased individual unsuitable for publication—at any rate during the War. 
uld | output, but even when allowance is made for this, it is ap- , saibley 
on, parent that, relatively to the cost of living, the operatives Other parts, though not so essentially confidential in 
nt | are substantially worse off than before the war and, by com- their nature, were intermingled with matter which, 
parison with other trades, are bearing a disproportionate 
ion | share of the burden arising from increased prices. _ owing to circumstances of the moment, must for the 
ey (28) To this the answer may he made that the question of present be confidential. The procedure adopted in the 
me wages must not be isolated. It can only be considered in ; 
‘as — conjunction with the levies made on employers for the published Report has consequently been to announce 
us. f purpose of the unemployment fund. This is true. But as many of the resolutions passed by the Conference 
ey events since the agreement of the 22nd May have hardly = pay: “a 
ad followed the course that was anticipated. We think that as possible, but only such parts of the discussions and 
* the arguments of the men summarised in paragraphs 18 memoranda as were not of a confidential character. 
it, and 19 are not without force, but the men appear to us : 
Id — to be seeking the wrong remedy. The substantial increase NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY. 
rs | of levies that took place in June was a measure of precau- One of the first subjects that came under discussion 
at tion against threatening outlook, but as the men point out, ag Seng nesaang, yr cud tia taakal 
ed § the abolition of the rota system and other causes have led was the Non-ferrous Metal industry, ana the legisla- 
er to unemployment being greatly reduced, and though the tion that has taken place in the United Kingdom on 
in levies are higher, less is being paid out. We were told that the subject. The Conference resolved (Resolution 
ne fewer than one per cent. of the uae wpe this section Il.) :— 
se of the industry are now ‘‘played off.’ At the same time it " ; | , 
| admitted that the 35 percent advance of wages, which | lt burouanee ofthe poliey of frocing, che Empire from 
. pee a a J y hoagie anon oo pa e — eo | h of non-ferrous metals and ores, the Conference endorses 
. ene © < ie te gen ses 8 lifted “- Rs the principle of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act of the 
" pitied ~ pag ee ee ee ee eee United Kingdom, and recommends the Governments of the 
(29) We do not lose sight of the fact that since the date a we a re seat b vedas bor as these may 
of the agreement there has been an increase both of spind- hi aan and have not already been taken, to carry out 
le lage and of hours, and also that the rate of unemployment aS POsscy . 
i, pay has been raised. But, while this no doubt reduces Before passing the resolution, the Imperial Repre- 
x pro tanto the force of any demand by the operatives for sentatives were assisted in their discussions by the 
is the improvement of their conditions as determined in May following memorandum prepared by the Board of 
v last, it equally points to the conclusion that the Control ee i it 
P Board realised that there was a case for a modification THE GERMAN METAL ORGANISATION. 
" of these conditions. ; 
‘ (30) In these circumstances we cannot help thinking that Before the War the world’s market for non-ferrous metals 
it would be well if employers and employees were invited was largely controlled by a group of German metal com- 
: to meet without waiting for the expiry two months hence panies, engaged primarily in buying metals or in acting as 
y of the May agreement, with a view to seeing whether that selling agents for producers, These companies were closely 
e agreement might not be modified. We express no opinion as connected by stock control, the inter-ownership of stock, 
e to whether an increase of wage would involve a reduction interlocking directorates or joint syndicates, their relations 
d of levy, but the evidence does not indicate that such a result being of such a nature as to lead to a common policy in 
4 would be fatal to our proposal. We fully appreciate the respect to the purchase and sale of metals. 
P foresight of the Board in providing against emergencies, The most important of these concerns was the Metall- 
. and we were struck by the warm tributes paid by the men’s gesellschaft, of Frankfort-on-Main, which combined with 
representatives to the success with which the’ Board are certain German metallurgical and financial interests to 
performing their very difficult task. But the fact remains found in 1910 the Metallbank and Metallurgische Gesell- 
; that, in this section of the industry, wages advances have schaft, of Frankfort-on-Main, with a capital of £2,000,000. 
been limited in order to provide a fund from which 99 per This last-named organisation, cither directly or through its 
cent. of the operatives are deriving no present benefit. That constituent concerns, had by the outbreak of war estab- 
the realisation of this fact should give rise to some discon- ‘lished, or acquired, controlling financial interests in metal 
| tent among the operatives may or may not be justifiable; it dealing, mining or working companies or chemical-metal- 
) is certainly not unnatural. lurgical companies in. Germany, Austria, the United King- 
(31) We make this suggestion with diffiidence, for several dom, France, Belgium, Switzerland, Holland, Spain, 
reasons. First, the men repeatedly and emphatically dis- Australia, Africa, Mexico, and Italy. 
claimed any desire to reopen the wages question before the Distinct from the Metallgesellschaft group of companies, 
expiry of the agreement. Secondly, the employers were not but closely associated with the same interests and with 
represented before us. Thirdly, we realise that our enquiry, each other in various syndicates and combinations, were 
confined as it has heen to the spinning section, has given us Beer Sondheimer and Company, of Frankfort, with in- 
only a partial view of the problems bv which the industry terests 1n companies in Germany, Austria, Italy, Belgium, 
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France, and the United States; and Aron Hirsch and Com- 
pany, of Halberstadt, which also had subsidiary companies 
in various countries. 

As illustrations of the activities of the German group of 
associated undertakings there may be mentioned the Inter- 
national Lead Convention and the International Spelter 
Convention, both of which were formed by the Metallgesell- 
schaft. The position of the German interests was so strong 
that they were able to force the smelters of these metals in 
other countries into those conventions, which regulated the 
world’s prices; and by controlling the market the German 
interests were able in some cases to restrict the develop- 
ment of the smelting of the metals elsewhere than in 
Germany. 

The position which the German companies occupied before 
the War in respect of various metals had been attained 
in a variety of ways. In some cases there was actual owner- 
ship of, or participation in, mining companies; in others 
there were long-period contracts for the purchase of the 
output of mines; there were interests, frequently of a con- 
trolling nature, in refining and smelting companies; sole 
selling agencies of refined metals had been secured in some 
instances; and their were international price agreements, 
of the kind already referred to, into which producers and 
traders had been forced by the great competitive strength 
of the German groups. 

The influence of the German metal organisations was 
very extensive in the case of zinc and lead (e.g., they con- 
trolled by long-period contracts the output of Australian 
zinc concentrates, the raw material of spelter); and there 
are indications that endeavours were being made at the 
time of the outbreak of war to acquire a controlling in- 
fluence over other metals, particularly copper and nickel. 

The present development of the non-ferrous metal indus- 
tries is for the most part a modern growth, and the high 
development of scientific training and industrial research 
in Germany has undoubtedly assisted that country in its 
efforts to obtain a preponderating influence in respect of 
non-ferrous metals; while in this, as in others of the newer 
branches of production, this country has fallen seriously 
behind both Germany and the United States. 


Tue NECESSITY OF A BritisH Metau INDUSTRY. 


The control of the non-ferrous metal trade of the world 
by Germans or German-controlled interests and the weak 
condition of the native industry have been a cause of grave 
embarrassment to the Allied Governments during the War; 
and it is essential.that this position, in view of its obvious 
dangers in peace as in war, should not be renewed. The 
matter engaged the close attention of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the Board of Trade to consider the position of the 
non-ferrous metal industry after the War, and the Com- 
mittee urged on the Board of Trade that, if the metal in- 
dustries and the trade of the Empire were to develop freely 
and on sound lines, it was essential that measures should 
be taken to guard against the efforts which the German 
concerns were certain to make to re-establish their con- 
nections and control immediately after the War. It was 
felt that the methods adopted were so varied, and in some 
cases so indirect and insidious, that action to guard against 
their successful revival after the War would have to be of 
a very comprehensive character. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment endorsed the view that German influence should be 
completely excluded from the non-ferrous metal industry 
of the United Kingdom for at least a period sufficiently long 
to allow the establishment of a strong industry in this 
country under British control. 


MAIN PROVISIONS orf THE ACT. 


I. The non-ferrous metals and ores to which the Act 
applies are zinc, copper, tin, lead, nickel and aluminium. 
These possess common features in their indispensability, 
in the high degree of technical skill necessary for their 
successful exploitation, and in the efforts made by the Ger- 
mans through their metal organisations to secure control 
over them. The Act may be extended to other non-ferrous 
metals and ores by order of the Board of Trade, in the 
event of it being deemed advisable to do so. 

If. During the War, and for five years thereafter, no 
company, firm, or individual may carry on in the United 
Kingdom the business of winning, extracting, smelting, 
dressing, refining, or dealing by way of wholesale trade in 
metal or metallic ore to which the Act applies, except 
under a licence given by the Board of Trade, which, once 
granted, will continue so long as the Act is in torce, but 
will necessarily be liable to suspension or revocation in the 
circumstances set out in the Act. 

In order to avoid unnecessary interference with trade 
there are excluded from tlie scope of the Act :— 
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(1) Cases where the purchase or sale of metal is inci. 
dental only to the trade carried on by the pur- 
chaser or seller. [The builder or plumber who 
buys metal for his own use, and may have a 
surplus from time to time which he wishes to 
dispose ot, will not come under the Act, nor will 
the Bank which realises occasionally parcels of 
metals in respect of which it has made advances, 
nor the merchant house which has occasional 
parcels of metal consigned to it. | 

(2) Dealings in quantities below certain limits (which 
are fixed by rules issued under the Act, and vary 
according to the metal, from five to twenty-five 
tons per quarter), so as to relieve the small 
dealer from the necessity of seeking a licence. 

III. A licence is not to be given to a company, firm, or in- 
dividual to whom the conditions in the first schedule to the 
Act apply, wnless the Board of Trade are of opinion that 
the grant of a licence is expedient; a company, firm, or 
individual controlled by a company, firm, or individual! to 
whom the conditions in the first Schedule apply will be 
similarly treated. On the other hand any other company, 
firm or individual will be entitled to a licence on fulfilment 
of certain procedure. 

The conditions in the first schedule are so framed as to 
include : — 


(1) Businesses controlled or managed, to any substantial 
extent, by persons who are or may have been 
enemy subjects (thus including the cases of a 
business controlled by naturalmed British sub- 
jects of enemy origin) ; 

(2) Companies, any of whose capital was held by or on 
behalf of enemies on the day on which the Bill 
was introduced (12th November, 1917); 

(3) Companies, firms, or individuals, parties to any 
agreement, arrangement or understanding which 
might lead or have led to enemy influence over 
the concern ; 

(4) Companies firms, or individuals having a substantial 
financial interest in tltird concerns in which 
enemies also have a substantial financial interest; 

(5) Companies, firms, or individuals who are, by any 
means whatever, subject, directly or indirectly, 
to enemy influence or association in the conduct 
of their business; and 

(6) Companies which, having issued share warrants to 
bearer, .have not given notice requiring the 
holders of the warrants to surrender them for 
cancellation. 


IV. In view of paragraph (6) in the first schedule, quoted 
above companies which have issued share warrants to bearer 
are empowered to give notice requiring the holders of such 
warrants to surrender them for cancellation and to have 
their names entered in the register; and the necessary pro- 
visions for enforcing such surrender and preventing the 
holders of unsurrendered warrants from exercising control, 
are included in the Act, 

V. A right of appeal to the court is provided on certain 
questions of fact and on questions as to the requirements 
of the Board of Trade for the production of books or docu- 
ments for inspection under the Act, but no right of. appeal 
is given from the refusal of the Board of Trade in the 
exercise of their discretion to grant a licence if the condi- 
tions apply. 

The question has been asked whether the provisions of 
the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act ought not to be ex- 
tended (a) to ferrous metals and ores, and (b) to non- 
metallic minerals. The answer is that the problems pre- 
sented in these cases are entirely different. They were not 
subject to the same kind of influence as the non-ferrous 
metals, and the application to them of measures intended 
for the latter could possess little value. This does not imply 
that measures may not be necessary for the development or 
extension of ferrous or non-metallic industries; but such 
measures would have to be framed to suit the special con- 
ditions of those industries rather than being included in 
the scope of a measure such as that under consideration. 


DoMINIONS LEGISLATION. 


It is essential, in order to free the Empire from lapsing 
again into dependence on German-controlled organisations 
with respect of non-ferrous metals and ores, that the action 
which has been taken in the United Kingdom should be 
completed by appropriate medsures in the other parts of 
the Empire, in so far as these have not already been adopted. 
It is desirable that the measures to be taken should con- 
form to the general principles embodied in the United King- 
dom Act; though their precise form is a matter for the con- 
sideration of the authority concerned in each case. The 
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Board of Trade would of course be happy, if so desired, 
to make available the experience in regard to the admini- 
stration of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act which 
they are now obtaining, for the purpose of assisting to 
rame the necessary measures on the most effective lines. 
It may be added that His Majesty’s Government have 
been in close consultation with the French Government on 
the subject of the non-ferrous metal industry, and that that 
Government are in full sympathy with the object of His 
Majesty’s Government, and are prepared to take similar 
action. 


CONTROL OF RAW MATERIALS. 
Dealing with the control of raw materials within the 
Empire, the following resolutions were passed. It will 
be noted that certain confidential resolutions are 
omitted :— 
Resotvution III. 


(1) The Conference agrees that it is necessary to secure 
for the British Empire and the belligerent Allies the com- 
mand of certain essential raw materials in order to enable 
them to repair the effects of the War as soon as possible and 
to safeguard their industrial requirements. 

(2) The Conference is of opinion that the Governments 
of the British Empire should make such arrangements 
amongst themselves as will ensure that essential raw 
materials produced within the Empire shail be available 
for the above purposes, and should arrange with the Allied 
countries to utilise for the same purposes essential raw 
materials produced in those countries 

(3). Confidential—not published. 


Resouvution LY. 


That this Conference has considered the provisions of 
the Imports and Exports (Temporary Control) Bill now 
before the Imperial Parliament, and is of opinion that, 
whilst the circumstances of the different parts of the Empire 
differ widely as regards the extent to which it may prove 
desirable to pass similar legislation, the respective Govern- 
ments should nevertheless take such action as may be 
deemed expedient to enable the objects of Resolution IIT. 
to be fully carried out. 

To assist the Governments in determining their action 
in this respect, the Conference recommends :— 

(1) That a Committee of its members should first con- 
sider the possible methods in each part of the 
Empire of obtaining command of each of the 
essential raw materials specified in Resolution 
Ir. (3). 

(2) That the Governments represented at the Con- 
ference should, in the light of the information 
collected by their representatives on this Com- 
mittee consult with the representatives of the pro- 
ducers and trades concerned, as to the method 
of obtaining command best suited to each indi- 
vidual commodity. 

In addition to the above, there were two others—V. 
and VI.—which were, however, confidential and not 
published. Again, as provided by (1) and (2) above, 
the question was reviewed by the Committee which 
subsequently presented its Report to the members of 
the Conference. After considering this Report the 
Conference resolved :— 

REso.vuTion XXIII, 


(1) The Conference having considered the Report of the 
Committee on Raw Materials, requests His Majesty’s 
Government to communicate this Report forthwith to the 
Governments of the Dominions and India and to ascertain 
their views on the appropriate action to be taken. 

(2) The Conference further agrees that steps should be 
taken to ascertain the needs and the resources of the Allies 
in respect of the raw materials specified in the. Report. 

(3) Confidential, and not published. 


SHIPPING. 

On the question of Shipping, and in particular of 
the improvement of Inter-Imperial connections, the 
Board of Trade supplied the following Memorandum 
to the members of the Conference :-— 


MEMORANDUM BY THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


1. In considering schemes for the promotion of inter- 
Imperial oversea communications after the War it is neces- 
sary to remember that, during the transition period imme- 
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diately following the close of hostilities, the world’s ship- 
ping may be inadequate for the purposes of demobilisation, 
on the one hand, and of trade on the other; and it may 
therefore be necessary for some time to make the most 
economical use of the tonnage available. For this reason 
some kind of control will have to be maintained over ship- 
ping for a certain period after the War, in order to secure 
that the most essential needs of the Allied countries in 
respect of food and raw materials are satisfied. These 
transitory measures of control must necessarily have priority 
over permanent schemes for the furtherance of trade de- 
velopment until some kind of equilibrium is restored be- 
tween the supply of tonnage and the demand for it. 

2. While, however, for the above reasons, it is not possible 
at present to carry into effect,-or even to formulate, any 
complete and far-reaching scheme for the development of 
Imperial communications, there are certain important pre- 
liminary measures which, it is suggested, could be taken 
with advantage without delay, and which, it is believed, 
will meet with very general acceptance. ' 


1.—IMPERIAL INVESTIGATION BOARD. 


3. There is a strong and growing body of public opinion, 
both in the United Kingdom and other parts of the kmpire, 
which wouid favour the institution of some kind of safe- 
guard against possibie shipping abuses. ‘The demand has 
its origin not only in the existence of preferential shipping 
rates tor foreign goods, but also in the feeling that ship- 
ping monopolies may be used to the detriment of ‘the 
trader, and require some protective measures in his interest. 
Attention was called by the Dominions Royal Commission 
to the complaint directed against certain British steamship 
companies that they granted more favourable rates on 
foreign than on British goods shipped to the Dominions, 
and particularly to New Zealand. ‘The Commission laid 
stress on the serious effect of such action on the future of 
imperial trade. 

4, Since the date of the Royal Commission’s Report the 
question of the New Zealand rates has formed the.subject of 
further investigation. It appears that this particular prac- 
tice probably arose from the peculiar character of German 
competition. The Germans made a determined effort to 
secure a footing in the New Zealand market, and the 
British lines, to prevent this, cut their rates from the 
Continent. To charge lower rates at competitive points is 
common enough in ordinary railway practice, but, just as 
railway companies are prohibited by law from giving pre- 
ferential advantages to imported produce, so it might be 
argued that shipowners should be debarred from preferring 
foreign goods. In any case, it is clear that complaints of 
this kind cannot in future be left unexamined, and it is 
necessary to consider the constitution and functions of a 
body competent to deal with them. 

5. The Dominions Royal Commission recommended (1) 
that Boards should be set up by the Imperial Government 
and the Dominion Governments for making enquiry where 
a prima facie case is established that the interests of ship- 
pers are adversely affected by the action of steamship owners 
or conferences; (2) that the investigations of the Boards 
should be held in public, and that their action should be 
exercised along the lines of conference and conciliation, 
without power to fix rates; and (3) that, in the case of differ- 
ential freight rates, the Boards should have power, at their 
discretion, to order the abolition of such rates, if found 
inimical to Imperial trade 

6. As regards these recommendations, the Board of Trade 
desire to offer the following observations :— 

(1) It seems very desirable that there should be only a 
single [mperial Soard of Investigation, in order to secure 
uniformity of principle; but provision should be made in 
the constitution of the Board for the representation of 
Dominion, Colonial, or Indian interests. 

(2) Publicity is admittedly a valuable deterrent, but it 
is evident that, if an Investigation Board is to be success- 
ful, it must have access to all information, however confi- 
dential. The question of publicity, therefore, whether as 
regards proceedings or findings, must be left to the discre- 
tion of the Board. 

(3) The powers of investigation should not be confined to 
the Empire trades, but should extend to all trades engaged 
in by British ships. The precise classes of dispute to come 
before the Board have to be carefully considered, but it is 
essential that its scope should be wide. 

(4) It is not expedient that the Investigation Board 
should itself have any executive function such as would be 
involved in power to order the modification of rates. The 
essential point is the creation of a quasi-judicial body com- 
petent to investigate disputes between shippers and ship- 
owners. which are among the most complex of trade prob- 
lems. It is important to preserve, as far as practicable, an 
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atmosphere of conciliation, rather than one of litigation, 
but the Board would naturally have power to recommend 
executive or legislative action in case of necessity to the 
Government concerned. 


7. The constitution of the Investigation Board would pro- 
vide for the adequate representation of the interests 
affected, both trade and shipping, while the interests of the 
Imperial, Dominion, Indian, or Colonial Governments would 
likewise be represented in all cases in which other parts 
of the Empire are affected. It is desirable, for reasons of 
efficiency, that the total membership of the Board should 
not be unduly large; and there should be an independent 
chairman. 

The Board would have power to investigate complaints by 
traders of excessive charges, unreasonable treatment, or 
inadequate facilities, and endeavour to effect a settlement. 
They would also have power to investigate similar questions 
referred to them by the competent department of any Gov- 
ernment within the Empire. 


The Board might require that any trader’s complaint be 
submitted to them through an association (in order to pro- 
tect them from frivolous or trivial complaints). 


The Board would have power to compel the attendance of 
witnesses and to call for production of papers. 


8. If the Imperial Conference accept the above proposals 
for an Imperial Investigation Board in principle, it is 
suggested that a Committee should be set up to frame a 
workable scheme on these lines. 


Il.—Tuse IMPROVEMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS WITHIN THE 


EMPIRE. 


9. The Dominions Royal Commission made a number of 
recommendations for the improvement of Imperial com- 
munications, which may be very briefly summarised, as 
follows :— 

(1) Speedy and efficient transport, which is essential to 
Imperial development, involves the use of vessels 
of great length and draught. 

(2) In order to permit the use of such vessels the de- 
velopment of harbours and their approaches on 
the great trade routes of the Empire on an 
adequate and co-ordinated scale is, therefore, 
essential and urgent. In particular, the limita- 
tions as to depth on the Suez Canal route render 
it expedient to develop. alternative routes to 
Australia and New Zealand, either via Canada 
or the Panama Canal and South Africa.. 


(3) All schemes of improvement for certain scheduled 
ports and dry docks are to be submitted to the 
Imperial Development Board, the establishment 
of which is recommended by the Royal Commis- 
sion, so as to secure consideration from the stand- 
point of Imperial requirements. 


10. It will be observed that these recommendations turn 
largely on the first conclusion (which it is understood that 
the Commission based on technical evidence from naval 
architects), viz., that the most economical types of steamers 
for inter-Imperial trade in the future will be vessels of great 
length and draught. Since the date of the Royal Commis- 
sion’s Report the Board of Trade understand that some 
doubt has been thrown by other naval architects on the 
correctness of this forecast; and, in view of the far-reaching 
importance of the question in its bearing on the schemes of 
Imperial harbour development, it seems highly desirable 
that it should be discussed, and, if possible, settled, by 


further examination by a competent Committee of experts. 


IT I.—REcOMMENDATIONS. 


11. The President of the Board of Trade therefore, submits 
the following recommendations : — 


(a) That the Conference accepts in principle the 
establishment of an Imperial Investigation Board 
on the general lines indicated in this memorandum, 
and refers it to a Committee representing the vari- 
ous Governments of the Empire to frame a detailed 
scheme for such a Board. 


(b) That it be referred to a Committee of experts, re- 
presenting the various Governments of the Empire, 
to consider the question of the development of 
Imperial communications to the best advantage, 
with special reference to the probable size of vessels 
and the consequent demands upon harbour accom- 
modation, for the purposes of Imperial require- 
ments. 
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After discussing this Memorandum, the Conference 
passed the following resolutions :— 


RESOLUTION XI. 


The Conference accepts in principle the establishment of 
an Imperial Investigation Board, and refers it to a Com- 
mittee of the Conference to frame a detailed scheme for such 
a Board. 

The Conference agrees that it be also referred to the 
Committee to consider the best machinery for promoting the 
development of Imperial communications to the _ best 
advantage, with special reference to the probable size of 
vessels and the consequent demands upon harbour accommo- 
dation for the purposes of Imperial requirements; and to the 
Resolution handed in by the Prime Minister of New Zealand. 


RESOLUTION XXIV. 


(1) That in order to maintain satisfactorily the connee- 
tions, and at the same time encourage commercial and 
industrial relations between the different countries of the 
British Empire, this Conference is of opinion that shipping 
on the principal routes, especially between the heart of the 
Empire and the Oversea Dominions, including India, should 
be brought under review by an Inter-Imperial Board, on 
which the United Kingdom and the British Dominions and 
Dependencies should be represented. 


(2) That for this purpose an Imperial Investigation Board, 
representing the various parts of the Empire, be appointed, 
with power to inquire into and report on all matters con- 
nected with ocean freights and facilities, and on all matters 
connected with the development and improvement of the 
sea communications between the different parts of the 
Empire, with special reference to the size and type of ships, 
and the capacities of harbours; the Board to include, in 
addition to representatives of the Governments concerned, 
persons with expert knowledge of the problems involved, 
including representatives of the shipping and _ trading 
interests. 

INTER-IMPERIAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

The two main questions which came before the Con- 
ference on the subject of Inter-Imperial Communica- 
tions were “‘ Cable Communications’’ and “‘ Inter- 
Imperial Parcels Delivery.’’ On the former the follow- 
ing resolution was passed :— 

ResoLution XIV. 


That it is in the highest interests of the Empire that the 
rates for telegraphic communications between the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, South Africa, and India 
Should be further materially reduced as soon as practicable. 
That in order to ensure generally the cheapest and most 
secure telegraphic communication between the United King- 
dom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand it is desirable 
that they should co-operate in the provision of a State-owned 
cable across the Atlantic. 


The discussion on the extension of present facilities 
for the Inter-Imperial Parcels Delivery was based on 
the following memorandum supplied by the Board of 


Trade :— 


INTER-IMPERIAL PARCELS DELIVERY. 


In considering methods of improving the facilities for 
inter-Imperial trade, one of the matters to which the Board 
of Trade have had their attention directed is that of the 
simplification and development of the existing arrangements 
for parcels traffic. 

The parcels delivery system occupies at present a relatively 
smal} plate in the general system of transport, but it has 
special advantages for articles whose value is high compared 
with their bulk. 

At present the Imperia! Parcel Post arrangements are 
very little developed. In 1913-14 2,200,000 parcels were sent 
outward trom the United Kingdom to all other parts of the 
Kmpire, and less than 700,000 arrived there from those 
sources. During the same year the number of parcels carried 
by post within the United Kingdom was 137 millions. 

The reason for the small proportions hitherto attained by 
the Imperial Parcel Post are to be sought partly in the high 
level of charges and the marked absence of uniformity in 
the various scales and rates, even for adjacent parts of ihe 
Kimpire, partly in the formalities arising out of Customs 
requirements. 
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Thus, from the United Kingdom to India, Canada, and 
New Zealand, the charge for the first 3 lb. is 1s., from 3-7 lb. 
9s., and from 7-11 lb. 3s. To South Africa the charge is 9d. 
per lb., t.e., a parcel of 11 lb. costs 8s. 3d.; to Australia the 
charge from the United Kingdom is is. for the first lb., and 
6d. for each subsequent lb., so that a parcel of 11 Ib. costs 
6s , 1.€., twice the cost of sending a parcel of the same weight 
to New Zealand. From New Zealand to Australia the rates 
are much higher than between the United Kingdom and 
New Zealand, z.e., 8d. the first lb., and 6d. each subsequent 
lb., 7.€., a parcel of 11 lb. costs ds. 8d. 


PROPOSALS. 


What is now proposed is as follows : — 

(1) That, if possible, the limit of weight should be 
materially raised (say, to 28 lb.). 

In India parcels up to 20 lb. are already carried by the 
Post Office, and in New Zealand up to 28 lb. (for towns 
served by railway or steamer). 

The Post Offices of certain parts of the Empire might find 
some difficulty, it is understood, in increasing the limit of 
weight to so high a figure as is here suggested, but it is not 
intended to exclude from consideration the parcels services 
provided by the railway companies themselves. 


(2) That the charge should be, as far as possible, uniform 
for all important parts of the Empire, and either at a flat 
rate per lb., with a minimum as for, say, 4 lb., or as a simple 
graduated scale. The exact charges could be arrived at, for 
practical purposes, only after careful consideration by all 
the parties concerned, but the essential points to be aimed 
at are simplicity, the nearest practicable approach to uni- 
formity, and an average charge more attractive than the 
present, which should not present much difficulty. 


(3) That there should be established in the larger towns 
receiving offices, with a staff able and willing to help intend- 
ing senders through all the formalities, and to give them all 
necessary information. If possible, Customs officers of each 
of the Dominions should be stationed in the Central Parcels 
Otiice in London, and possibly in Liverpool or Southampton, 
to collect the duty payable on parcels, which should, there- 
after, be free of all Custom House formalities at the other 
end. These facilities would also be available to the forward- 
ing agents dealing with larger parcels, and would tend to 
encourage this traffic also. 

(4) That the receiving offices should sort the parcels and 
make up fuli loads, with a view to economizing transport, 
as is done by ‘‘spediteurs’’ on the Continent. = 

Corresponding arrangements would, of course, need to be 
made for the reception and distribution of inward parcels; 
and for a complete 8cheme each part of the Empire should 
establish a similar system. 

It is worth considering whether the opportunity might not 
be taken to introduce a ‘‘cash on delivery’’ system at the 
same time. 

The Board of Trade have consulted the General Post Office 
on these proposals, and have obtained the concurrence of 
that Department in the scheme as here set out. 

It is hoped that the Imperial Conference will be able to 
approve in principle of the proposals outlined in this 
memorandum, and if so, His Majesty’s Government would 
propose to take up the matter with the Governments of the 
Self-governing Colonies and of India, and also with the 
railway and shipping companies concerned. 


The Conference passed the following resolution on 
the Memorandum :— 
Resoutution XII. 


The Conference considers it desirable, for the purpose of 
encouraging Imperial trade, that the present facilities for 
inter-Imperial parcels delivery should be enlarged, improved, 
and co-ordinated, and recommends that the proposals con- 
tained in the Board of Trade memorandum should be 
examined by the Governments represented at the Conference 
with a view to the preparation of a detailed scheme designed 


to promote this object. 


IMPERIAL MINERAL RESOURCES BUREAU. 


On the subject of the Empire’s Mineral Resources, 
the Conference dealt with the following Memorandum 


prepared by the Minister of Reconstruction :-— 

1. In accordance with Resolution No. XIII of the Imperial 
War Conference, 1917, and following the report of a Special 
Committee presided over by Sir James Stevenson, steps have 
now been taken to establish the Imperial Mineral Resources 
Bureau. 
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2. In accordance with the recommendations for the consti- 
tution of the Governing Body contained in Sir James 
Stevenson’s Report, the following representatives have been 
nominated on behalf of the Governments concerned :— 

Chairman of the Governing Body (and Representative of 
the United Kingdom): Sir Richard Redmayne, K.C.B. 

Canada: Dr. Willet G. Miller 

Commonwealth of Australia: Mr. W. S. Robinson. 

New Zealand: Mr. Thomas Hutchinson Hamer. 

Union of South Africa: The Right Hon. W. P. 

Schreiner, C.M.G. 

Newfoundland: The Right Hon. Lord Morris, K.C.M.G. 
India: Mr. R. D. Oldham, F.R.S. 
ee and Protectorates: Mr. J. W. Evans, D.Sc., 


3. As regards.the proposed representatives of mineral, 
mining, and metal industries, owing to the magnitude and 
complexity of the interests iaveiead and the obvious 
desirability of having at the disposal of the Governing Body 
the hest expert knowledge available, it is desired to increase 
the number of these representatives to six instead of the 
four originally recommended in Sir J. Stevenson’s Report, 
to which the Dominion Governments have agreed. If this 
is accepted by the participating Governments it is proposed 
to nominate the following:— _.. 

Westgarth Forster Brown, Esq. (A leading consulting 
mining engineer, especially in regard toecoal and coal 
mining; Mineral Adviser to His Majesty’s Woods and 
Forests ; Deputy Graveller of the Forest of Dean, with 
experience in many Colonies.) 

Professor H. C. H. Carpenter. (President of the 
Institute of Metals; Professor of Metallurgy in the 
Royal School of Mines.) 


Dr. F. H. Hatch. (Ex-President of the Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgy; now advising the Ministry 
of Munitions on iron ore supplies. Has world-wide 
experience in metalliferous mining, and is a member 
of the Mineral Resources Advisory Committee of the 
Imperial Institute.) 


Sir Lionel Phillips, Bart. (The well-known authority on 
South African mining; formerly President of the 
Chamber of Mines, now Comptroller of the Mineral 
Resources Development Department, Ministry of 
Munitions.) 

Edgar Taylor, Esq. (Of Messrs. John Taylor and Sons; 
retiring President of the Institute of Mining wnd 
Metallurgy ; an authority on gold mining.) 

Wallace Thorneycroft, Esq. (President of the Institu- 
tion of Mining Engineers; an authority on questions 
of iron mining and working.) 

4. It is desirable to submit to the present Imperial War 
Conference proposals as to the position of the Bureau and 
its status in the machinery of Government. 


The duties of the Bureau are thus defined in Resolution 
XIII, passed by the Imperial War Conference on the 23rd 
April, 1917 :— 

‘‘The Bureau should be charged with the duties of 
collection of information from the appropriate depart- 
ments of the Governments concerned, and other sources, 
regarding the mineral resources and the metal require- 
ments of the Empire, and of advising from time to time 
what action, if any, may appear desirable to enable 
such resources to be developed and made available to 
meet the metal requirements of the Empire.”’ 

This definition is expanded, as follows, by Sir James 
Stevenson’s Committee : — 

‘*(a) To collect, co-ordinate, and disseminate information 
as to resources, production, treatment, consumption, 
and requirements of every mineral and metal of 
econoinic value. 

‘(by To ascertain the scope of the existing agencies, 
with a view ultimately to avoid any unnecessary 
overlapping that may prevail. 

‘“(c) To devise means whereby the existing agencies can, 
if necessary, be assisted and improved in the accom- 
plishment of their respective tasks. 

‘“‘(d) To supplement those agencies, if necessary, in 
order to obtain any information not now collected 
which may be required for the purposes of the 
Bureau. 

‘‘(e) To advise on the development of the mineral 
resources of the Empire or of particular parts there- 
of, in order that such resources may be made avail- 
able for the purposes of Imperial defence or 
industry.”’ 
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5. The constitution, as suggested by Sir James Steven- 
son‘s Committee, is as follows :— 


‘“‘The administration of the Bureau should be con- 
trolled by a Governing Body representing the various 
parts of the Empire, as well as the mineral, mining, and 
metal industries. This body should be responsible for 
the appointment of a Director, or such other official or 
officials as may be considered desirable, and the necessary 
subordinate staff, within the limits of the funds avail- 
able for administrative expenses.’’ 


The Committee further suggested that the expenses of 
maintenance of the Bureau (being a sum not exceeding, for 
the first year of existence, £10,000 per annum) should, for 
the time being, be voted by the Imperial Parliament, on 
the advice of the Minister of Reconstruction, although the 
view was held by some of the Committee that from the outset 
direct contrivutions to the maintenance of the Bureau should 
be borne by all the Governments concerned. 


6. lt is proposed that the Bureau should be granted 
Incorporation by Royal Charter, which should define the 
constitution and the duties of the Bureau. The Governing 
Body will be established on the lines laid down by Sir 
J. Stevenson’s Committee, with such alterations as may be 
approved by the Imperial War Conference. 


7. As to expenditure, each Government would, of course, 
pay the expenses of its own representative. The normal 
expenditure of the Bureau would be met out of funds con- 
tribuied by the Imperial Government, as suggested in the 
Report of Sir James Stevenson’s Committee, together with 
such contributions from the Oversea Governments as they 
may, by agreement, be prepared to make. 


This arrangement shal! continue for three years, before the 
end of which time the question as to the contribution to be 
made by the Oversea Governments shall be brought up for 
discussion at an Imperial Conference. 


8. Power should be given in the Charter to hold and deal 
with moneys which would be placed at the disposal of the 
Bureau by way of grants in aid contributed by the Imperial 
and Oversea Governments. Annual reports on the work of 
the Bureau shall be made to each of the Governments 
concerned. 

ResoLtution AVI. 

The Resolution made was in the following terms :— 

The Imperial War Conference, having considered the 
memorandum by the Minister of Reconstruction on the 
Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau, as amended, agrees that 
the number of representatives of the mineral, mining, and 
metal industries on the Governing Body of the Bureau 
should be increased from four (as originally agreed) to six. 
The Conference further approves the proposal for a Charter 
of Incorporation as set out in paragraph 6 of the memoran- 
dum and the proposals in paragraphs 7 and 8 as to the 
allocation of expenditure. 


GENERAL. 


The following resolutions dealing with specific ques- 
tions were also passed :-— 
Resotution XI.—DyYEs. 


The Conference takes note of the action taken and 
contemplated by His Majesty’s Government with a view to 
freeing the industry of the United Kingdom from 
dependence on German dyestuffs, and recommends the 
Governments of the Empire to consider immediately what 
steps can be taken to co-operate with the efforts of the 
Imperial Government to promote the successful development 
of the dye industry in the British Empire, and so to avoid 
enemy domination over our essential industries. 


Resotution XVIII.—PEtTRCLEUM. 


The Conference takes note of the Memorandum on the 
question of Petroleum, and, having regard to the great and 
growing importance of petroleum and its products for Naval, 
Military, and industrial purposes, desires to commend the 
suggestions contained in the Memorandum to the serious 
consideration of the Governments concerned. 


Reso.tutTion VILI.—IMpeERIAL STATISTICS. 


The Imperial War Conference having considered the cor- 
respondence as to the improvement of Imperial Statistics 
arising out of the recommendations of the Dominions Royal 
Commission, is in favour of the proposal to hold a Conference 
of Statisticians after the war, and that such Conference 
consider the establishment of an Imperial Statistical Bureau 
under the supervision of an Inter-Imperial Committee. 








LS 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 


legal interpretations of the text 
selves. ] f zt of the documents them- 








PRIORITY RATION PERMITS. 


Attention is directed to the important lists of articles 
(on pp. 566 of our ‘‘Government Notices’’ Section) for 
which arrangements have been made under the Ration 
Permit System for the supply of material for manufac. 
ture. These articles cover brass castings, cast iron and 
wrought holloware, edge tools, needles, etc., domestic 
tinware, cutlery, etc. 





AMERICAN MUNITIONS PATENTS BOARD. 


_ the United States War Department announces that 
for the purpose of co-ordinating the policies of the 
War Department and the Navy Department in patent 
matters, the Secretary of War and the Secretary of 
the Navy have established a Munitions Patent Board 
The membership of this Board consists of Mr. Thomas 
Ewing, jointly selected by the Secretary of Wiar and 
the Secretary of the Navy; Mr. Max Thelen, repre- 
sentative of the War Department; and Mr. Pickens 
Neagle, representing the Navy Department. ‘The 
Munitions Patent Board has been formed to consider 
clauses in the contracts of the respective departments 
dealing with patent questions, as to the validity or 
infringement of patents, and the patentability of in- 
ventions ; also questions as to the amount of compensa- 
tion to be paid for patents and for the use of patents 
and all other miscellaneous questions as to patents 
which may arise in the two departments interested. 
Ihe Board is empowered to recommend from time to 
time to the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the 
Navy suitable action to be taken and the policy to be 
adopted in regard to all patent matters which come 
beiore it in so far as they apply to the War Depart- 
ment subject to the final approval of the Secretary of 
War, and in matters for the Navy subject to the final 
approval of the Secretary of the Navy. 





THE EMPIRE’S MINERAL RESOURCES. 


The Imperial Institute, in continuation of its publi- 
cations with reference to the Mineral Resources of the 
Iimpire, has now issued a map with diagrams indi- 
cating the sources within the Empire of the chief 
metals of commercial importance. The outline map 
shows the occurrence in each British country of im- 
portant metallic ores, and also the existence of deposits 
at present unworked. The diagrams attached to the 
map give for 1915 the production of each country as 
well as the total British output, and the world’s output 
of each important metal or ore. 

The map with diagrams has been placed on sale at 
the price of 5s. 6d., post free. 





THE PREVENTION OF ANTHRAX. 


The Report has been issued (Cd. 9171, 6d. net) of 
the Departmental Committee (Home Office) appointed 
to inquire into precautions for preventing the danger 
of infection from anthrax in the manipulation of wool, 
ey hair, and camel hair. This Report is Vol. II. 
To... 
fection Sub-Committee on the experimental investiga- 
tion of disinfection of wool and hair. Vol III. (Cd. 
9172) contains a summary of evidence heard by the 
Committee and Appendices to the Report. 

A close investigation of the dangers of anthrax infec- 
tion satisfied the Committee that all materials must 


(Cd, 9057) contains the Report of the Disin- © 
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NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 





be regarded as being possibly infected except that 
derived from countries in which notification of cases, 
and measures for the prevention of anthrax, including 
the destruction of wool and hair of infected animals, 
are effectively enforced. All materials from Central, 
Southern and Western Asia and from Egypt are classed 
as dangerous. They conclude that the danger of in- 
fection from anthrax in wool is not one which can be 
dealt with advantageously by means of regulations, 
and, given a satisfactory alternative, is one which ought 
not to be dealt with in factories. As between a code 
of regulations—which in the view of the Committee 
would be irksome and_ ineffective—and a suitable 
method of disinfection of wool and hair, the Committee 
decide emphatically for disinfection. They have no 
hesitation in recommending, first, ‘‘ That the policy 
of attempting to control the danger of infection from 
anthrax in wool by regulations under the Factory Act 
should be abandoned, and instead the principle of 
compulsory disinfection -substituted.’’ Secondly, they 
recommend that ‘‘ disinfection of wool and hair should 
be permitted only in central disinfecting stations the 
sole business of which is disinfection.’’ In order that 
there should be international co-operation in disinfec- 
tion, it is also reeommended that ‘* The British Govern- 
ment should establish the Disinfection Authority, and 
should then take steps to obtain the co-operation of 
the Governments of all organised countries (1) in 
securing the disinfection of wool and hair, and (2) in 
such other measures as the Disinfection Authority may 
advise for the general prevention of anthrax.’’ The 
Report deals fully with the other recommendations of 
the Committee. 





IMPORTED FLAX SEED. 


The Minister of Munitions gives notice of his inten- 
tion to take possession of all Fibre Sowing Flax Seed 
imported into Ireland subsequent to 28th September, 
1918. Full particulars of such seed must be furnished 
by the importer to the Administrator, Flax Supplies 
Committee, Whitehall Buildings, Anne Street, Belfast, 
and any person selling, removing or secreting any such 
seed without the consent of the Minister of Munitions, 
or contrary to the conditions of any licence of permit 
issued will be guilty of an offence against the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations. The Notice appears in our 
“Government Notices’’ Section. 


THE RE-SCUTCHED TOW No. 2 ORDER. 


The Minister of Munitions has made a further Order 
(of which the text is given in our “‘Government Notices’’ 
Section) taking possession at fixed prices of all re- 
scutched tow off flax of the 1918 crop grown in Ireland. 
The tow will be divided under the direction of the 
Director-General of Aircraft Production into three gradcs 
according to quality, handling and cleaning. 

Persons having or controlling rug, re-scutched tow, 
pluckings or dressings off the flax of 1917 crop or 
previous years’ growth in Ireland must within two 
weeks make a return in the prescribed form of such 
stocks to the Administrator, Flax Supplies Committee, 
Whitehall Buildings, Anne Street, Belfast, to whom 
all communications should be addressed. 








MAXIMUM PRICES OF SULPHURIC ACID. 


An Order will shortly be issued by the Minister of 
Munitions fixing as from Ist November next new 
maximum prices for Sulphuric Acid in place of those 
fixed by an Order dated 10th May, 1918. The pro- 
jected new prices will be found in our ‘‘Government 
Notices’’ Section. ; 

Any communication in reference to the new Order 
should be made to the Director of Acid Supplies, 
Ministry of Munitions, Department of Explosives Sup- 
ply, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, 5.W.1. 


> 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 

The Office of the Indian Trade Commissioner in London 
has received, under date 23rd October, the following cabled 
news from the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, 
Calcutta :— 











SEASON. 


Rain much needed in Punjab, United Provinces, Bihar, 
and Bombay. Light rains have fallen in Bengal and parts 
of Bombay. Crop prospects in Assam are fair to good. 


MARKETS. 


Fine Broach ready for delivery is quoted at Rs. 800. The 
piece-goods market 1s depressed. 





CANADA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST. 


A continuous shrinkage in the value of Canadian exports 
for the first five months (April-August) of the present fiscal 
year, states the Officer in Charge of H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner’s Office at Montreal. 

Exports of manufactured goods have decreased 32 per 
cent. as compared with the corresponding period of 1917, 
while agricultural products show a decrease of as much as 
52 per cent. Moderate increases have occurred in exports 
of’mine products and fisheries, but a considerable increase— 
nearly 54 per cent.—in forestry products. 

The following tables show value (in dollars) of the foreign 
trade for August and the five months ending in August :— 


IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION. 



































August. Five months ending August 

1917. 1918 1917. 1918. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Dutiable Goods ......... 52,966,903 46,620 005 255,487 ,248 299,612,483 
rr 38 ,964, 106 33,032,521 218,594,611 183,450,251 
91.931,009 79,652,526 474,031,859 413,062,734 

EXPorts. 

August. Five months ending August 

1917. 1918, 1917. 1918. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Domestic Merchandise 146,387,586 90,153,888 654,242 °60 451,846,814 
Foreign Merchandise 6,175,759 2,649 609 17,780,379 10,269,040 
152,563,345 92,803,497 672,022,639 462,115,854 











The share of particular industries in the exports are shown 
in the following tables (in dollars) :— 
Exports FoR AUGUST. 


























1917. 1918. 
Domestic Foreign Domestic Foreign 
Dols Dols. Dols. ols. 

. ff 7,421,875 23,679 7,776,231 125,854 

— 2,048,215 7,958 2. 754,831 59,508 

— ee 4,700,686 6,228 7,512,141 1,253 

Animals and their 

Produce............... 19 463,416 702,827 17,988,859 963,457 

Agricultural Products 60,146,810 3,453,559 16,581,308 212,030 

Manufactures ......... §2 236 233 1,777,232 37.228,211 937 ,234 

Miscellaneous ..,...... 370,351 204.276 312,307 350,273 

146 ,387 ,586 6,175 759 90,153,888 2,649,609 

Exports, Aprit-AUGUST. 
1917. 1918, 
Domestic. Foreign. Domestic. Foreign 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 

The Mine _ .........-.. 28,961,238 112,104 33,129,026 1,075,558 

op FESNETION —cccocees 7,277,760 70,861 9,024.463 182,107 

oo FOCONS _ cetacean 23,112,347 31,757 34,772,096 35,217 
Animals and_ their 

PLOduce.........c-cccee 62,990,080 1,604,593 57,259.810 2,036,140 

Agricultural Products 939,997 023 6,585 .257 117,518,046 535.263 

Manufactures _...... 289.716.536 8.370.008 197.424 052 5,452,620 

Miscellaneous _ ...... 2,277,276 1 005,799 2,719,321 902,135 

654,242,260 17,780,379 451,846.814 10,269,040 











NEW ZEALAND. 


ESTIMATED POPULATION IN JUNE, 1918. 


In the New Zealand “Government Gazette” of Ist August, 
the Government Statistician estimates the population of the 
Dominion on the 30th June, as under :— 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 




















Males. Females. Total. 

Estimated population (exclusive of Maoris 

and residents of Cook and other Pacific mt ss 

Islands) on 3lst March, 1918 _............ 542,096 562,637 1,104,783 
Increase during June quarter, 1918— ; 

By excess of births over deaths _......... 2,063 2,132 4,195 

By excess of immigration over emigration 

(including members of Expeditionary 

ia ITE na Cr *2.013 *288 *2,. 301 
Estimated population (exclusive of Maoris 

and residents of Cook and other Pacific: 2 

Islands) on 30th June, 1918 _ 542,146 564,531 1,106,677 
Maori population, Census, 1916 _............... 25,933 23,843 49,776 
Population of Cook and other Pacific ; me 

Islands, Census, 1916... 6,552 6,245 12,797 
Total estimated population of the 

Dominion on 30th June, 1918 574,631 594,619 1,169,250 








*Excess of emigration over immigration. 





FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1917. 


In the Annual Report on the Falkland Islands (Cd. 963/18) 
the Secretary of the Colony states that the value of the im- 
ports during 1917 was £1,256,906, and of the exports 
£1,870,903, as against £591,071 and £2,053,719 respectively 
during 1916. 





IMPORTS. 
The following figures give the value of the imports during 
the years 1916 and 1917, arranged according to the countries 
of origin :— 





Country. 1916. 1917. 

£ £ - 
United Kingdom ............... 408,957 681,603 
British Colonies _............... 17,610 89,088 
Other Countries .................. 164,450 486,215 
OS Saar £591,017 £1,256,906* 








* Increase due to high price of imported coal. 
Exports. 

The following figures give details of the exports, arranged 

according to countries of destination :— 
Country 1916. 

£ 
United Kingdom 1,962, 794 
British Colonies ............ — one 
Other Countries 


eet ee eww eee 


dudceaeccspicel £2,053,719 


Totals £1,870,903 








WHALING AND SEALING. 


The following were the results of the whaling and sealing 
industries during 1917 :— 
Falkiand Islands— 
No operations during 1917. 
South Georgia— 

Six land factories; 2 ship factories; 29 catchers. 
Whales caught, 5,513 (giving 268,327 barrels of oil, 31 
tons of bone and 970 tons of guano). Value of products, 
£1,015,091 (oil £1,010,740, bone £1,750, guano £2,601). 

South Shetlands and Graham’s Land— 

Four ship factories ; 12 catchers. Whales caught, 2,003 
(giving 92,760 barrels of oil). Value of products, 
£479,260. 

South Orkneys— 
No operations during 1917. 


VALUE or CATCH. 


There were, therefore, in all 7,516 whales caught, and the 
total value of the products of the catch amounted to 
£1,512,351, as compared with a total of whales caught in 
1916 of 11,861, yielding products the total value of which 
amounted to £1,744,570. 

In South Georgia there were further killed 3,018 seals 
(2,941 sea elephants and 77 sea leopards), the product of 
which was 5,297 barrels of oil, valued at £26,435. 

The sealing season in South Georgia extends normally from 
the Ist January to the 3lst August; in 1917, as in 1916, it 
was extended to the 30th September for special reasons. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The total number of sheep in the Colony was 696,975, as 
compared with 689,904 during 1916. The number therefore 
has slightly increased in spite of the increased number of 
sheep canned during the season. Over 42,000 sheep were 
canned, as compared with a total of 37,000 in 1916. 

The number of cattle in the Colony is 6,844; their health 
continues to be good. 

The number of horses in the Colony was 2,653. During the 
period reported upon, 49 horses were imported from South 
America, and three Welsh studs. 


} 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





The area of land under cultivation was increased and the 
crops obtained were encouraging. 





FIJI. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1917. 

A Report on the Blue Book of Fiji by the Colonial Secre- 
tary states that the total value of imports and exports for 
the year 1917 amounted to £1,011,408 (including specie value 
£77,953) and £2,068,401, as compared with £878,500 and 
£2,254,044 in 1916. | 

The principal reductions in imports were:—Bags and 
sacks, £15,769; paints, £2,269; rice, £1,337; cigars and 
cigarettes, £1,113; and live-stock, £1,023. 

The principal increases in imports were :—Timber, £13,879; 
drapery, £10,204; manure, £10,069; meats, £9,685; hard- 
ware, £0,187; fish, £4,462; tobacco, £3,978; oils, £3,948; 
iron—black, pig and scrap, rails, etc., £3,715; boots and 
shoes, £3,092 ; stationery, £2,446; cordage and rope, £2,262; 
galvanised iron and manufactures, £1,621; spirits, £1,449; 
leatherware, £932. 





CuIEF EXPORTS. 


The principal items of export continue to be sugar, copra, 
and green fruit, the quantities and values of these products 
exported during the year being :—Sugar, 97,335 tons, valued 
at £1,485,040 ; copra, 15,368 tons, valued at £359,372; green 
fruit, valued at £169,718. 

Bananas exported amounted to 529,454 bunches and 
413,301 cases, as compared with 817,499 and 417,065 in 1916. 

The principal minor exports were:—Sici shell, £16,488; 
rubber, £11,804; molasses, £11,047; hides, £4,328; and 
béeche-de-mer, £2,967. 

The bulk of the Colony’s trade is transacted with or 


through Australia and New Zealand. 


TRADE WITH UNITED KINGDOM. 


The total trade of the Colony with the United Kingdom 
fell from 5:5 per cent. in 1916 to 4:34 per cent. in 1917; that 
with British Possessions fell from 87-5 per cent. in 1916 to 
80°84 per cent. in 1917; and that with Foreign Countries 
rose from 7 per cent. in 1916 to 14°22 per cent. in 1917. 

The falling-off in the trade with the United Kingdom is 
due to the restriction of exports from that country, the 
difficulty of obtaining freight and the general situation aris- 
ing out of the war. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 

Imports from New South Wales have increased by £99,715, 
and exports have decreased by £343,987 as compared with 
1916. The increase in the imports is due to the diversion of 
trade from the United Kingdom and the Continent owing 
to the war, and the decrease in exports is due to the opening 
up of a new market for the sale of copra in the United States 
of America. a 

Imports from New Zealand have increased by £61,125, and 
exports have decreased £95,847. The increase in the imports 
is accounted for by the diversion of trade from the United 
Kingdom and the Continent owing to the war, and by diver- 
sion of trade from Australia owing to strikes. The decrease 
in exports to New Zealand is principally in sugar. 


JAPAN. 


There is a tendency towards increased imports from Japan, 
trade being diverted from other countries owing to the war. 
Exports to Japan have decreased owing to smaller shipments 
of trocas shell. 

Unitep STaTEs. 


The imports from the United States of America have a 


tendency to increase owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
goods. 





HONGKONG. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRIES IN 1917. 


The Report on the Blue Book for 1917 states that the 
imports show an increase of 123,025 tons compared with the 
year 1916. : 

Increases’are shown under: Coal, Kerosene Oil (in bulk), 
Sandalwood, Sugar, and General, while decreases are shown 
in Beans, Cotton Yarn, Cotton, Hemp, Flour, Kerosene Oil 
(in cases), Liquid Fuel, Rattan, Rice, and Timber. 


CoaL. 


There is an increase: of 208,154 tons over the previous vear, 
which is due to local and Canton manufacturing concerns, 
and also the Kowloon-Canton Railway laying in stocks as 
protective measure against advancing prices due to shortage 
of tonnage. 





OcToBER 31, 1918 Oc" 





On 
gener 


The 
tion 
predt 


Th 
great 
suppl 


stopL 
Phili 


Du 
the c 
dente 
a sit 
One 
short 
stror 
thro 
rulec 


exch 
woul 
of p 
the 
draw 


Di 
in Vv 
but 
owir 
rour 


on t 
pre- 


thei 
Chit 


out 

men 
in t 
raw 
at ¢€ 


the 
hig 
cow 
nec 
tur 


cor 
bell 
ami 


200 


1,4 
13, 
Aw 


dec 


fre 
ho. 
val 
val 


do! 


the 


‘Te- 
for 
lue 


ind 


ind 
nd 


(9; 
rd- 
i8 
nd 
32 
19; 


cts 


Vs 


OcToBER 81, 1918 














a 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





Cotton YARN AND CoTTON. 
Once again there is a decrease of 8,511 tons, due to 
general shortage of tonnage. 
Four. 


The decrease of 4,069 tons is due to Chinese flour competi- 
tion and high prices ruling for American and Canadian 
preduct, also shortage of tonnage and high freight. 


IK EROSENE OIL. 

There is an increase of 9,263 tons shown “‘in bulk’’ due to a 
greater demand from the various coast ports which are 
supplied from Hongkong. 

TIMBFR. ° 

A decrease of 17,319 tons, chiefly accounted for by the 
stoppage of Oregon Pine through high rates of freight, 
Philippine Hardwood being used instead. 

SucaR REFINERIES. 


During 1917 the general shortage of tonnage available for 
the carriage of Java sugars was responsible for an unprece- 
dented accumulation of stocks in godowns in Java, causing 
a slump in prices which involved severe losses to holders. 
One result in China—Hongkong’s main market—was a 
shortage of Javas, which was in part responsible for the 
strong demand for Hongkong Refineds which obtained 
throughout the greater part of the year. Prices in China 
ruled low, governed mainly by the influx of heavy shipments 
of Japanese sugars, and the prevailing high rate of silver 
exchange which benefited Japan. Offtake of local Refineds 
would have been considerably greater but for the incidence 
of political unrest in China during the last two months of 
the vear. India and the Persian Gulf have continued to 
draw substantial supplies from Hongkong. 

Cotton YARN. 


During the twelve months under review, trade was smaller 
in volume than the previous year, due to war conditions, 
but the monetary turnover could scarcely have suffered 
owing to the enormous advance in values, and taken all 
round the importers and dealers had a successful year. 

The political troubles in China had a depressing influence 
on trade, and with prices in some instances almost double 
pre-war days, the offtake was considerably reduced. 

The Japanese and Shanghai mills continued to extend 
their operations in the South, as well as in other parts of 
China. 

Roprt MAKING. 

The demand for Manila Cordage was fairly good through- 
out the year, and the total turnover showed slight improve- 
ment on that of the previous twelve months, but business 
in this commodity was greatly hampered by the high cost of 
raw material and difficulty of obtaining freight room even 
at enhanced rates. 

CeMENT MAKING. 

The demand continued good during the year 1917, although 
there were difficulties in obtaining freight room and the 
high exchange adversely affected business with gold standard 
countries. Owing to the high price of raw materials it was 
necessary to raise selling prices, but in spite of this the 
turnover compares favourably with 1916. 


TIN. 


The business in this commodity considerably increased in 
comparison with 1916, the demand from Europe and America 
being much greater. Imports from Yunnan in i917 
amounted to about 1!,000 tons, and from Kwangsi to about 
200 tons, as against 3,V00 tons and 1,000 tons respectively 
in 1916. 

During the year about 200 tons were exported to Japan, 
1,400 tons to Shanghai and other China Coast ports, and 
13,000 tons to Europe, Canada, and the United States of 
America. 

RATTAN AND FIBRE FURNITURE. | 

The value of rattan and fibre furniture exported in 1917 
declined to 200,000 dols. from about 600,000 dols., owing 
to the scarcity of tonnage and the enormous increase in 
freight rates. Materials for making up this fairniture were, 
however, exported in larger quantities; rattan canes to the 
value of about 1,500,000 dols., and grass and reed to the 
value of about 130,000 dols., were shipped as against 500,000 
dols., and 80,000 dols. respectively in 1916. 

LEATHER AND HIDEs. 


Business, most of which was done with Europe 
America, showed an increase of about 30 per cent. 


and 








Rs. 234,989. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


SEYCHELLES. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1917. 


The total value of the trade of the Seychelles for 1917, ac- 
cording to the Report on the Blue Book made by the Gov- 
ernor, was Ks. 2,619,459, against Rs. 3,158,662 for the 
previous year. The imports were valued at Rs. 1,272,520, 
compared with Rs. 1,486,420 in 1916, and the exports at 
Rs. 1,346,939, against Rs. 1,672,242 in the preceding year. 

It is satisfactory to record, the Report states, that imports 
from the United Kingdom show an increase of Rs. 86,408 
over the figures for the previous year, and exceed the total 
value of imports from foreign countries by Rs. 167,539. The 
imports from foreign countries show a decrease in value of 
Rs. 85,733 compared with the previous year. 

The imports from India—the granary of the colony—com- 
pared with 1916, show the considerable falling off of 
This is probably accounted for by the fact 
that fewer steamers called last year—from August to De- 
cember only two shipments of foodstuffs were received—and 
also to increased consumption of locally grown foodstuffs and 
consequent reduced importations. 


EXPorRTs. 


The value of exports was considerably affected by war con- 
ditions, viz., the prevailing shortage of tonnage. 2,113 tons 
of copra, valued at Rs. 894,059, were exported during the 
year, against 2,370 tons, valued at Rs. 836,829 in 1916. 

The value of vanilla exports dropped from Rs. 164,069 in 
1916 to Rs. 50,837 in 1917. Rubber shows a slight falling 
off in value. The rise in the essential oils industry reported 
last year has been maintained, and there are now more dis- 
tilleries at work, but owing to lack of shipping facilities the 
exports have been less. 

There were 2,020 tons of guano exported in 1917 against 
980 tons in the previous year. The shipments were made in 
small sailing vessels to Mauritius and Reunion, where guano 
is in large demand to meet the needs of sugar planters. 


DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


The principal countries between which exports were distri- 
buted are :— 

















Rs. 
ila tia cect ialdilted ihn enicn nama 542,225 
WN TRS onic ccsicecccccss. 510,699 
PYOMCH QOROMIGS  ...ccicccccccceseccess. 227 ,520 
SOLOMON ISLANDS. 
FOREIGN TRADE, 1917-18. 


The Acting Resident Commissioner of the British Solomon 
Islands reports that the foreign trade of the islands for 
the year 1917-18 was as under :— 


1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 
ES scticincssortmeniaanien 135,800 139,358 154,743 
TE. kccctsanteneitieeviedoen 102,652 109,386 149,743 


Trade has been good, and would have been better if ship- 
ping facilities had not been reduced. 


CopRaA. 


The chief industry is the production of copra which, now 
that many plantations are coming into bearing, will show a 
large increase in the near future. The export in tons during 
the last three years has been ;— 

1915-16 1916-17 
5,932 5,927 


LABoUR PROBLEM. 


The vital problem of labour affects the development of 
the Protectorate. The total number employed in 1917 was 
3,824 (as against 4,253 in the previous year), and of this 
number 1,356 were recruited on Malaita where, it is feared, 
the population is stationary, and the cost of obtaining 
recruits has reached the prohibitive price of £18 per head. 


1917-18 
6,943 





EUROPE. 


ITALY. 


OF COMMITTEE FOR SALE OF 
SICILIAN WINE. 


By a Decree of 18th August, published in the ‘‘Gazzetta 
Ufficiale’ of 30th September, a Committee has been formed 
under the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Rome, for 
the sale of Siciliam wines. 

The objects of the Committee are to promote and facilitate 
the export of wine, and the supply of transport and casks. A 








FORMATION 








554 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


OcToOBER 31, 1918 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniznued. 





credit of two million lire has been opened to finance these 
operations. 

The Committee will have power to order a census to be 
made of the available wines and material, and to requisition 
the latter. 








MEASURE TO ENCOURAGE TOBACCO 
CULTIVATION. 

In view of the ever-increasing price of labour and of raw 
materials indispensable in cultivation, and having regard 
to the existing maximum prices, the Controller-General of 
Monopolies in Italy has decided on the following increases 
in the prices of the tobacco crops of 1918 :— 

From 45 lire to 75 lire a quintal for tobacco pur- 
chased loose exclusive of those of levantine seeds. From 
55 lire to 100 lire a quintal for black tobacco purchased 
in packages. 

From 125 lire to 225 lire a quintal for levantine 
tobacco seasoned and purchased in bales. 

The Controller-General of Monopolies expects, by these 
means, to put home cultivation on a better footing and to 
arouse a wider and more productive interest in the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco on the part of the agriculturists who will no 
longer be attracted by the greater profits derived from other 
forms of cultivation. 





SICILY. 


DEVELOPMENT OF ELECTRICAL 
ENTERPRISE. , 
The British Consul at Palermo states that at an extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of the Societa 
Elettrica Della Sicilia Orientale, held at Milan, on 
22nd August, it was decided to increase the capital 
of Lire 15,000,000 to Lire 32,000,000 (or to Lire 
40,000,000 by 30th June, 1919, at the discretion of 
the Board), and to change the name of the company 
to “Societa Generale Della Sicilia,’’ with a view to 
extending its power stations and activities over the whole 
Island, and especially in the Province of Palermo and in the 
central region of the sulphur industry. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


RUBBER IMPORTS FROM BRITISH 
EAST INDIES. 

An interesting change in the sources from which the 
United States draws her supplies of rubber is illustrated in 
an article published in a recent issue of ‘‘Commerce 
Reports.’’ 

Importation of rubber in July, 1918, amounted, according 
to the article, to 40,448,509 pounds as compared with 
27,400,775 pounds in July, 1917, an increase of almost 48 
per cent. For the seven months ending with July, however, 
importations this year were only 239,011,951 pounds as 
compared with 242,003,420 poznds in the corresponding 
period of 1917. 

The British East Indies continue to be the chief source 
of supply for india-rubber, and in addition have increased 
direct exports to the United States from 90,258,760 pounds 
in the first seven months of 1917 to 171,417,154 pounds in 
the same period in 1918, or about 90 per cent. A large part 
of this increase is probably explained by the decrease in 
imports from the United Kingdom, which dropped from 
59,337,198 pounds in January to July, 1917, to 6,530,115 
pounds in the same period of 1918, a decrease of approxi- 
mately 90 per cent. 

Imports from both Brazil and the Dutch East Indies 
showed a decrease for the seven month period as compared 
with 1917, though the Dutch East Indies, with a decrease 
of about 20 per cent. to 29,016,962 pounds jumped from 
fourth to second place, and Brazil, with a decrease of 
40 per cent. to 25,418,392 pounds, managed to retain third 
place in the list of countries supplying the United States 
with this commodity. 











DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


The following table gives some idea of the changing direc- 
tion of purchases of india-rubber since the war started: 
Fiscal year 7 months Increase (+) 
ending June ending July or decrease 
1914 1918 





From Percentage Percentage Percentage 
United Kingdom ............. 37 3 — 34 
RE iia a a 31 1] — 20 
British East Indies _........ 12 72 + 60 
Dutch East Indies ........... 0-4 12 + 11-6 
Other countries ............... 19-6 2 —-17°6 

CS eee ota hie J 100 100 
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An interesting change that does not appear in the above 
table is the origin of the india-rubber imports from the 
British East Indies. Whereas in 1913 Ceylon rubber was 
preponderant, in 1917 imports from the Straits Settlements 
were almost five times those from Ceylon. The increased 
rubber production in the Straits Settlements is largely 
responsible for the decreased tin production of that colony, 
as the tin miners have been attracted by the higher wages 
prevailing on the rubber plantations. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 
THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


In the first number of the official commercial monthly 
which is being issued by the Brazilian Government (Economic 
and Commercial Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), 
an account is given of the sugar industry in Brazil. Owing 
to the unparalleled demand created for Brazilian sugar on 
account of the war—by the shrinkage of production in 
belligerent countries, and again by crop failures in the River 
Plate, there has been an encouraging improvement, the 
article states. 

The situation before the war was as follows: Crippled by 
mortgages and with installations of productive capacity 
greatly inferior to those of other countries, mill owners were 
not in a position to acquire the modern machinery to enable 
them to compete with their rivals. 

Meanwhile, the home industry maintained a precarious 
existence, subject to the incessant oscillations of the home 
market, on which alone it could count for marketing its 
output. In 1912 and 1913 exports of sugar reached the 
minimum of 4,771 and 5,367 tons respectively, valued at 
1,000,009 milreis per annum. 

Such were the conditions of the Brazilian sugar industry 
at the outbreak of war. The position of both producers and 
refiners, in consequence of the low prices that prevailed 
throughout the year 1914 was most critical. 











EFFECT OF THE WAR. 


But directly the expansion of demand to which the war 
gave rise was appreciated, the industry received a great 
impulse, and prospects of high prices and large profits 
stimulated both production and manufacture. 

The rise of prices encouraged producers to greater efforts. 
Sugar mills and their capacity were both increased, and by 
1916 the value of exports of sugar had reached almost 
13 millions sterling or about 26.000 :000 milreis, and by 1917 
amounted to £3,624,541 or 68.772 :000 milreis. 

Before the war, Germany, with a production of 24 million 
tons of sugar, of which at least one-third was exported, 
lost all her oversea trade, whilst home production suffered 
by the deflection of labour from agricultural to war _ in- 
dustries. 

So considerable a deficit in the world’s supplies neces- 
sarily reacted on prices and on the indastrial prospects of 
producers not involved in the war. 


BRAZILIAN Exports. 


The chief factor of the improvement was largely adven- 
titious, due to the failure of production in Argentina in 
consequence of the drought that afflicted the sugar growing 
districts of the country for two years in succession, and 
consequent rise of prices. 

Whilst no sugar was imported in 1/15 by Argentina from 
Brazil, in 1916 13,641 tons were imported, and from 2,310 
tons in 1915, exports from Brazil to Uruguay, subject to 
similar influences, rose in 1916 to 16,186 tons. 

In 1916 the export trade to the River Plate alone had 
risen to 29,827 tons, or 55 per cent. of Brazil’s total exports 
of sugar. 

In 1917 the movement showed further increase, 62,784 tons 
being exported to Argentina aud 34,973 tons to Uruguay, 
or 98,000 tons in all to River Plate markets, or 75 per cent. 
of the total of all Brazilian exports of sugar. 


PossiIBILity oF NEw MARKETS. 


Brazil’s productive capacity in sugar is estimated in the 
article at 100,000 tons per annum, worth at actual prices 
64.000 :000 milreis, or some £3,000,000. whereas Cuba last 
year at a single deal sold to the United States 2,500,000 
tons which, at lower prices than now ruling, produced the 
respectable sum of 1,400,000:000 milreis, or nearly 
£70,000,000, or more than the value of all Brazil’s exports 
put together, inclusive of coffee, rubber, cereals and man- 
ganese. 

In order to market even 100,000 tons, it is stated that 
Brazil must be able to compete with other countries. This 
can only be done by taking advantage of actual huge profits 
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to improve the sugar mills. If that is done it is expected 
that the sugar will find a certain market in England, to 
which country the exports in 1909, 1910 and 1911 were 
51,000, 46,000 and 23,000 tons respectively, and in 1914 
24,000 tons. 

American and Uruguay markets are open to Brazilian 
sugar, as also are those of Portugal, Spain and Italy, to 
which last country 7,000 tons were shipped in 1917. 

There are other markets, too, in the East and South 
America, to which the Brazilian Government will devote 
particular attention. In fact, it was with this object in view 
that the late reconstruction of the Consular Service was 
undertaken. 

During the first four months of the current year, exports 
show a shrinkage compared with the same period 1917 to all 
destinations excepting Italy and the South American Re- 
publics. 


ESTIMATED COFFEE EXPORTS FROM 
SAO PAULO. 
(From H.M, Commercial Attaché.) 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 

The following estimate (a rough one of necessity) has been 
supplied from Sao Paulo of the amount of coffee the railways 
expected to carry as a result of the frost which has recently 
affected production :— 





SEE -pusdenendindtndanicitinemoisonaanaceiins 12,000,000 bags 
SEE Seiuaswcneeneieie weeevnsseetsusesonts 4,000,000 bags 
TE” -cnkssenelenstatensienisieniniasaimou 6,000,000 bags 


After 1920 it is expected that the land will have recovered 
to a great extent from the effects of the frost, and that 
normal conditions will begin to prevail. 

The frost has naturally therefore to be reckoned with by 
carrying concerns. 

It is believed that the daily freight on the Sao Paulo 
Railway has already been reduced by over 50 per cent. of 
the normal, though this reduction is exaggerated by the fact 
that farmers are holding up present stocks. 

In the ‘‘Textiles’’ section of this issue a short description 
is given of the steps taken in Sao Paulo to grow cotton as a 
result of the failure of the coffee crops. Reference is also 
made to the transport requirements of the State, and the 
immediate need for supplies of locomotives. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 


Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special regulations governing trade with certain 
countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 











BRITISH INDIA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries :— 

MILL SUPPLIES, PIECE GOODS, STATIONERY, 
PAPER, Etc.—A Bombay firm of general merchants and 
commission agents, claiming to be in a favourable position to 
handle United Kingdom goods, wish to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of mill supplies, cot- 
ton and woollen piece goods, stationery, paper, jewellery, 
and general merchandise. 

(Refence No. 335.) 

STATION BOOKSTALL REQUISITES.—A firm of ad- 
vertising contractors and railway booksellers, having 
branches at Allahabad, Calcutta and Bombay, desire to act 
as agents on the Indian railways for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters of all requisites for station 
bookstalls, including patent medicines, tonic foods, tobacco 
and cigarettes, and any other similar commodity used by 
the travelling public. With their branches at the three 
large centres, and native agents at every station of any 
size throughout Northern India, the firm claims to be in a 
position to do good business in these goods. (Reference 
No. 336.) 

{See Manufacturers and Exporters above.] 














| 
| 
| 
| 
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AUSTRALIA. 


TEXTILES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in .ustralia re- 
ports that a manufacturers’ agent in Sydney .esires to get 
into touch, with a view to obtaining agencies or New South 
Wales, with United Kingdom manufacture’ . of cotton and 
linen piece-goods, quilts, towels, etc.; co’.on and woollen 
dress materials; hcsiery and haberdashery. The enquirer 
proposes to operate agencies by indenting with wholesale 
merchants in Australia and approved retail houses on a com- 
mission basis, and, if necessary, carrying stocks on consign- 
ment. He claims to have a thorough knowledge of the 
textile trade and extensive connections, having acted as 
senior city representative for a local firm for over twenty- 
two years. 

(Reference No. 337. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 

ok * * * * 


GLASSWARE.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia 
reports that tenders are invited by the Victorian Govern- 
ment Railways for the supply and delivery of glassware, 
(Contract No. 31,994.) A set of samples of the glassware re- 
quired may be inspected at the Office of the High Commis- 
sioner for Australia in London, Australia House, Strand, 
W.C. 1. 

Copies of the specification, conditions of contract and 
forms of tender, may be obtained from the Victorian Gov- 
ernment Railways Commissioners, Spencer Street, Mel- 
bourne, at which address also sealed tenders, on the proper 
forms, will be received up to 15th January, 1919. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and owing to forms having to be obtained from 
Australia this intimation will be of use only to firms having 
agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by cable. 








CANADA. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, DRUGGISTS’ SUN- 
DRIES, GROCERY, Etc.—The Office of H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in Montreal reports the receipt of the following 
enquiries :— 

A firm of importers, exporters and commission agents 
at Vancouver, British Columbia, desire to get into 
touch, with a view to obtaining sole agencies for Western 
Canada, with United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters 
of surgical instruments, and druggists’ sundries, all classes 
of glue, dyes that can be sold to the retail trade, drug 
and hardware specialities and grocery. Prices quoted should 
be c.i.f. Vancouver, and must be accompanied by samples. 
Business terms: Cash against documents, Vancouver. 
(Reference No. 338.) 

CHEMICAL APPARATUS, MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
APPLIANCES, Etc.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal 
desires to act as selling agent, on commission, throughout 
Kastern Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
chemical apparatus, medical and surgical appliances and 
druggists’ sundries. (Reference No. 339.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above.] 

% * * Ba * 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further infor- 
mation may be obtained :— 

GROCERY LINES.—A Toronto Company, claiming to 
have a good connection, would be glad to obtain the agency 
for United Kingdom manufacturers and shippers of grocery 
lines. 

[See Notices to Manufacturers and Exporters above.] 

Note.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiry should be addressed as indicated above. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Johannesburg has 
forwarded copies of the specification, conditions of contract 
and forms of tender in connection with a call for tenders by 
the South African Railways and Harbours Administration 
for the supply and delivery of the following articles :— 

COTTON AND WOOL WASTE.—(1) Up to noon on ilth 
November, for the supply and delivery of 150 tons coloured 
cotton waste and 60 tons of woollen waste, being approximate 
requirements for the twelve months ended 3lst December, 
1919. (Tender No. 180.) Tenderers must forward a fully 
representative sample (at least 56 lb.) of the waste they 
intend to supply, to reach the Chief Railway Storekeeper, 
Park Station Chambers, Johannesburg, before the time for 
the receipt of tenders. Without the necessary sample a 
tender will not be considered. 

BUFFALO HIDES.—(2) Up to noon on 25th November 
for the supply and delivery of 879 brown buffalo hides; 998 
green buffalo hides; 88 maroon buffalo hides. The skins must 
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conform to the Administration’s sample for colour, which 
sample may be inspected at the Railway Stores, Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth, East London, Durban, Bloemfontein, and 
the Office of the Chief Railway Storekeeper, Johannesburg, 
also at the Office of the High Commissioner for the Union of 
South Africa, 32, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. (Tender 
No. 179.). 

Seng of the specifications, etc., may be obtained from 
the Secretary to the Tender Board, South African Railway 
Headquarter Offices, Johannesburg, at which address also 
sealed tenders on the proper forms will be received up to the 
dates mentioned. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation therefore will be of use only 
to firms having agents in the Union who can be instructed 
by cable. 

"WIRE ROPES.—With reference to the notice published 
on p. 522 of last week’s issue of the “Board of Trade 
Journal’ relative to a call for tenders by the South African 
Railways and Harbours Administration for 174 coils steel 
wire rope, the Imperial Trade Correspondent at Johannes- 
burg reports that the time for the receipt of tenders has 
been extended, and that tenders will now be received up to 
25th November. 





FRANCE. 


HOSIERY, DRAPERY AND TINNED PROVISIONS.— 
H.M. Consul at Bordeaux reports that an agent at Toulouse 
wishes to get into touch with manufacturers and exporters 
of hosiery and linen drapery for women, also of tinned pro- 
visions, with a view to obtaining agencies therefor. 

[Reference No. 389. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 

MACHINERY.—An agent in Paris wishes to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of various machines and 
machinery for cutting, stamping, sinking, rolling and bend- 
ing sheet metals, particularly those used in the manufacture 
of boilers, etc. 

[Reference No. 340. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 





ITALY. 


OPENINGS FOR CERTAIN GOODS. 

The following enquiries for United Kingdom sources of 
supply from persons and firms in Italy, some of whom for- 
merly did business with German and Austrian firms, have 
been received at the British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 
7, Via Carlo Felice, Genoa. The enquirers are desirous of 
forming business connections now, irrespective of whether 
United Kingdom firms are able to give deliveries at present 
—see Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. All 
communications regarding the enquiries should be sent to 
the Secretary of the Chamber. 

FOODSTUFFS, CHEMICALS, AND OIL SEEDS.—A 
Genoa merchant would buy for his own account from, or re- 
present on commission, manufacturers and importers of 
chemicals, oil seeds and foodstuffs. The enquirer corres- 
ponds in English and knows all Italy. (1,542.) 

CHEMICALS, SOAP AND SOAP-MAKING MATERI- 
ALS.—Another Genoa merchant would buy for his own 
account from, or represent on commission, manufacturers 
of chemicals, soap and soap-making materials. (1,546.) 

STATIONERY ARTICLES, PENS AND GENERAL 
OFFICE SUNDRIES.—A stationer and bookseller in Genoa 
wishes to buy for his own account from manufacturers of 
stationery articles, pens and general office sundries. (1,548.) 

HOOP IRON.—A firm at Turin requires quotations, c.i.f. 
Genoa, for 100 tons of hoop iron 25/60 m.m. wide and 
1.4 mm. thick, from United Kingdom manufacturers. 
(1,552.) 

MACHINERY FOR MANUFACTURE OF LEATHER 
BELTING.—A firm at Ravenna desires to buy machinery 
for leather belting manufacture from firms manufacturing 
such machinery. (1,556.) 

GALALITH.—A firm of manufacturers at Renate Brianza 
desires to purchase supplies of galalith. (1,560.) 

STAMPS, SEALS, PADS, STENCILS, Etc.—An en- 
graver in Genoa desires to buy for his own account from 
manufacturers of stamps, seals, pads, stencils, boxes of 
letters in india-rubber, etc. (1,562). 

MACHINERY.—-Enguiries are made by a Turin firm for 
machinery for the manufacture of horse-shoe nails. (1,564). 

Note.—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
the above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents in 
Italy in preparation for post-bellum trade, and interested 
in the foregoing enquiries, should address the Secretary, 
British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via Carlo Felice, 
Genoa, quoting the relative reference number in brackets. 








— 





| 
| 
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Shipping and Transport. 


CHINA 





(Manchuria). 





THROUGH GOODS TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS. 


An announcement in the South Manchuria Railway Com- 
pany’s ‘Gazette’ of 17th August contains provisional regu- 
lations of the Dairen Administration Office of the above 
company, and the Administration Office of the Kirin-Chang- 
chun Railway (under the jurisdiction of the Chinese Depart- 
ment of Communications) for the control of through goods 
traffic. The terms (translated from the Japanese) of the 
arrangement are :— 

ARTICLE I, 


The following are the stations at which through goods 
traffic will be handled: 
Manchurian Railway.—aAll stations except those at which 
no goods traffic is at present handled. 
Kirin-Changchun Railway.—Hsia-Chu-Tai, Hua-Pi-Chang, 
Chu-Chan, Kirin. 
ArtTIcLE IT. 


The following goods will not be handled except under 
special permit :— 

Quicklime and other combustibles, live animals, corpses, 
weapons, ammunition, explosives, and raw materials for 
manufacture thereof; table salt, opium. 

Perishable goods such as fresh fish, fresh meat and fresh 
vegetables ; and goods the value of which is too small to cover 
freight and other charges on the railway where they are to 
be delivered. 

Articre III. 


Freight and other charges on through goods will be cal- 
culated as follows :— 

On the Manchurian Railway they will be in accordance 
with the fixed goods and baggage tariff of that railway. 

On the Kirin-Changchun Railway they will be in accord- 
ance with the freight tariff of that railway. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The method of levying freight and charges will be as 
follows :— 

(1) That which is due to the railway on which the goods 
are despatched shall be paid in advance, and that which is 
due to the railway on which the goods are delivered shall be 
paid on delivery. 

But by special arrangement the inclusive charges may be 
payable in advance. _ 

(2) When a special arrangement has been made for de- 
ferred payment of charges, goods may be accepted on the 
deferred payment system in so far as concerns the railway 
with which the arrangement has been made. 


ARTICLE V. 


The junction station for through goods traffic is Chang- 
chun on the Manchurian Railway. 


ARTICLE VI. 
The responsibility for damage (to goods) caused in transit 


will be borne by each railway in accordance with the condi- 


tions relating to carriage of through goods and other provi- 
sions enforced by it. 





JAPAN (Corea). 





NEW LIGHT RAILWAY PROJECTED FOR 
SOUTH COREA. 


Under date of 5th July, official permission was granted by 
the Government-General, according to the Seoul press, for 
the establishment of a light railway starting at Masan and 
connecting with the Honam line at Songchyonli. A branch 
line will also run from Wanchon to Chonju, the capital of 
North Chonia Province. 

The main line measures 157 miles and the branch line 
46 miles 48 chains, making a total of 303 miles 48 chains. 
The gauge of the railway will be 2 feet 6 inches, and the 
building expenses are estimated at six million yen. 

According to the plan as it now stands, the building of the 
railway will be started during autumn of 1919, and finished 
as follows :— 

First PERIop. 


Songchyonli to Tamyang. | From autumn 1919 till spring 
Masan to Kunpuk. 921. 

SECOND PERIOD. 
Tamyang to Wanchon. 


Wanchon to Namwon. 


; From spring 1920 till autumn 1921 
Kumpuk to Chinju. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT--—continued. 





[HIRD PERIOD. 

From spring 1921 till autumn 1922. 
From spring 1921 till spring 1922. 
FourtH PERIOD. 

From autumn 1921 till spring 1922. 


SPAIN. 


SHIPBUILDING AND PORT DEVELOPMENTS 
AT CADIZ. 


(From the British Vice-Consul.) 


Chonju to Namwon. 
Chinju to Hatong. 


Wanchon to Hatong. 








CaDIz. 

A great deal of enterprise is being shown in increasing 
the port facilities and developing the shipbuilding yards at 
Cadiz. The revival of trade at the port, which is now bound 
up with the sea traffic between Spain and Latin America, and 
is also a distributing centre for Spain, Portugal, Morocco, 
and even certain parts of France, points to the importance 
of the developments that are taking place. 

A company with a capital of 10,000,000 pesetas (to-day 
nearly £440,000 sterling), part of which is British, is about 
to begin work under the style of the ‘‘Asociacion Hispano- 
Britanica,’’ has acquired the slipway and grounds known 
as the ‘‘Varadero Ildefonso Fuente.’’ Hitherto none but 
repairing work of minor importance has been undertaken 
on this small slipway. However, its situation on the pro- 
tected shore of the bay close to Puntales pier, and the 
space offered (80,000 square metres) have paved the 
way for new enterprise, which is but preliminary to an 
extension involving greatly increased capital for the de- 
velopment of overseas traffic. Ships are to be built under 
the sane management. 

The building of a dry dock 125 metres in length, as well 
as two slipways for wooden ships and two others 110 and 130 
metres long are to be commenced. There will be foundries 
and workshops, and boilers are to be built on the premises. 
American machinery, chosen from the smartly edited cata- 
logues which have been supplied in profusion, has already 
been contracted for, and licences to ship it are stated to 
have been granted. 

Surp-BvuILpIna. 

In addition to these developments in constructional work, 
good progress has been made by the ‘‘Sociedad Espanola de 
Construction Naval,’’? which is the lessee of the Matagerda 
yards belonging to the Compania Transatlantica. Two 
sister ships of 2,500 tons gross each have been Jaunched by 
them in the last two years. 

Progress has also been made by the ‘‘Astilleros Gadi- 
tanos,’’ once known as the ‘‘Astillero Vea-Murguia,’’ which 
was purchased recently by a powerful Bilbao concern. The 
building of their first ship, a 600 ton steamer of steel, was 
begun in February of this year, after a standard type, and 
five more of this class are to follow. All ships are to be 
built on the standardised templating system. Three launch- 
ways 172 metres long are now completed, and three more 
of the same length are under construction. Two dry-docks 
are being built, one 700-800 feet long and another 500 feet, 
which are expected to be ready next vear. There is as yet 
no slipway where repairs can be carried out. 

FURNACES AND ENGINEERANG WORKS. 

A moulding shop has been erected with three blast fur- 
naces, a frame furnace 60 feet long as well as a plate bend- 
ing furnace. The yard contains also a plating shed 400 feet 
long, a set of rollers and two planing machines 36 feet long, 
as well as a riveting machine. The firm is putting in its 
own electric power station and this will be running soon. 
The engines and complete plant have come from Madrid. 
The foundations of an engineering shop 200 feet long have 
been laid, and it is in process of rapid construction. When 
finished it will be one of the best and most up-to-date engi- 
neering shops in Spain, and the whole enterprise will be as 
modern as Spanish capital and directors, three or four 
Scotch engineers and foremen, and Andalusian labour, 
stiffened with a sprinkling of Northern ‘‘Vascuenses’”’ can 
make it. 

FREE ZONE. 

The valuable concession by the Government of a Free Zone 
(‘“‘Deposito Franco’’ managed by the ‘‘Sociedad Credito y 
Docks’”’ of Barcelona) for warehousing goods from abroad, 
by which Cadiz becomes an important centre for distributing 
goods for Spain, Morocco, and Portugal; the establishment of 
a bank at which to negotiate or mortgage the warrants issued 
on such goods; the extensive harbour works, which on their 
approaching completion will provide Cadiz with a suitable 
port for all kinds of shipping—all point to the birth of a 
new era for this district. 








Minerals. 


CANADA. 


COAL OUTPUT IN ALBERTA, JAN.-JUNE. 


The Chief Inspector of Mines in Alberta has given the fol- 
lowing figures to the Imperial Trade Correspondent at Cal- 
gary of the output of coal in the Province during the period 
January to June, 1918. 

The total output for six months is 2,906,820 tons. The 
monthly production was :— 











POMGMRTG — cecescosens ED | MMIII: - - ¢0cennsvnnoninas 396,987 

February. _......... SH EE. he sddvnicnesavease 435,197 

”  sésvesbindinennd SE I ©. swinedinndaneems 511,837 
NETHERLANDS. 





COAL AND LIGNITE PRODUCTION. 


While the Netherlands has become, increasingly dependent 
during the war on foreign countries for the supply of most 
necessities of life, the production of fuel within the country 
has very greatly increased. Not only coal-mining, but the 
working of the lignite deposits and the production of peat 
have been stimulated. 

Dealing with this satisfactory growth, articles in the 
Dutch press, from which the following information is taken, 
go so far as to state that the Netherlands will become 
independent of importations. The development of the coal- 
mining industry is indicated by two figures: Production in 
1913 was 1,873,000 metric tons; in 1917, 3,079,000 tons, of 
which 1,092,000 tons came from the Government mines. 


STATE AND PRIVATE MINEs. 


in June, 1918, the production of the State mines 
amounted to 119,000 tons, against 65,000 tons in June, 1917, 
and that of private concerns 168,000 tons against 118,600 
tons. This production is equivalent to an annual production 
of 3,444,000 tons, and it is hoped that the output in 1918 will 
actually be somewhere about 3,500,000 tons. The chief 
engineer of the State mines estimated in 1916 that by 1920 
a production of 3,000,000 to 3,250,000 tons would be possible. 
In 1913 private concerns were producing by far the greater 
part of Holland’s coal output. Of the four State mines, the 
Wilhelmina, Emma, Hendrik, and Maurits, only the Wil- 
helmina was extensively producing. This is a mine of the 
‘350,000 tons’’ type, that is to say, it is worked on the basis 
of an estimated production of that amount. The production 
of private mines and of the Wilhelmina has been increased 
during the war by 15 to 20 per cent. But the coal production 
of Holland has been chiefly increased by the development 
of the Emma mine, which was hardly producing anything in 
1913, but is now producing more than any of the others. 
In June about 59,000 tons was taken from the Emma mine. 
This mine is producing 78 per cent. more than it did in 
1916. 

The State mine Emma is expected to produce before the 
end of 1919 at the rate of 1,000,000 tons of coal per annum 
—the principal shaft is 410 metres deep—provided that the 
many difliculties which have arisen in the supply of mining 
requisites are satisfactorily surmounted. Liquid oxygen is 
being used with success in place of dynamite. A satisfactory 
substitute for benzine lighting will perhaps be found. Mine 
cables are now being manufactured in Holland. Pit-props are 
now being produced from Dutch woods. * There is a con- 
tinual struggle with difficulties. It is difficult to obtain 
sufficient food for the miners to keep them efficient. 

After the Emma, which has not yet reached its maximum 
output, come the Oranje-Nassau III private mine and the 
Hendrik State mine. Both produced their first coal during 
the war and are now producing 600 tons a day each. Lack 
of material is hampering their production, and the Oranje- 
Nassau IIT urgently requires further machinery. 


EFFECT oF PRICES. 


The chief incentive to increase production has of course 
been the advance of coal prices, which were from Fl. 8-10 per 
ton before the war, to Fl. 16-20 in 1917. Another factor was 
the excess of demand over supply, so that there was a 
ready sale for all that could be produced. It has not all 
been plain sailing, and if it had not been that the manage- 
ment had realised the enormous importance to the State of 
pushing the production of these mines they would never have 
displayed this extraordinary energy. In the first place there 
was a strong prepudice in Holland against Limburg coal. 
The competition of the Rhenish Westphalian Coal Syndicate 
killed the demand for Dutch coal, and the bulk of it was 
sent abroad. Much went to Germany, but the bulk of it to 
Belgium, Northern France, and especially Paris, where 
Limburg house coal was very popular. In 1913 only 637,000 
tons of Limburg coal, about one-third of the production, 
was consumed in Holland. 
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MINERALS —continued. 





LIGNITE PRODUCTION. 


it was only in 1917 that the development of the rich 
og deposits of Limburg was taken in hand on a great 
scale. 

About 2} million florins has been invested in lignite enter- 
prises in the course of one year. The production is now only 
limited by the possibilities of transport. These lignite fields 
are adjacent to the coal pits of Limburg. The principal 
concerns, the Bergerode Company and the Carisborg Com- 
pany, began operations in August, 1917. Two smaller con- 
cerns, the Louisehoeve and the Lexby, are of minor im- 
portance, as they produce very irregularly and very little, 
mainly because of the great difficulties of transport from 
them. Another concession called the Herman has not yet 
been worked. 

In 1917 the total output was about 39,500 tons, a negligible 
quantity when the fuel value of lignite is considered as 
compared with coal. Since January, 1918, however, there 
has been an extraordinary increase in producticn, which will 
presumably continue. The Bergerode produced in January 
21,000 tons, in April 57,000, and in July nearly 80,000. If 
transport facilities are adequate the Bergerode will certainly 
soon be producing 100,000 tons monthly. This rapid develop- 
ment has been facilitated by the construction of a railway 
connecting the concessions with the Emma and Hendrik Siate 
mines. 

The development of the Carisborg field is an even more 
eloquent proof of the importance of transport. In January 
it produced 7,000 tons, in April 19,000, but in June, after 
it had been connected with the State mines by a full-gauge 
railway, the production rose suddenly to 36,000 tons, and in 
July it was 73,000, an increase of more than 100 per cent. 
in one month. The method of working the field had been 
improved, and a continual working system had been intro- 
duced. In August the production was expected to be 80,000 


tons, and it was not likely to exceed this figure at present. 
Propuction In 1918. 


The production of the lignite fields in the first six months 
of 1918 was about 400,000 tons. At a very moderate estimate 
the production for July to December may be reckoned at 
150,000 tons per month, or 900,000 tons, which would give a 
total of 1,300,000 tons for the year. As lignite has about 
one-third of the fuel value of coal, this would be equivalent 
to 400,000 tons of coal. Probably this estimate of produc- 
tion is too low, and it may be expected that the lignite 
production in 1918 will bring the total fuel output of Lim- 
burg up to a quantity equivalent to 4,000,000 tons of coal. 
If one includes the peat production of the country, the fuel 
output of Holland in 1918 may be expected to reach some- 
where about the equivalent of 5,000,000 tons of coal; but 
the minimum consumption of Holland is estimated at 
6,500,000 tons. The Lignite Law, passed in March, 1918, will 
have the effect of increasing the number of lignite 
enterprises. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





THE CHROMITE INDUSTRY IN 1917. 


The Geological Survey of the United States has issued its 
annual report on the chromite industry for 1917. 

The domestic production, according to the estimate made 
in the report, was 43,725 gross tons—mainly from California, 
where the output was more than 36,700 tons. Alaska pro- 
duced nearly 1,000 tons, and the remainder came mostly 
— the States of Washington, Maryland and North Caro- 
ina. 

On account of the greater war demands it has been esti- 
mated by the Committees on mineral imports and exports 
of the Shipping and War Trade Boards that the needs of 
the United States in 1918 will be equivalent to about 130,000 
gross tons of 50 per cent. ore, of which 67,500 tons will be 
needed for ferro-chrome, 40,000 tons for making bichromates 
and other chemicals for tanning, etc., and 22,500 tons for 
refractory purposes. 

Under the impulse of a great need and the favourable 
opportunity offered to arouse miners to strenuous efforts it 
is hoped and expected that the production of chrome ore 
in the United States in 1918 will be as much as 65,000 tons 
of all grades. This output would be equivalent to 37,700 
tons of 50 per cent. ore. 

To this, the Report states, may be added 1,000 tons from 
Alaska, 25,000 tons of low-grade ore from Canada, with 
some from Newfoundland, as well as about 30,000 tons from 
Cuba, Brazil and Guatemala, and there would remain more 
than 40,000 tons of various grades to be imported from New 
Caledonia and Greece. 








Textiles. 
AUSTRALIA. 


COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO COTTON 
CULTIVATION. 


A Committee has been appointed by the Commonwealth 
Board of Trade to investigate the facilities for raising cotton 
in Australia. 

Cotton cultivation to a limited extent has been tried in 
Queensland with success, the amount of cotton accepted by 
the Department of Agriculture in May, 1918, being 46,977 
pounds, as against 1U,163 pounds in May, 1917. 


CANADA. 


MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE CULTIVATION 
OF FLAX. 


In the Annual Report of the Canadian Minister of Agri- 
culture, the following statement is issued concerning the 
steps which are being taken in the Dominion for encourag- 
ing and extending the cultivation of flax. 

Experimental plots have been grown in the various dis- 
tricts in Canada, the Report states, with a view to determine 
the areas that are suitable for the production of flax fibre. 
The crops from these plots have been shipped to Ottawa and 
retted and scutched in the fully-equipped flax mill at the 
Central Farm. Fibre of first-class quality has been obtained 
from the western part of British Columbia, South-Western 
Ontario, the valley of the St. Lawrence, and the Maritime 
Provinces. An exhibit of flax fibre and products prepared 
by the Experimental Farm won a gold medal at the Toronto 
Exhibition in 1917. 

Special attention has been given to the production of a 
practical flax harvester, and it is hoped that such a machine 
will be on the market this season. The prairie flax straw 
piles may possibly become a valuable asset, as a serviceable 
straw board can be made from the flax straw now going to 
waste. A sort of straw lumber can also be produced suitable 
for walls and partitions in houses for about 6 dols. a ton. 

Investigations into the making of linen are in progress, 
but have not yet advanced far enough to give much encour- 
agement. In the way of paper making, however, there is 
said to be a great future for flax straw, and the experi- 
ments will continue till definite results have been secured. 

















BRAZIL. 


COTTON CULTIVATION AT SAO PAULO. 


(From H.M. Commercial Attaché.) 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 





Since the war a certain amount of cotton planting has 
been done in Sao Paulo, but no long staple cotton can be 
grown. The recent frost has given a tremendous impetus 
to cotton planting-—in fact the rush to plant it is stated to 
have been almost wild. 

Farmers hope, by adopting this course, to be to some 
extent compensated for the results of the frost in respect 
of coffee. The farmer has undoubtedly been hit very hard, 
and it is depressing to see the acres of good coffee trees 
burnt dry by the frost. It is stated in some quarters that 
the providential intervention of the frost has saved the 
coffee situation. It no doubt has in the sense that the ques- 
tion of dealing with a great surplus ceases to exist. 

It remains to be seen what is the intended destination of 
the cotton crops. There are, of course, a large number of 
textile factories in the State of Sao Paulo, at present import- 
ing cotton from the North of Brazil, and no doubt these 
will absorb a large proportion of the crop; but it is not 
easy to estimate what the crop will be. 

It is suggested that the cotton should be exported. This 
may be possible, but the fact that it will be nearly all short 
staple cotton will probably be an obstacle. Moreover the 
State does not appear to be properly equipped for handling 
cotton, even for local consumption. There appear to be 
very few presses in the State. This is natural, as cotton 
planting is a new feature in the State. It also seems doubt- 
ful if Sao Paulo cotton will be able to compete with that 
from the North of Brazil, where the quality is excellent 
and the staple much longer. In fact, in Rio Grande do 
Norte, sea island cotton is being grown. 

Cotton in Sao Paulo is planted in September and harvested 
in May. It thus entirely escapes any possibility of destruc- 
tion by frost. At present, however, there is a good deal of 
preoccupation on account of the existence of the Largarta 
rosa in the cotton seed. Various processes for sterilising the 
seed are being tried. 
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TEX TILES—continued. 





NEED oF ROLLING STOCK. 

The prospects of the cotton crop are reflected in the de- 
mands of the railways for rolling stock. For instance, forty 
new locomotives is what one railway wants in anticipation 
of the cotton crop. 

The Sao Paulo Railway, it is stated, require six new loco- 
motives. This is a normal want. Up to the present the 
Railways have always received all their imported rolling 
stock from the United Kingdom. 


ITALY. 


STATISTICS OF SILK INDUSTRY. 

The Annual Statistical Review of the Italian silk industry 
for 1917, published under the direction of the General In- 
spector of Industries, states that there were in Italy on 
the 30th June, 1917, 2,081 establishments connected with 
the silk industry, 209 of which were devoted to the culti- 
vation of the silkworm eggs, 1,703 to spinning and 169 to 
weaving. 

The Province of Lombardy occupies first place with 1,329 
establishments, followed by the provinces of Venice (220), 
Piedmont (166), Tuscany (106), and the Marches (159). 

The following table shows the number of employees en- 
gaged, together with the total salaries paid during the three 
seasons, 1913-14, 1914-15, and 1915-16 :— 








Year. Operators. Total Salaries. 
Lire. 

NE ‘rndaiennntadedideubuiiianesiie’ 82,454 23,372,386 

a de a 74,012 19,188,554 

SIE < < Sheculitachaseiketaidiintesiesisiiian 74,290 21,091,389 


The silk cocoon crop in Italy for 1917 amounted to 


30,830,000 kilogrammes. 





HEMP PRODUCTION. 

Hemp production in Italy increased from 72,400 metric 
tons in 1916 to &3,700 tons in 1917, but was below the 
average for the éight-year period, 1909-1916. The total area 
planted to hemp was 222,393 acres, principally in the 
Departments of Emilia and Campania. 

The following figures issued by the Ministry of Agriculture 
give the production of hemp for the past two years, also 
the average for the years 109 to 1916:— 

Average, 

















Departments. 1909-1916. 1916. 1917. 
Metric tons. Metric tons. Metric tons. 
SE ereerar rane 2,000 2.009 2,000 
Lombardy ...............+. 570 400 700 
i cia clit aoaaln 9 600 8,700 8,800 
EY er 49 500 29,600 44,700 
EE > /chiciiiiaaibesiacnnna 150 100 50 
Re rs ne ae Pe 220 200 300 
deci 320 200 200 
NEE ne ee 440 550 400 
Abruzzi and Molise ... 330 350 350 
RIL. ussneuiacauenin 22,800 20,100 26,000 
icin aiaitalins 110 100 100 
ee re 160 100 -100 
EE aaa ctisieis 86,200 72,400 83,700 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





OCTOBER ESTIMATE OF COTTON CROP. 

A despatch received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) from the. British Embassy 
at Washington, states that on 2nd October the United States 
Department of Agriculture estimated the cotton crop for the 
1918 season at 11,818,000 bales. 


AVERAGE COTTON IMPORTS, 1914-18. 

A message received from the British Embassy at Washing- 
ton states that the average monthly import of cotton into 
the United States in pounds during 1914 and.1918 is as 
follows :— 





Monthly average Monthly 
fiscal year average 

ending June Jan.-July, 

30, 1914 1918. 

United Kingdom ................... 213,087 ies 
DE- aieuiabserencsinashinninodadon 3,103,198 1,535,544 
SL. Neketadaridssionapgenncnenisapesien 537,966 530,530 
rer errr rer ee 254 949 196,139 
SL ~~ dcthcwuksivesdedduuhudeesidetnes 764,141 2,277,716 
REEL nicesennboherednnnundanbinningirs 5,305,671 7,392,796 








Sa a als 10,278,908 12,151,732 





Oils. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 








REVIEW OF WHALING INDUSTRY. 


A review of the whaling industry, given in the Annual 
Report of the Colonial Secretary of the Falkland Islands, is 
of interest at the present time, when two distinct questions 
—the protection of the whale, and the development of the 
resources of the Empire—are receiving considerable ‘atten- 
tion. 

BEGINNINGS OF THE INDUSTRY. 


The number of whales captured in southern waters in 
1906 is stated in an Annual Report of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries to have been 183 in all. It is from 
that period that the whaling industry of the Falkland 
Islands and its Dependencies may be said to have started. 
In the year 1900 the Falkland Islands Government had 
advertised in the “Official Gazette’ that it was prepared 
to grant a mining and general lease of Sou_h Georgia for a 
term of 21 years (renewable) to any responsible individual 
or company on certain stated conditions. 

Some correspondence led to the formation at Punta Arenas, 
Chile, of a company with the title of the South Georgia 
Exploration Company, Limited, to which the island of South 
Georgia was, in July, 1905, leased for a preliminary period 
of two years at a nominal rent of £1 per annum, with a 
view to a more definite arrangement later on. The Com- 
pany also took out a sealing licence for South Georgia 
at £10. 

The South Georgia Exploration Company, Limited, was 
an almost entirely British Company, the shareholders being 
‘small’? men, British shepherds of Patagonia, who invested 
their savings in the enterprise, raising in all a capital of 
some £3,000. 

On the 1lth March, 1905, the Buenos Aires ‘‘Nacion’’ 
published a short account of the formation of a whaling and 
sealing company, the Compania Argentina de Pesca, in that 
city. This company was promoted by Captain C. A. Larsen, 
who had commanded the ‘ Antarctica,’ lost in the 1902 
Swedish Expedition to the South Pole. Captain Larsen had 
a long experience of whaling work in Norway as well as a 
thorough knowledge of the Southern Seas, and he easily 
found a number of influential capitalists to back the under- 
taking. The initial capital of the company was some 
£40,000. In March, 1905, the ‘‘Nacion’’ was able to announce 
that the enterprise had started well, that 51 whales had been 
caught in less than a month, and that the first-fruits, in 
the shape of 200 tons of oil, had just reached Buenos Aires. 
This company made its working headquarters at Cumberland 
Bay, in South Georgia, and the Falkland Islands Government 
issued a lease of the Station, the first whaling lease, to the 
Compania Argentina de Pesca, to date from the lst January, 
1906. 

The promoters of the Exploration Company were soon con- 
vinced that their original project of sheep-farming and 
mining in South Georgia was impracticable and they there- 
fore decided to follow the example of the Argentine Com- 
pany and devote their energies to whaling and sealing. 
With this end in view they applied for and obtained from 
the Falkland Islands Government, in December, 1907, the 
first whaling licence issued. They now found that for the 
new enterprise they required more capital, but they sold 
their rights and title to a Norwegian firm for £1,500. 


GROWTH. 


From this time the growth of the whaling industry at 
South Georgia was rapid, and leases have been granted to 
the following companies :— 

(1) The Compania Argentina de Pesca (at Grytviken). 

(2) Messrs. Bryde and Dahl (Godt Hull Harbour, Cape 

George). 

(3) The Ténsberg Company (at Husvik Harbour). 

(4) The Sandefjord Company (at Stromness Bay). 

(5) The Ocean Company (at New Fortune Bay). 

(6) Messrs. Salvesen and Co. (at Leith Harbour). 

(7) The South Georgia Company (at Allardyce Harbour). 

(8) The Southern Whaling and Sealing Company (at Prince 

Olaf Harbour, Possession Bay). 

Only the last three (6), (7), and (8) are British companies. 
The success of the early operations of the South Georgia 
Companies led to an almost immediate establishment of 
similar whaling companies in other Dependencies of the 
Falkland Islands and in the Colony itself. In 1914-15 the 
following companies were licensed :— 

(a) South Shetlands and Graham’s Land. 
(1) Hektor, 1 land factory (lease) at Port Foster, Decep- 
tion Island, 2 floating factories, 5 catchers. 
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OILS —continued. 





(2) Odd, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(3) Sociedad Ballenera de Magallanes, 1 floating factory, 
3 catchers. 
(4) Laboremus, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(5) Hvalen, 2 floating factories, 3 catchers. 
(6) Southern, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(7) Norge, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(8) Salvesen, 2 floating factories, 3 catchers. 
(9) Ornen, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(10) Nor, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(b) South Orkneys. 
” — jointly, 1 floating factory, 3 catchers. 
(3) Hektor, 1 floating factory, 2 catchers. 
(4) Normanna, 1 floating factory, 2 catchers. 
(c) Sandwich Group. 
Nil. 
(d) Falkland Islands. _ 
(1) New Whaling Company (Salvesen), Land Factory 
and 4 catchers. 
SEASONS. 


In South Georgia whaling continues all the year round, 
but about five-sixths of the whales killed are caught in the 
Southern Summer, November to May. The South Shetlands 
season lasts some four to five months; in normal times the 
boats touch at Stanley, going south in early November 
and repass there on their voyage north in April. The Orkney 
season is shorter on account of the more severe weather con- 
ditions prevailing in that Dependency. Both are entirely 
abandoned during the Southern Winter. 

The non-British character of the whaling industry is 
marked by the fact that the employés of all the companies, 
British and Argentine, as well as Norwegian, are almost 
without exception Norwegians. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





PETROLEUM PRODUCTION IN BURMA. 


During the three years 1914-16 the output of petroleum in 
Burma increased steadily, states a Report issued by the 
Burma Government, and in 1916 reached the highest figures 
yet recorded. In 1917, however, there has been an 
appreciab'e fall, and the production, though over 18 million 
gallons larger than in 1914, differs little from the production 
in 1913. 

The yield from the Yenangyaung oil-field (Magwe District) 
has declined from 199 million gallons in 1916 to 177 million 
gallons in 1917. 

This fall more than accounts for the decrease in the 
provincial output. In 1909 and 1910 the Yenangyaung 
oil-field yielded over 80 per cent. of the total production 
for Burma, as against only 65 per cent. for the year of 
report. 

After Yenangyaung, the Singu field is the largest pro- 
ducer. The output from this field rose slightly during the 
year and is 11 per cent. higher than in 1915. The yield 
from the Yenangyat oil-field (Pakokku district) has con- 
tinued to increase. In 1915 the output was only 4 million 
gallons, and in 1916 53 million gallons. The increase is 
attributed to the tapping of lower horizons by the deepening 
of several wells. The production from the Minbu field 
(Minbu district) is the highest since 1912, and the prospects 
in this field are reported to be promising. The field began 
to produce for the first time in 1910. The results of exploita- 
tion of the Minhla field, Thayetmyo district, have proved 
disappointing. 


QUANTITY AND VALUE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCED IN 1917. 


District Quantity. Value. 
als. Rs. 

ST eee eee aera eae ee 10,894 3,145 
UE, ini iceunbunbasansasoucaanin 46,821 21,127 
RIND +s akbus tobvdaniiehcatedadedes 30,000 3,890 
RTE RS re eee 6,620,908 3,72,370 
le a a 3,468,382 2,16,774 
Macwe { Yenangyaung ............ 176,979,020 i,02,18, 182 
a iacssnsousnicanctar 85,639,166 49,44,530 

gu , ,639, 44, 








Total, 1917 ...... 972,795,191 1,57,79,928 








Total, 1916 ...... 291,769,083 
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Powers. 


GERMANY. 








FINANCE. 
NEW CAPITAL ISSUES IN 1917. 


The official returns of new capital issues in 1917 have now 
been published, and the Frankfurter Zeitung, in quoting 
from them, remarks that they lend sypport to the general 
view that during the year 1917 new issues of capital were 
considerable. This is not surprising, seeing that the war 
economy necessitated expansions and new foundations in 
many directions. Some check was indeed placed on the 
tendency by making new capital issues subject to official 
permission (November, 1917). 

The following table has been compiled from the report in 
the Frankfurter Zeitung :— 

Number of Companies. Capital (in 
millions of Marks), 


1917. 1916. 1917. i916. 

New companies founded 1,938 1,689 471°75 320-09 
Companies liquidated 96 103 32-45 23-20 
Bankrupt companies 2 7 0:70 2-60 
Companies increasing 

their capital ...... 809 521 875-65 304-58 
Companies decreasing 

their capital ... ... 38 42 26-05 23-83 


Total number of joint- 
stock companies at 


the end of the vear 34,870 33,486 24,272:93 23,449-81 
BERLIN BANKS AND RHENISH-WESTPHALIA. 


For many years past the great Berlin banking institutions 
have sought to establish themselves in Rhenish Westphalia, 
and for this purpose have absorbed local banks. Now one 
of the lesser Berlin concerns, the Commerz- und Disconto- 
Bank, has followed suit, absorbing the Bankverein Gelsen- 
kirchen and the Miilheimer Bank. The Berliner Tageblatt 
publishes the following particulars of fusions of Berlin banks 
with local banking institutions in Rhenish Westphalia. 

1. Deutsche Bank.—Bergisch-Miarkische Bank. 

2. Disconto-Gesellschaft.—A. Schaafhausen; Rhenische 
Bank; Mittelrheinische Bank; Westfalisch-Lippische 
Vereinsbank; Westdeutsche Vereinsbank; Gronauer 
Bankverein; Rheiner Bankverein; Trierische Volks- 
bank. 

3. Dresdner Bank.—Rheinisch-Westfilische 
Gesellschaft ; Mirkische Bank. 

4. Commerz- und Disconto-Bank.—Bankverein Gelsen- 
kirchen ; Miilheimer Bank. 


Disconto- 


Apart from this process of fusion, many Berlin banks bave 
set up branches in Rhenish Westphalia, and the Commerz- 
und Disconto-Bank has just done so at Essen and Dortmund. 

As a result of the amalgamations, which appear not yet to 
be completed, a number of old-established banks, both joint- 
stock and private enterprises, have disappeared. The 
tendency in Rhenish Westphalia is regarded as symptomatic 
of Germany as a whole, and the reason why this particular 
locality exhibits the tendency in so marked a degree is that 
the province is densely populated and is a centre of industry. 


INDUSTRY. 
STATE OF THE PIANOFORTE INDUSTRY. 


The present situation in the pianoforte industry is one of 
large demand and small supply. The manufactories are 
overwhelmed with orders, of which few can be executed. Not 
many instruments for home use can be supplied, since the 
War Economy Office will only furnish material for instru- 
ments which are to be sent abroad. The preference shown 
to foreign orders is given mainly for raising the exchange 
and for maintaining business connections with other 
countries. The home trade suffers all the more because the 
stock is nearly exhausted Many pianoforte factories are 
now busy on aeroplane construction. The prospects on the 
whole of the piano trade are good, and a brisk home deinand 
may be anticipated after the war is ended. Russia, the 
Ukraine, and possibly Bulgaria, will be good customers. 
Neutral countries have booked large orders for pianos. Some 
countries, for example, Italy, have tried to become indepen- 
dent of the German piano industry, but their competition 
is not formidable.—(Norddeutsche Allegemeine Zeitung.) 
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_THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN POWERS. -continued. 


AUSTRIA. 








SHORTAGE OF LINEN: DEVELOPMENT OF 
SUBSTITUTE INDUSTRY. 


Au article in the Zezt declares that the scarcity of linen 
in Austria increases from month to month. From the 26th 
December, 1916, when the sale of wool and of all woollen 
ariicles was restricted, te the middle of December, 1917, no 
fewer than twenty-five orders were issued dealing with the 
cultivation of flax and the linen industry. Atmost all these 
Orders caused some linen goods to be withdrawn from trade 
or restricted the production of linen goods for civilian 
purposes. = 

No release of linen articles, upon which there is a military 
embargo, is to be expected. ‘The army needs are great, the 
more so as many prisoners of war are returning from Russia 
and must be provided for. There will be no release of linen 
for the National Clothing Department either; the most 
that can be expected is the release of some cotton goods. 

The army is now using a mixture of cotton waste and 
paper as a substitute for linen. The durability of this 
substitute is now heing tested, and it is thought that it 
will prove successful. 

PRICES OF LADIES’ CLOTHING. 

{n spite of the exorbitant prices, there are still a great 
many elegantly dressed women to be seen in Vienna. A 
tailor-made coat and skirt lined with silk costs about 5,090 
kronen; a simpic, well-made silk gown about 4,000 kronen. 
Furs are very expensive. Fur boas cost from 2,000 to 10,690 
kronen; a good fur coat from 30,000 to 40,000 kronen. A 
small, elegant but simply trimmed, velvet or plush hat may 
be purchased for about 300 kronen—a ‘‘model”’ for 500 or (00 
kronen. A silk morning ‘‘negligée’’ is scarcely to be bought 
under 1,000 kronen; elegant silk or kid gloves now 
cost about 100 kronen, and_ stockings according to 
quality from 50 to 200 kronen. A_ plain silk 
blouse, boasting of no trimming, is not  obtain- 
able under 160 kronen. These ‘‘cheap’’ blouses are by no 
means elegant. The well-made ones cost 300, 400, or even 


500 kronen. A simple taffeta dress which before the war was 


worth about 50 kronen is now valued at 1,400-1,800 kronen. 
A cloth coat (who knows how much paper it contains?) costs 
from 900 to 1,600 kronen, a plain skirt 250 kronen, a taffeta 
or silk underskirt of the cheapest quality 150-200 kronen, a 
ready-made cloth costume 1,500-2,000 kronen, a silk sports 
coat 600-800 kronen (three years ago €0 kronen), cotton or 
woollen gloves 20, silk or kid gloves 40-60 kronen, stockings 
(once 1 krone) 50-150 kronen, ete. 

Although the prices are so high, the demand is still great. 


{Die Zeit.) 


SYNDICATION. 
ECONOMIC COMBINE IN CORK INDUSTRY. 


An Order cf the Austrian Minister of Trade provides for 
the establishment of an Economic Combine of the Cork 
Industry, to include all undertakings concerned in the work- 
ing up of corkwood, cork, and cork waste by machinery, 
and in the manufacture and working up of artificial cork 
of all kinds. The functions of the Combine are to super- 
vise conditions of work, investigate stocks, production, and 
sale, allocate raw materials and fuel to the several under- 
takings, promote and regulate production and sale, regulate 
prices, etc. The managing committee consists of a chairman, 
two vice-chairmen, and five members, nominated from the 
members of the Combine by the Minister of Trade.—( Wiener 
Zeitung.) 

ECONOMIC COMBINE OF ENAMEL WARE 
MANUFACTURERS. 


- An Order of the Austrian Minister uf Trade provides for 
the establishment of an Economic Cumhine of Enamel Ware 
Manufacturers, with its office in Vienna. 

The object of the Combine is to promote and control the 
manufacture of house and kitchen utensils and boilers of 
enamelled iron and steel plate, and their sale at home and 
abroad. It includes all undertakings which manufacture 
these articles. The Board of Directors consists of the 
Chairman and two Deputy Chairmen nominated by the 
Minister, and three members elected by the general meeting. 
The organisation is under Government supervision, exercised 
through a Government Commissioner. Transport certificates 
are required for the export of the goods in question beyond 
the-borders of Austria.—(Wiener Zeitung.) 


_— 
— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


POSTERS, PHOTOGRAPHS, ETC., FOR USE IN 
CONNECTION WITH CINEMATOGRAPH 
EXHIBITIONS. 

PROHIBITED IMPORTATION. 


The “Government Gazette” of 3rd August contains copy 
of a Proclamation dated 31st July, 1918, prohibiting the 
importation into Australia of posters, photographs, sketches, 
programmes and slides intended to be used in connection 
with the exhibiticn within the Commonwealth of any im- 
ported cinematograph films, except with the consent in 
writing of the Minister cf State for Trade and Customs, and 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed or as the 
Minister may impose. 
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CANADA. 
RESTRICTED IMPORTS. 


AMENDED AND CONSOLIDATED List. 


Lhe Department of Customs, Canada, has issued a 
Memorandum, No. 2,238 B, dated 14th September, 1918, 
which amends and consolidates the instructions with regard 
to restricted imports into Canada. In connection with the 
restricted imports specified in Schedule K of the present 
Memorandum, the Board of Trade have been notified by the 
High Commissioner for Canada that he has been informed 
by cabiegram from the War Trade Board at Ottawa that 
General Import Licence No. 2 has been issued covering the 
importation from the United Kingdom of all commodities 
listed in that Schedule which have not already been included 
in General Import Licence No. 1. According to Customs 
Memorandum No. 2,240 B, dated 24th September, 1918, the 
following goods on the restricted list are licensed to be im- 
ported trom the United Kingdom under General Import 
Licence No. 1: Burlap, cotton, cotton manufactures, furs 
and manufactures of furs, glass and glassware, optical 
giasses, manufactures of grasses, textile and vegetable fibres, 
jute, oil cloth and linoleum for floors, wool, and manufac-. 
tures of wool. 

Lhe Schedules of restricted imports contained in the 
present consolidated Memorandum are printed in full below, 
V1Z. :—- 








SCHEDULE ‘‘K,’’ * 

List of restricted imports which, under ruling of the War 
Trade Board, may be admitted into Canada for entry at 
customs, without the production of licence, until otherwise 
ordered, when imported from the United States, or New- 
foundland, or St. Pierre Miquelen (but not from any other 
country). * 

Acids, ali. 

Aerated and mineral waters, except ginger ale. 

Agricultural implements. 

Aloxite and boro-carbone. 

Ammonia, muriate of. 

Animuls, live, but not to include dogs for breeding purposes. 

Antimony, antimony ore, or any chemical extracted therefrom. 

Argols, or wine lees. 

Asbestos. 

Asphalt. 

Balata. 

Blacking, and all preparations for cleaning and polishing shoes. 

Bones, hoofs and horns, unmanufactured. 

Bone and horn, manufactures of. 

Borax. 

Broom corn. 

Burlap. 

Cacao (Cocoa beans). 

Cafeine, caffeina, theine or trimethylxanthine. 

Candle pitch, palm and other vegetable stearin. 

Cars, carriages, and other vehicles (except automobiles valued 

at $1,200 and upwards) f.o.b. place of manufacture. 

Cassein or lacterene. 

Castor beans and castor oil. 

Cement for building purposes. 

Chicory root, raw or roasted. 

Caloride of lime. 

* The Board of Trade have been notified by the High Commissioner 
for Canada that he has been informed by cablegram from the 
War Trade Board at Ottawa, that General Import Licence No. 2 
has been issued covering the importation from the United Kingdom 
of all commodities specitied in this Schedule which have not already 
been included in General Import Licence No. 1. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 





Chrome, chrome ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 

Chromite. 

Citrate of lime. 

Clocks and watches and parts thereof. 

Coal tar distillates, all. 

—— cobalt ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted there- 
rom. 

Cocoa and chocolate, prepared or manufactured. 

Coconut oil. 

Coconut meat, shredded, desiccated or prepared. 

Copper, ore and copper concentrates containing less than 6U per 
cent. copper. 

Copra. 

Cork, unmanufactured and manufactures thereof. 

Corundum. 

Cotton. 

Cotton, manufactures of. 

Cryolite. 

Cyanide of soda. 

Dairy products, except cheese. 

Dials. 

Earth, infusorial and diatomaceous, and tripoli. 

Eggs, dried, frozen, prepared or preserved, and yolks ot eggs. 

Eggs of poultry. 

Emery. 

Explosives, unless for sporting purposes. 

Fans. 

Ferro-alloys, all. 

Ferromanganese and speigeleisen. 

Fish, fresh, cured or preserved. 

Flax. 

Flaxseed. 

Fluorspar. 

Fuller’s earth. 

Furs and manufactures thereof. 

Fusel oil or amylic alcohol. 

Gelatine and manufactures thereof. 

Glass and glassware. 

Glass, optical. 

Glue and glue size. 

Glue stock and raw hide cuttings. 

Graphite crucibles. 

Grease. 

Gutta joolatong. 

Gutta siak. 

Gypsum. 

Hair of camel, goat and alpaca, manufactures of. 

Hair, human, and manufactures thereof. 

Hay. 

Hemp. 

Honey. 

Hops. 

Horsehair, artificial, and manufactures thereof. 

Indigo synthetic. 

Industrial diamonds. 

Iridium. 

Iron ore. 

Jute. 

Kapoc. 

Lead. 

Leather and tanned skins and manufactures of leather, also hides 
and skins. 

Licorice-root. 

Lime. 

Magnesite. 

Manganese, manganese ole, or any ferro-alloy or chemical ex- 
tracted therefrom. 

Mantles for gas burners. 

Manure salts. 

Meats, fresh. 

Mica. 

Molybdenum, molybdenum ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical 
extracted therefrom. 

Monasite sand. 

Moss and seaweed. 

Nickel, nickel ore, matte, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 

Oilcloth and linoleum for floors. 

Oils, animal. 

Oil, lemon. 

Oil, palm. 

Oil, soya bean. 

Paints and varnishes, non-mineral. 

Paper and manufactures thereof. 

Paper stock, crude. 

Paraffin. 

Pencils and pencil leads. 

Penholders and pens. 

Plants, trees, shrubs and vines. 

Plates, electrotype, stereotype and lithographic, engraved. 

Platinum. 

Plumbago or graphite. 

Pumice. 

Pyrites. 

Quebracho wood. 

Rennets. 

Rice. 

Rubber manufactured goods, and rubber reclaimed waste or scrap. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





Shellac. 

Shellfish (not including crabmeat from Japan). 

Silk, artificial, and manufactures thereof. 

Sisal. 

Soda, all salts of. 

Sodium potassium, or calcium nitrates. 

Sugars. 

Sulphur oil or olive foots. 

Sumac, ground and unground. 

Stone and manufactures thereof (except marble). 

Straw and grass, unmanufactured and manufactures thereof. 

Tale and soapstone. 

Tanning materials. 

Tar and pitch of wood. 

Tea waste, siftings and sweepings. 

Tin in bars, blocks, pigs, or grain or granulated. 

~ ore, and tin concentrates, or any chemical extracted there 
rom. 

Titanium, titanium ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 

Tobacco leaf and tobacco. 

Tungsten, tungsten ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 

Umbrellas, parasols, sunshades, and sticks for. 

Vanadium, vanadium ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 

Vanilla beans. 

Vegetable ivory or tagua nuts. 

Vinegar. 

Vegetable fibres and textile grasses, manufactures of. 

Whalebone, unmanufactured. 

Wolframite. 

Wool. 

Wool, manufactures of. 

Zines. 


SCHEDULE ‘‘H.”’ 


List of restricted imports which, under ruling of the War 
Trade Board, may be admitted into Canada, for entry at 
customs, without the production of licence, until otherwise 
ordered, when imported from any British or Allied Country. 


Blueprints and building plans. 

Photographs, drawings, pictures, illustrations, prints and engravings 
sent without charge to Canadian importers. 

Articles admitted temporarily by Canadian customs, conditional 
On re-exportation, such ag articles for exhibition purposes, 
tourists’ outfits, ete. 

Articles returned from the United States which were exported 
thereto subject to re-importation into Canada. 

Postal parcels, which might contain commodities not exceeding 
in value $25, on the Canadian restricted or prohibited list 
addressed to members of the Allied Forces. 

Blueberries. 

Pine appics. 

Strawberry pulp. 

Note.—Imports into Canada of the following articles are 

not prohibited, viz.:— 

Acorn nuts. 

Coconuts. 

Bananas. 

Green apples. 

Lemons. 

Limes. 

Oranges. 

Shaddocks. 

Beans. 

Canned vegetables. 

Lentils. 

Peas. 

Potatoes. 

Sweet potatoes. 


Yams. 
Sunday school lesson pictures, Sunday school cards and similar 
religious pictures and Bible illustrations. F 


Photographs, not exceeding three sent by friends and not for the 
purpose of sale. 
SCHEDULE ‘‘G.”’ 

List of articles prohibited to be imported into Canada, 
except as otherwise provided in Schedules “H”’ and “‘K”? 
hereto, or when licensed by order of the War Trade Bourd 
or Food Board, Ottawa:-—- 

l. Acids, all. 
2. Agricultural implements. 
3. Alcohol amylic, or fusel oil. 

**4. Ale, porter, lager and other beer, in bottles and casks, ginger 

ale and other beverages. 
5. Aloxite and boro-carvone. 
6. Ammonia, muriate of. 
7. Ammunition, gun, rifle and pistol or other ammunition 
(except for war purposes). 
&. Animal oils. 
**9. Animals, live (except for breeding purposes), including dogs 
for the improvement of stock. 
10. Argols or wine lees. 


** See Note at end of this Schedule. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





11. Art works, including photographs, chromos, chromotypes, 
artotypes, oleograph paintings, drawings, pictures, en- 
gravings or prints, decalcomania transfers of all kinds, 
or proofs therefrom, and similar works of art. Blue prints 
and building plans and works of art in bronze, cast from 
models made in Canada and designed by sculptors domi- 
ciled therein. 

12. Asbestos. 

13. Asphalt. — 

14. Bagatelle or other game tables or boards, billiard tables, 
billiard balls, cues, racks and cue tips, for bagatelle and 
billiards. 

15. Balata. 

16. Baskets of all kinds (not including baskets in use as coverings 
or containers or as travellers’ baggage), 

17. Beads and ornaments. 

18. Bells and gongs. | 

19. Blacking and all preparations for cleaning and polishing 
shoes. 

90. Boats, open pleasure, canoes, sail boats, skiffs. 

21. Bone and horn, manufactures of. 

92. Bones, hoofs and horns, unmanufactured. 
23. Borax. | 

#*94. Breadstufis, all (including wheat and wheat four). 

25. Broom corn. 
26. Burlap. ee 

7. Cabinets of coins, collections of medals and collections of 

postage stamps. 

**98, Cacao (cocoa beans). 

29. Cafeine, caffeina, theine, or trimethylxanthine. 
30. Candlepitch, palm and other vegetable sterin. 

##31. Candy and confectionery. . 

2. Cars, carriages and other vehicles, and automobiles adapted 
or adaptable for passenger use, valued at. $1,200 and up- 
wards, f.o.b., place of manufacture. 

#*33. Cassein or lacterene. 

34. Castor beans and castor oil. 
35. Cement for building purposes. 


. **36. Chicory root, raw or roasted. 


37. Chloride of lime. 

38. Chromite. 

39. Citrate of lime. 

40. Clocks and watches and parts thereof. 

4}. Coal tar distillates, all. 

*#*42. Cocoa and chocolate prepared or manufactured. 

**43. Coconut meat, shredded, desiccated or prepared. 

##44, Coconut oil. 

#*45, Copra. 

46. Cork, unmanufactured, and manufactures thereof. 

47. Corundum. 

48. Cotton. 

49. Cotton, manufactures of. 

50. Cryolite. 

51. Cvanide of soda. 

#*52. Dairy products. 

53. Dials. 

54. Diamonds, industrial. 

55. Dice, draughts, chessmen, poker chips. 

56. Earth, fullers’. 

57. Earth, infusorial, and diatomaceous, and tripoli. 

**58. Edible substances, not specifically provided for in the United 
States Customs Tariff Schedules. 

**59. Eggs, dried, frozen, prepared or preserved, and yolks of eggs. 

. Eggs of poultry. 

61. Electric lamps. 

62. Electro-plated ware and gilt ware, not including cutlery or 
articles of iron or stecl for the manufacture of bicycles. 

63. Emery. 

64. Explosives, fireworks, fire crackers and torpedoes of all 
kinds, except fulminates, and except gunpowder for war 
purposes. 

65. Fans. 

66. Feathers, natural and artificial. 

67. Ferro-alloys, all. 

68. Ferromanganese and speigeleisen. 

**69. Fish, fresh, cured or preserved. 

70. Fish hooks, rods and reels, artificial bait. 

71. Flax and flaxseed. 

72. Fluorspar. 

73. Frames, picture and photograph, of any material. 

**74. Fruits, all, except pineapples, bananas, blueberries, straw- 
berry pulp, green apples, oranges, shaddocks, lemons, or 
limes. 

75. Furniture. 

76. Furs and manufactures thercof (does not include fur hats, 
fur not on the skin prepared for hatter’s use, nor raw seal 
skins from Uruguay). 

**77. Gelatine and manufactures thereof. 

78. Glass and glass ware (does not include lenses, opera and 
field glasses, optical instruments, spectacles, eye-glasscs, 
goggles, surveying instruments, telescopes, microscopes, 
and plates or discs for use in the manufacture of optical 
goods. ) 

79. Glass, optical. 

80. Glue stock and raw hide cuttings. 

81. Glue and glue size. 

82. Gold and silver, manufacturcs of, including jewellery (not 
including gold and silver medals, and cups bestowed as 
prizes). 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





83. Grasses, textile and vegetable fibres, manufactures of. 

84. Grease. 

85. Guns, rifles, including air guns and air rifles (not being toys) 
muskets, cannons, pistols, revolvers or other firearms 
(except for war purposes). 

86. Gun and pistol covers or cases, game bags, loading tools and 
cartridge belts of any material. ~ 

87. Gun wads, percussion caps, primers and cartridge cases (except 
for war purposes). 

88. Gypsum. 

89. Hair of camel, goat and alpaca, manufactures of. 

90. Hair, horse, artificial, and manufactures thercof. 

9]. Hair, human, and manufactures thereof. 

**92. Hay. 

93. Hemp. 

94. Hides, skins, leather, tanned skins, and manufactures of 
leather. 

**95. Honey. 
**96. Hops. 

97. Indigo synthetic. 

98. Iridium. 

99. Ivory, animal and manufactures thereof. 

100. Ivory, vegetable or tagua nuts. 
101. Jute. 

102. Kapoc. 

103. Lead. 

104. Lemon oil. 

105. Licorice root. 

106. Lime. 


**107. Lime juice, fruit syrup and fruit juices non-alcoholic (except 
lime juice raw and concentrated not refined). 
**108. Lime juice and fruit juices containing more than 25 per cent 
of proof spirits. 
**109. Liquors, malt. 
110. Magnesite. 
111. Mantles for gags burners. 
112. Manure salts. 
113. Marble, manufactures of, including marble rough and marble 
sawn (except stituctt-s and statucs of marbles.) 
114. Matches, friction and lucifer. 
**115. Meats, fresh. 
**116. Meat products and preserved meats. 
117. Meerschaum, crude or manufactured. 
118. Mica. 
119. Monasite sand. 
120. Moss and sea weed. 
121. Musical instruments and parts thereof. 
**122. Nuts, all, except coconuts and acorns. 
**123. Oils, all expressed vegetable from Europe only. Oil, soya 
an. 
**194. Oil cake. 
125. Oilcloth and linoleum for floors. 
126. Ores, 
—- antimony ore, or any chemical extracted there- 
rom. 
Chrome, chrome ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 
Cobalt, cobalt ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 
Copper ore, and copper concentrates containing less than 60 
per cent. of copper. 
Iron ore. 
Manganese, manganese ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical 
extracted therefrom. 
Molybdenum, molybdenum ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical 
extracted therefrom. 
Nickel, nickel ore, matte, or any ferro-alloy or chemical 
extracted therefrom. 
Tin ” and tin concentrates or any chemical extracted there« 
rom. 
Titanium, titanium ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 
Tungsten, tungsten ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical extracted 
therefrom. 
Vanadium, vanadium ore, or any ferro-alloy or chemical 
extracted therefrom. 
127. Paints and varnishes non-mineral. 
128. Palm oil. 
129. Paper and manufactures thereof (does not include books and 
other printed matter). 
130. Paper stock crude (does not include wood pulp). 
131. Paraffin. 
**132. Peas, dried, from Europe only. 
133. Pencils and pencil leads. 
134. Penholders and pens. 
135. Perfumery, cosmetics and toilet preparations. 
136. Phonographs, gramophones, graphophones, and parts thereof, 
137. Photographic goods. 
138. Pipes and smokers’ articles. 
139. Plants, trees, shrubs and vines. 
140. Plates, electrotype, stereotype and lithographic, engraved. 
141. Platinum. 
142. Plumbago or graphite, and crucibles. 
143. Pumice. 
144. Pyrites. 
145. Quebracho woods, 
**146. Rennets. 
**147. Rice. 
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continued. continued. it 
148. Rubber manufactured goods, rubber reclaimed waste or BERMUDA. 
scrap, crude rubber, gutta percha, crude caoutchouc or fo! 
india-rubber, gutta joolatong, gutta siak. | ) 
**149. Shellfish (does not include crabmeat from Japan). | PROHIBITED IMPORTATION AND EXPORTA. - 
150. Shellac. | TION OF CERTAIN ARTICLES. se 
151. Silk, artificial, and manufactures thereof. | p for 
“Te eadenmomgpty 5 sterling ware (not inluding cutlery). The ‘Bermuda Gazette’ of 7th September contains copy th 
153. Sisal. of a Proclamation dated 2nd September, 1918, which hag wh 
154. Skates of all kinds, roller or other and parts thereof. been issued under the ‘‘Supply Control Act, 1918. ”? and réy 
155. Soap. which places the undermentioned articles under the control | 
156. — all salts of, including nitrate of soda and cyanide of of the Supply Control Board established by that Act, viz. als 
soda. , | 
157. Bodiam potendom or cclelem uiizates. 1. All articles of food for men and animals. “7 
#*158. Starch. 2. Imported Fertilisers. 0 
159. Stone and manufactures thereof. 3. Scaps. be 
160. Straw and grass noumanufactured and manufactures thereof. | 4, Kerosene Oil. m 
**161. Sugars. | 5. Anthracite Coal. | 
162. Sulphur oil or olive foots. | € Seed Potatoes. fre 
—- ok ar etree aaaeaaas | The importation and exportation of these articles are Oc 
165. Tanning materials. | thereby prohibited, except under Licences issued by the Em 
166. Tar and pitch of wood. | Supply Control Board of Bermuda. Lin 
**167. Tea waste, siftings or sweepings. | Pip 
168. Tin in bars, blocks, pigs or grain or granulated. Rai 
169. Tobacco and tobacco leaf. 
170. Toys. | SOUTH AFRICG®@. rie 
i171. Umbrellas, parasols, sunshades and sticks for. | — . 
#*172. Vanilla beans. | CUSTOMS DECISIONS. Dr 
**173. Vegetables, all, except beans and lentils, and peas either in | The ‘Government Gazette’”’ of 16th August contains copy Mir 
their natural state or prepared or preserved (not including | of a List of Decisions (No. 30) which have been issued by Fir 
—— rig tent pani, ams, OF poe vegetables). | the Commissioners of Customs for the Union of South Africa, Ele 
**174 Pate a a ey” | showing the classification of various articles under the Kle 
175. es a a Customs Tariff on their importation into the Union. Ste: 
90176. Wheat end wheat four. : | The following are the principal decisions contained ea 
**177. Wines. | therein : — ra 
178. Wolframite. | a oat arate A 
179. Wool. | Rates of Import Duty. Mil 
180. Wool, manufactures of. | : a 
181. Zine. . | Rebate upon goods 
** The approval of licences to import these articles is under the | the growth, pro- 
direction of the Canada Food Board. | duce, or manufac. 
Communications and applications for import licences in respect | | | ture of the United Boi 
of these goods should, therefore, be sent direct to the Canada Food | Articles. Tariff | General Kingdom or reci- 
Board, and not to the War Trade Board. Items Tariff. procating British Det 
In cases where the approval of the War Trade Board is required, | Colonies. 
application should be sent direct to the War Trade Board, Ottawa. | | 
| *Amyl Acetate - .-| 61 25% ad val. ad. val. 
DoNATIONS OR PRESENTS ARRIVING BY PARCELS POST OR BY | Belt str t hers (for stretch- Rol 
EXPpREss. ing be —— the pulley) ... 114A 1a. 7 The whole duty. Fly 
:; atten  *Cele t , 38 | 24d. perlb. | 4d. per lb. S 
The Board of Trade have also received eee 6; | le wont. Ss artificl al tee th | meal 30/, ead. ie whale duty. Par 
dated 22nd October, 1918, from the Office of the High Com- | Gorduroy, dyed (book- | | 7 Bal 
missioner for Canada, stating that he has been informed by Slate! requisite ) 193 | 200% «. 3% ad val. Fray 
cablegram on that date from the Canadian War Trade Board Dental varnish (used in de n- | 
that under Customs Memorandum No. 2,247 B, authority | dal surgery for teeth stop- Sr | 
is granted for the admission into Canada of goods on the | pings) | 193 | 20% 4. 13% 4. Stee 
. Restricted List arriving in the Dominion by Parcels Post |  Eronoid (manufac ture of Sia haat 
or by Express, sent as donations or presents without charge | Bay mountings) .. " ry | 3" _ * The whole duty. Dyr 
by the exporter or sender; and of household and other Ethyl Acetate .. | Se | Fas. Cal. Mag 
effects of persons comin into Canada as settiers Heeling Board (for boot- | | Too 
ieee cma 5 oer : - making) .. --) 82 | 3% ,, | The whole duty. Wir 
| Ink powder—Ducke tt’s 167 | Free | --- Perf 
GRENADA. | Rexine binding (for wanna | | Met: 
| stering purposes) 112 | 3% ad val. | The whole duty. Cast 
REVISED IMPORT DUTIES _ Rexine studs (ued in the up- | “Fe 
; ee | holstering business) 81 | 3% an ee a [ron 
The Board of Trade have received information that the | Socking paper, cotton | | Hin; 
undermentioned changes have been made in the import | backed . .. - ..| 120 | 3% 7 | ‘ | 
duties in operation in the Culony. The revised duties, | Suspenders, metal (book- | | Anc 
which came into effect as from 16th September, i918, are as _ | binders’ requisite) 193 | 20% 4, | 3% ad wal. Nail 
follows :— *Tinned wires with metal | | Spli 
' - sditet ii | caps (for fixing on wine | ub 
| | bottles) .. sg ..| 92 | 3% The whole duty. Alls 
| Rates of Import Duty. | | 
| on | — - - —__—___—___ . ———— a a 
New Rates * ‘Roviesk Seslsions. 0 
Articles. Old Rates. joperative from | War 
16th Sept., | Old . 
1918 FOREIGN. Arm 
| 
ms. * s. d. Fire 
Beer and ale . per gall. 0 9 1 6 | FRANCE. 
Spirits : | 
B ; d y ° : f € ll. 12 6 7 6 r r . e 
ee eee 10 0 1% 6 EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
Rum .. -: . o> ae : 0 10 0 In virtue of certain French Decrees, the manufacture and 
See ' di ] d the | = © 17 6 | distribution in France, and the import into France,’ of cer- 
ao liqueurs, cor ns : and 0 os 2 0 17 0 ' tain goods, enumerated in ‘‘List F’’ annéxed to the Decree 
Wine : Sparkling 26 elias 16 0 20) 0 | of the 8th September, 1917, are placed under the control of T] 
Non-sparkling - 2 0 4 0 | the ‘Commission interministérielle des métaux et des fabri- HN 
Tohacco : 2 | cations de Guerre.”’ “ry 
Cigars and cigarettes per lb. 9 0 13 0 | In order to make the control of the Commission complete eee 
Other manufactured in respect of these goods, two Presidential Decrees, dated Tl 
tobacco... - 2 4 0 6 0 | the 15th October, were published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ pres 
eae AM | for the 18th October, the first of which provides that the nay 
| above-mentioned Commission is to report on all applications will 
Tar 
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| |. CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





for export licences sent in to the “Commission des déroga- 
tions aux prohibitions de sortie’? in respect of goods the 
import of which into France is subject to the control of the 
former body (goods comprised in ‘“‘List F’’ of the Decree of 
the 8th September, 1917), as also in respect of all goods 
which may eventually be subjected to the same import 
régime. 

The second Decree prohibits the export from France, as 
also the re-export after warehousing, transit, transhipment, 
and ‘‘temporary admission,’’ except under licence, of such 
of those goods comprised in ‘‘List F’’ as have hitherto not 
been subject to export control. These goods, as enumerated 
in the Decree under notice, are as follows : — 

List of goods prohibited to be exported or re-exported 
from France, except under licence, by the Decree of the 15th 
October, with effect as from 20th October. 


Emery, crude. 

Lime, common. 

Pipes and other moulded articles of cement, beton, or reinforced 
cement. 

Rails of iron or steel. 

Wheels, tyres, or wheel hubs of iron or steel. 

Axles, mounted or not, of iron or steel. 

Dross or scori#: from forges. 

Lead: filings and fragments of old manufactures. 

Mineral black. 

Fireproof pottery of common clay, and all other fireproot products. 

Electrical accessories of china and the like. 

Electric lamps, are or incandescent, and their detached parts. 

Steam engines, fixed, semi-rixed; or portable (locomobiles). 

Steam pumps, air and gas compressors, and motors of all kinds. 

Traction engines and rolling mills. 

Hydraulic engines, pumps and ventilators. 

Electrical and electro-technical apparatus. 

Milling machinery, cylinder mills. 

Machines for the manufacture of alimentary pastes, lifting apparatus, 
pulleys for transmitting power, balances, weighing machines, 
fixed railway and tramway material, presses, charging apparatus 
for blast furnaces, and all general mechanical apparatus. . ~: 

Boilers, gasometers, recipients of*sheet iron or steel, radiators and 
heaters, chafing-dishes (réchauds)—gas, oil and spirit. 

Detached parts of machines, of boilers and of similar apparatus, of 
steering and brake apparatus, and of shafting; coussinets, 
cocks, and accessory apparatus for water, gas and steam in- 
stallations. 

Rolling-mill cylinders. 

Flywheels for machinery. 

Straight, bent, or crank shafts (arbres). 

Parts of turbines. 

Ball bearings. 

Frames and carcases of dynamos and of electric motors, armature 
crosses, covers of electrical collectors, solid poles of dynamos 
and alternators. 

Steel springs for carriages, automobiles, railway trucks, or loco- 
motives. 

Dynamo armatures, and detached parts. 

Magnets. 

Tools, with or without handles, of iron or steel. 

Wire gauze cf iron or steel ; netting (grillages) of iron or steel. 

Perforated sheets. 

Metallic trellis work. 

Cast iron wares of all kinds. 

“ Ferronerie ” [See Nos. 558 and 558 bis of the French Tariff]. 

[ron-work for carriages. 

Hinge-plates, keys, lock-bolts, hooks (fiches), hinges, latches, slide- 
bolts, and all lock-makers’ wares. 

Anchors, cables and chains, of iron or steel. 

Nails and tacks and bolt-makers’ wares. 

Split rings destined for making springs. 

ubes, worms, and connecting pieces of all kinds. 

All articles of iron, steel or black sheet iron, not specially mentioned, 
other than household articles [see No. 568 of the French Tariff.] 

Buckles for saddlery. 

Wares of nickelled metals. 

Wares of aluminium bronze. 

Old arms for collections and arms of all kinds for panoplies. 

Arms using, as their motive force, springs, compressed air, liquefied 
gas, etc. 

Fireworks. 








JAPAN. 





REVISED TARIFF CLASSIFICATION OF 
CERTAIN ARTICLES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama respecting a modifi- 
cation in the classification, under the Japanese Customs 
Tariff, of certain articles on importation into Japan. 

The subjoined statement shows the articles affected, the 
present duty thereon in each case, and the rates of duty 
leviable under the Tariff headings under which the goods 
will be classed for duty as from the 1st November. The 
Tariff Nos. are shown within brackets. 
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(Nots.)—The figures in Brackets refer to the Tariff No. 
nies a ARTISTE BRST 

| New Tariff | 

| Classification. 


Present Tariff 


Articles. : 
Classificaticn. 





Chamois leather with | 40% ad val. 
scalloped edges, cut, | (73.3 b) 
each in paper bag. 


74.40 yen per 100 kin 
(72.2) 





Cinnamon extract | 15% ad val. Free 
| (269) (141) 
Architectural terra | 40% ad val. 3.10 yen per 100 kin 
cotta (excepting that | (439.2) (437.1) 
in shape of bricks or | 
tiles) | ? 
Filtering plates | 40% ad val. 20% ad val. 
| (439.2) (551) 
Palm bolts for hang- | 2.00 yen per 100 (a) Each weighing not 


more than 5 _ kilos., 
12.00 yen per 100 kin. 
(b) Each weighing not 
more than 50 kilos., 
7.50 yen per 100 kin. 
(c) Other, 5.00 yen per 
| 100 kin (524. (3)b) 
Electric pianos 40% ad val. 34.40 yen per 100 kin. 
| (557.4) (557.1). 
Junior Car or Smith {' Statutory Tariff. Cars. 
flyer. | 50% ad val. 40% ad val. 
(567). 
Auto Wheel. 


ing refrigerating plant | kin. (477.5) 


scien s 





(563) 
Conventional 
| Tariff. 
| 35% ad val. 


20% ad val. (604). 


Autopeds | 40% ad val. | 93.60 yen per piece. 
567) | (565.1). 

Electric horns (of | 20% ad val. | As iron manufactures, 

iron) | (604) | not otherwise provided 
| _ for (524). 

Oil engines or petrol | 20% ad val. | Oil Engine. 

motors with shaft | (604) | (577). 

and propeller, for | | Shaft and Propeller. 

boats. | ‘| (605.15) ad val. 20%. 

Flexible electric cord | 40% ad val. | (a) Combined with 

with socket and plug | (635.6) silk; 25% ad val. 


(b) Other; 18 yen per 
100 kin. (486-2-A). 








PROHIBITION OF EXPORT OF GOLD AND 
SILVER WARES. 


The Board of Trade have also received from H.M. Com- 
mercial Attaché at Yokohama a translation of regulations 
issued by the Japanese Department of Finance, by virtue of 
which persons who desire to export from Japan manufac- 
tured articles the main constituent of which is gold or silver, 
or to export alloys of these metals, must make application 
for a permit, giving certain particulars as to the goods 
and their destination, such application having to be sent 
to the Ministry of Finance through the Customs authori- 
ties at the proposed port of shipment, or through the Post 
Office in the case of goods to be exported by parcel post. 

Persons-infringing this regulation are liable to a penalty 
(fine or imprisonment). 





NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at The Hague to 
the effect that the exportation from the Netherlands of 
pipeclay, brickclay, china clay, and similar raw mineral 
material for the pottery industry has been prohibited as 
from the 18th October. 








PORTUGAL. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES ON TOBACCO. 

By a Decree (No. 4770), dated the 3lst August and pub- 
lished in the ‘‘Diario do Governo’’ for the 5th September, 
the Customs duties on manufactured tobacco imported 
into continental Portugal are fixed as follows :— 

Cigars; cigarettes coated with leaf 

tobacco; tobacco made up into cigar- 

ettes with paper tubes, mouthpieces, 

or tips of any kind, or with marks or 

designs in any form in, or printed Escuaos 
ic SI ~cisniientsdicasdndadncinsencetids kilog. 10 
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Tobacco made up 


marks or inscriptions appearing on the 


paper 


Tobacco, cut, or prepared in any other 


THE BOARD OF 
—continued. 
into cigarettes, no Escudos. 
Wcdineinnieemtene kilog. 8 
jdbbaswnditndesense kilog. 7 


Ww ay 


The Decree also provides that tobacco, no matter whence 


ewer re ewe ewer ere ewe eee eee 


imported, shall be exempt from the provisions of the Decree 


of the 18th April last relating to payment of import duties 


in gold (see the notice at p. 684 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 


Journal’? for the 30th May). 


- — 





 @Ioo" 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





PRIORITY 


SECTION. 





PRIORITY RATION 


PERMITS. 


Under the Ration Permit system instituted by the Priority 
Department of the Ministry of Munitions, and operated in 
collaboration with the Industries Sub-Committee of the War 
Priorities Committee, arrangements have been made for the 
supply of material for the manufacture of the undermen- 
tioned articles by means of an allocation for the entire trade. 
Enquiries as to the material available should be made to 


the Rationing Authority in each case. 


Individual applica- 


tions, whether for home or export trade, cannot be considered 


by the Priority Department. 
EMPLOYERS’ 
UNDER Export Ration PERMIT. 


BRASSFOUNDERS’ 
ARTICLES MANUFACTURED 

{lectric Light Fittings, in- 
cluding Brackets, Pendants, 
Switches, Lamp Holders, 
Fuses, Ceiling Roses, and ac- 
cessories. 

Gas Fittings, including 
Main Cocks, Union Cocks, 
Joints, Nipples, ete. 


ASSOCIATION. 


Water Fittings, including 
Bib Taps, Stop Taps, Lava- 
tory and Bath Fittings, 
Steam Cocks and Barrels. 

Builders’ Brassfoundry, 
consisting of Window Fit- 
tings, Bolts, Hinges, Cabinet 


Fittings, etc. 


CAST IRON HOLLOWARE MAKERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Domestic Ironmongery, 
e.g., Coffee Mills, Laundry 
Irons, Mincing Machines, Oil 
Stoves. 

Builders’ Ironmongery, 
Small Castings, e.g., Hinges, 
Pulleys, Hat and Coat Hooks, 
Castors. 

Builders’ Ironmongery, 
Heavy Castings, e.g., Grate 


WROUGHT HOLLOWARE 


Curbs and Furnace Pans. 

Black Holloware, e.g., 
Negro Pots, Camp Ovens, 
Rice Bowls. 

Enamelled Cast [ron San1- 
tary Ware. 

Enamelled Cast [ron Appa- 
ratus for Chemical Trades. 

Castings for the Electrical 
Trades. 


TRADE EMPLOYERS’ 


ASSOCIATION. 


Buckets, Coal Hods, Oval 
Baths, Equal-ended Baths, 
Turnip Skips, Feeding 
Buckets, Milk Pails, Slop 
Pails, Dustbins, Riddles, 
Seed Hoppers, Annealing 
Pans, Work Pans, Suds Cans, 
Paint Cans, Watering Cans, 
Boiler Fillers, Anthracite 
Hods, Cinder Pails, Sanitary 
Pails, Wrought Kettles, 
Stock Pots, Tea Boilers, Stew 
Pans, Basins, Bowls, 
Troughs, Fountains, Oil 


Drums, Oil Bottles, Stove 


Kettles, Well Buckets, 
Cinder Sifters, Mop Pails, 
Trunks, Kettles, ‘Water 
Cisterns, Saucepans, Water 
Bottles, Cullenders, Sink 
Tidies, Dog Troughs, Fish 
Kettles, Cooking Pots, Corn 
Servers, Handscocps, Fry 
Pans, Shovels, Sponge Baths, 
Fire Devils, Corn Bins, Beer 
Cans, Walter Jugs, Bread 
Bins, Toilet Cans, Washups, 
Wash Boilers, Petrol Cans, 
Feeding Pans. 


EDGE TOOL MAKERS. 


Spuds, Adzes, Hammers, Spades, Shovels, Hoes, Brace 
Mattocks, Crowbars, Wedges, Bits, Screwdrivers, Planta- 
Hooks, Axes, Engineers’ tion Tools, Coffee Diggers, 
Chisels, Butchers’ Choppers, Sugar Bills, Cane Knives, 
Trowels, Rakes, Weeding Sugar Cane Bills, Tea Forks, 
Forks, Matchets, Augers, Slashers, Picks, Forks, Pinch 
Priming Saws,’ Sickles, Bars, Squares. 

NEEDLES ASSOCIATION. 


Crochet Hooks. 
Knitting Pins. 

Pin Stems. 

Butchers’ Hooks. 
Gramophone Needles. 


Hat and Toilet Pins. 
Skewers. 

Steel Points. 

Miners’ Lamps and Hooks. 
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SHEET METALWORK MANUFACTURERS’ ASSO. 
CIATION DOMESTIC TINWARE RATION. 


Tea Kettles for Gas Stoves, Sugar Dredgers. 
Range and open fire. Pastry Cutters. 


Teapots. Tea and Coffee Dariol Cups. 

Urns, Bread Graters. 
Coffee Pots. Hot Water Vegetable Graters. 
Boilers. Nutmeg Graters. 

Cafetieres. Cake Tins. 

Milk Saucepans with China Bread ‘Tins. 
Lining. Milk Pans, 

Porridge Saucepans with Tin Pudding Basins. 
Lining. Jelly Moulds. 


Sandwich Tins. 
Bakers’ Requisites. 
Dinner Plates. 


Cash Bowls. 


Soup Tureens. 
Dish Covers. 
Plato Covers. 


Hot Water Plates. 


Hot Water Dishes. Tin Lids for Vitreous 
Roasting Pans. Enamelware. 


Meat Dishes. 

Dripping Pans. 

Steam Cookers. 

Fish Kettles. 

Mackerel Saucepans. 

Oval Boilers or Wash Pots. 

Saucepans, 

Saucepans with Steamer. 

Harvest Cans. 

Egg Poachers. 

Potato Mashers. 

Naphtha Lamps. 

Paint Kettles. 

Bunker Lamps—used on Gravy Strainers. 

_ board ship. Gruel Strainers. 

Space Lamps—used on board Cooks’ Strainers or Sieves. 
ship. Cullenders. 

Candlesticks. Hot Water Bottles. 

Meat Safes. Stomach Warmers. 

Fruit Bottling Apparatus, «Foot Warmers. 

Lard Pans. Water ‘Bottles for Colliers’ 

Brawn Tins. use. 

Tea Bottles or Flasks for 
Workmen’s use. 

Ladles for Cooks’ use. 

Milk Buckets. 

Milk Cans. 

Milk Sieves. 

Cream Skimmers. 

Milk Measures. 

Basting Ladles. 

Tea Strainers. 

Drinking Cups. 

Tea Cans for Workmen’s use. 

Dinner Boxes for Workmen’s 
use 


Flour Dredgers. 


Oil Bottles. 

Oil Measures. 

Funnels. 

Oil Feeders for Engineers’ 


use. 

Bench Oil Cans _§ for 
Mechanics’ use. 

Bicycle Oilers. 

Measures—Milk, Oil, Fruit, 
etc. 

Fish Slices. 

Eee Slices. 

Fish Trowels. 


Japanned Wares. 
Baths, Bedroom Toilet Cans. 
Hot Water Cans. 

Dustpans. 

Housemaid Boxes. 

Knife Trays. 

Flour Bins. 

Canisters for household use. 

Spice Boxes, 

Watering Cans for garden 
use, 

Paraffin Wall Lamps and 
Hand Lamps for Domestic 
use. 

Flour Scoops. 

Pepper Castors. 

LIGHTER STEEL INDUSTRIES (No. 2 Section). 
Cutlery (of all descriptions) including the following :— 
Beef Slicers. Grape Scissors. 

Bread Knives. Glove Hooks. 

Butcher Knives. Grass Shears. 

Butcher Steels. Graining Combs. 

Bread Forks. Grafting Knives. 

Butter Knives. Hack Knives. 

Buttonhooks. Ham Knives. 

Corn Knives. Hop Knives. 

Castrator Knives. Horse Hooks. 

Carver Knives. Hair Clippers. 

Carver Forks. Horse Clippers. 

Carriage Keys. Ice Picks. 

Champagne Taps. Ice Tongs. 

Corkscrews. Knife Sharpeners. 

Champagne Nippers. Knife Rests. 

Cigar Cutters. Key Chains. 

Cigar Nippers. Lemon Knives. 

Chain Burnishers. Lino Knives, 

Curling Tongs. Lobster Picks. 

Cheese Scoops. Nut Picks. 

Dessert Knives. Nut Cracks. 

Dog Swivels. Nail Files. 

Dog Chains. Nail Nippers. 

Dog Collars. Oyster Knives. 

Drinking Cups. Pen Knives. 

Erasing Knives. Pocket Knives. 

Farriers’ Knives. Pruning Knives. 

Fish Knives. Painters’ Knives. 

Fire Tongs. Palette Knives. 
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Shoe Horns. 
Soda Water Taps. 
Split Rings. 
Spectacle Cases. 
Secateurs. 
Tacklers’ Knives. 
Tinmen’s Snips. 


Putty Knives, 

Potato Knives. 

Pickle Forks. 

Razors. 

Safety Razor Blades. 
Razor Strop Fittings. 
Rubber Knives. 


Scissors. Table Knives. 
Steels. Tea Pruning Knives. 
Sharpeners, Tin Openers. 


Sheath Knives. 
Sailors’ Knives. 
Shoe Knives. 
Stripping Knives. 


Tin Case Openers. 
Toasting Forks. 
Tea Pruners. 
Weavers’ Shears. 


Skewers. Weavers’ Nippers and 
Steel Rules. Forgings, Stampings, etc., 
Stilettos. for the Cutlery Trade. 


Sheep Shears. 
Sheep Shearing Machines. 


LIGHTER STEEL INDUSTRIES (No. 3 Section). 


Files and Rasps. Machine and Agricultural Knives (of 
all descriptions and parts, etc., including the following :— 


Binder Liners. Carpet Knives. 

Binder Sections. Check Bits for Chaff Cutters. 
Chaff Knives. Cloth Knives. 

Cigarette Knives. Cultivator Points. 
Cultivator Feet. Finger Lining Sections. 
Tynes and Shares. Harrow Discs. 
Guillotine Knives. Hooks. 

Hay Knives. Lawn Mower Spirals. 
Horse Hoes. Ledger Blades. 

Lawn Mower Bottom Blades. Machine Sickles. 
Marmalade Cutters. Mower Sections. 

Meat Slicing Machines. Notch Plates. 

Mouth Plates for Chaff Cut- Plane Iron (Machine). 


ters. Plough Coulters. 
Paper and Stationery Trade Plough Plates. 

Knives. Pulper Knives and Graters. 
Plough Discs. Roller Bars and Bottom 
Reaper Rivets Sections and Plates. 

Liners. Shear Blades. 

Scythes. Sickles. 


Tobacco Knives. 
Turnip Hoes. 


Slicer Knives. 

Spiral Knives. 

Turnip Knives. 

Bacon Slicing Knives. 
Saws. 





EXPORT SECTION. 


WHITE AND GREEN LEATHER FOR MANU- 
FACTURE OF GILL-BOX AND COMBING 
LEATHERS. 

Exports To UNITED STarus. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is now in a position to consider applications for 
licences to export to the United States of America limited 
quantities of white and green leather which previously to 
this date have been specially prepared for manufacture of 
gill-box and combing leathers. Consideration will only be 
given to applicaticns accompanied by evidence that the 
Director of Raw Materials, Imperial House, Caxton Street, 
S.W. 1, has consented to the use of the hides employed in 

the preparation of the leather. 








EXPORT OF BRISTLES. 


The Director of the War Trade Department also announces, 
for the information of bristle merchants, that he is now in 
a position to consider applications for licences to export to 
approved destinations limited quantities of the grades of 
bristles specified below. : 

It must be understood that export facilities can only be 
granted where adequate stocks exist; and accordingly 
licences cannot as a matter of course be granted in the case 
of every application which may be received. 

Exporters are also warned that it may be found desirable 
to modify this policy at any time without previous notice 
being given. 

GRADES OF BRISTLES. 
Siberian Otborni, Yellow Grey 6% in., 63 in. 
Siberian Okatka, Yellow Grey 54/6 in. 
Russian Okatka, 54 in. and up, all colours. 
Undressed Dark Shoe Hairs, up to 35/- per lb. 
Light Lecks, 5 in. and up, from 35/- per Ib. and up. 














GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—contimued. 





Dark Lecks, 5 in. and up, from 26/7 per lb. and up. 

Schuster and Schlag, Yellow Grey 4 in. 

Auszug. 

Light Pinsel, with small proportion of White. 

Dark Indian, 31/41 in. and 5} in. and up. 

White Indian, 53 in. and up. 

Hankow, short assortment 2 in. to 3 in. shipped from China 
previous to lst September, 1918. 

Tsingtau, Tientsin and Newchwang, 6{ in, and up. 


Hongkong, White, A., B. and C. 





TRANSHIPMENT OF “PROHIBITED GOODS” 
IN BRITISH COLONIAL PORTS. 


The Director of the War Trade Department further 
announces for the information of shipping agents and others 
concerned, that in cases where prohibited goods exported 
from this country to a neutral destination abroad have to 
be transhipped in British Colonial ports, the authorities 
at those ports require proof to be produced that the export 
or transhipment of the goods in this country has been 
authorised by the Home Authorities. 


The Board of H.M. Customs and Excise have made 
arrangements by which Collectors will, on the request of the 
shippers, certify 

(1) a Form, S.73, in the case of prohibited goods ex- 
ported from this country; and 
(2) a duplicate shipping bill in the case of prohibited 
goods transhipped in this country, 
for production to the Authorities in the British Colonial 
port of transhipment abroad. 


Several instances have ocqurred in which prohibited 
goods have been refused transhipment in Colonial ports 
owing to the non-production of evidence of the description 
outlined above. Shippers who export such goods from this 
country intended for transhipment in Colonial ports are 
therefore advised to be careful to obtain the certificate on 
the appropriate document from the Collector of Customs at 
the port of shipment in the United Kingdom, and to forward 
the document to their agents abroad for production to the 
Colonial Authorities. 





TEXTILE SECTION. 





IMPORTED FLAX SEED (CONTROL) NOTICE, 
1918, 


The Minister of Munitions also gives notice, under date 
25th October, and orders as follows :— 

1. He hereby gives notice of an intention to take posses- 
sion of all Fibre Sowing Flax Seed imported, or to be 
imported, into Ireland at any time subsequent to 28th 
September, 1918. 

If after this notice any person, without the consent of the 
Minister of Munitions, sells, removes, or secretes any seed 
of the description aforesaid, or deals with it in any way 
contrary to any conditions imposed in any licence, permit or 
order that may have been granted in respect thereof he 
shall be guilty of an offence against the said Reguiations. 

2. Ii shall be the duty of the importer of any seed of 
the description aforesaid to furnish to the Administrator, 
Flax Supplies Committee, Belfast, full particulars thereof 
upon the arrival of any such seed in the United Kingdom. 

3. This Order may be cited as the Imported Flax Seed 
(Control) Notice, 1913. 





THE RESCUTCHED TOW No. 2 ORDER, 1918. 

The Minister of Munitions further gives notice, under 
date 25th October, and orders as follows : — 

1. He hereby takes possession as and from the date here- 
of all Rescutched Tow off Flax of the 1918 crop grown in 
Ireland. 

2. The Rescutched Tow, of which possession is hereby 
taken under paragraph 1, will be divided under the direc- 
tions of the Director-General of Aircraft Production into 
three grades, according to its quality, handling and clean- 
ing. and the Minister will pay therefor the following prices, 
a as may be determined otherwise in terms of clause 4 
hereof :— 

First Grade.—£135 per ton delivered at nearest Railway 

Station to appointed destination. 

Second Grade.—£125 per ton delivered at nearest Rail- 
way Station to appointed destination. 
Third Grade.—£115 per ton delivered at nearest Railway 

Station to appointed destination. 
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Fine Tow which is not Rescutched, Pluckings, Dressings, 
and Rescutched Tow which is inferior in quality to that of 
the Third Grade hereinbefore mentioned, will be paid for 
according to their relative values. 

3. Any person having in his possession or having under 
his control any Rug, Rescutched Tow, Pluckings, or Dress- 
ings off the Flax of the 1917 crop or previous years grown 
in Ireland, should, within two weeks from the date of this 
Notice and Order, make a return showing his stocks as at 
the date of this Order, of all such Rug, Rescutched Tow, 
Pluckings, or Dressings, in- his possession or under his 
control to the Administrator, Flax Supplies Committee, 
Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, in the form 
prescribed by him. 

4. Any person failing to make’a return in the prescribed 
form in terms of Clause 3 hereof will only be entitled to and 
will only be paid for his Rescutched Tow, Fine Tow, Pluck- 
ings, or Dressings, off the 1918 Flax crop grown in Ireland 
in terms of the price for such off the 1917 Flax crop or 
previous years, as set out in Clause 2 of the Rescutched 
Tow Order, 1918. 

5. If after this Notice and Order any person having 
control of any Rescutched Tow referred to hereunder sells, 
removes, or secretes such Rescutched Tow, except upon the 
terms provided in this Order, he will be guilty of an offence 
against the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

6. All communications in connection with this Notice and 
Order should be made to the Administrator, Flax Supplies 
Committee, Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast. 

7. This Order may be cited as the 1918 Crop Rescutched 
Tow (Ireland) Order. 


By Order of the Minister of Munitions. 





DEFENCE OF THE REALM 
REGULATIONS. 


An Order-in-Council, dated 23rd October, amends Defence 
of the Realm Regulations 2z and 39c¢. The texts of the 
Regulations as amended are now as follows, the new word- 
ing in the former Regulation being printed in italics :— 


CONTROL OF WAR MATERIAL, FOOD, ETC. 


Regulation 2E, as amended, reads as follows :— 

The Admiralty, Army Council or Air Council or the 
Minister of Munitions may by order regulate, restrict, or 
prohibit the manufacture, use, purchase, sale, repair, de- 
livery of or payment for, or other dealing in, any war 
material, food, forage, or stores of any description, or any 
article required for or in connection with the production 
thereof, and if any person refuses to sell, repair, or deliver 
any article the sale, repair, or delivery whereof is regulated 
by any such order, he may be required by the Admiralty, 
Army Council or Air Council or the Minister of Munitions 
to sell or repair it on the terns and subject to the conditions 
on and subject to which the sale or repair thereof is author- 
ised by the order, and to deliver it to them or to any person 
or persons named by them, delivery to be made in such 
quantities and at such times and places as may be specified 
by them or on their behalf. 

If any person fails to comply with any provision of any 
such order or any requirements made thereunder, or aids 
or abets any other person, whether or not such other person 
is in the United Kingdom, in doing anything which, if done 
in the United Kingdom, would be a contravention of any 
such order, he shall be guilty of an offence against these 
regulations. : 

The Food Controller may, as respects articles to which 
his powers under Regulations 2F to 23 extend, exercise the 
like powers as are by this regulation conferred on the 
Admiralty, Army Council, Air Council, and Minister of 
Munitions, and the Food Controller may by order direct 
that any action in contravention of, or failure to comply 
with, this regulation or any order or requirement made 
thereunder, shall, so far as it relates to the powers of the 
Food Controller, instead of being an offence, be a summary 
offence against these regulations, and this regulation shall 
have effect accordingly. 





REGISTRATION OF SHIPS. 


After Regulation 39¢ the following Regulation is in- 
serted :— 

_39GG6 (1) Notwithstanding anything in the Merchant Ship- 
ping Acts 1894 to 1916, the registry of a British ship regi- 
stered in the United Kingdom which has been constructively 
lost shall not be considered as closed unless the Board ot 
Trade so direct. 


[. 
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(2) If the Board of Trade after considering the case of any 
such ship as aforesaid determine to give no such direction 
as aforesaid, they shall forthwith give notice of their -de- 
termination to the Registrar of Shipping at the ship’s port 
of registry, and the Registrar shall thereupon transmit the 
ship’s certificate of registry to the owner of the ship. 





POSTAL SECTION. 





CABLEGRAMS FOR THE UNITED STATES. 


The United States Censorship Board has published the 
following announcement :— 

On and after Ist October, 1918, no confirmation of a 
cablegram shall be allowed to leave the United States, 
its Territories or Possessions unless it be in plain 
language. 

On and after Ist November, 1918, no confirmation of 
a cablegram shall be allowed to enter the United States, 
its Territories or Possessions, unless it be in plain 
language. 

It is to be noted that code confirmations will not be 
passed by the Postal Censorship even when accom- 
panied by what purports to be or actually is a transla- 
tion thereof. 

In accordance with these regulations, postal packets ad- 
dressed to the United States containing the original text of 
code cablegrams will in future be stopped by the British 
Censorship. : 





_ 


LOSS OF MAILS AT SEA. 


The Postmaster-General announces the loss at sea through 
enemy action of letter mails for Tripoli, North Africa, con- 
taining unregistered correspondence which reached the 
General Post Office, London, fer despatch after 6 p.m. on 
14th September last and up to 6 p.m. on 4th October. 





-_—— 


GENERAL SECTION. 


THE TURF (IRELAND) ORDER,’ 1918. 

The following Order, dated 7th October, has been made 
by the Board of Trade and acquiesced in by the Chief Secre- 
tary of Ireland :— 

In exercise of the powers conferred upon them under the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations numbered 23 and 233, and 
of all other powers enabling them in that behalf and for the 
purpose of making arrangements with the Chief Secretary 
for the exercise by the Chief Secretary, or some person 
delegated by him, on behalf of the Board of Trade of the 
powers of the Board of Trade under Regulations numbered 
2B, 2F, 26, and 2n, the Board of Trade hereby order that :— 

(1) The Chief Secretary or any person nominated by him 
may exercise on behalf of the Board of Trade the powers of 
the Board of Trade under Regulations numbered 2p, 2r, 2c, 
and 2H with respect to Turf. 

(2) (a) This Order’shall extend only to Ireland. 

(b) This Order may be cited as the Turf (Ireland) 
Order, 1918. 








CENSUS OF RUBBER. 


The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order requiring 
a return to be made on or before 7th November of all raw 
rubber and all waste and reclaimed rubber in the United 
Kingdom by all persons who on 31st October held or con- 


trolled stocks exceeding one ton. The return must be made 


_ to the Controller of Rubber, Ministry of Munitions, 1, 


Grosvenor Place, London, S.W. 1. 





RUBBER (RETURNS) ORDER, 1918. 


The Minister of Munitions has issued, under date 25th 
October, an Order, as follows :— 


1. All persons shall, on or before 7th November, send in 
to the Controller of Rubber, Ministry of Munitions, 1, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1, a return in accordance 
with the schedule hereto of all raw rubber and all waste and 
reclaimed rubber situated in the United Kingdom in their 
possession or under their control on 3lst October, 1918. 

Notwithstanding the above, no return is required from 
any person whose total stock of rubber in his possession or 
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under his control on 31st October, 1918, shall not exceed one 
ton. 

2. The said return shall be verified by the signature of 
the person required to furnish the same, or where such 
person is a firm or corporation, by the mpentete of a partner, 
director or other responsible officer. 


3. This Order may be cited as the Rubber (Returns) 


Order, 1918. 
THE SCHEDULE. 
Address showing 
| ' where rubber Name of 
Description. Grade. Quantity. situated. Owner. 


Signature of person furnishing return....... al 





MAXIMUM PRICES FOR CERTAIN BRANDS OF 
MATCHES. 

Pursuant to the Matches Order, 1917, and the Matches 
Order (No. 2), 1917, the Tobacco and Matches Control Board 
have given notice, under date 23rd October, that until 
further notice :— 

In addition to the matches mentioned in the Official 
Schedule of Manufacturers and Wholesale Dealers Prices for 
Matches issued by the Totacco and Matches Control Board, 
and dated 23rd April, 1918 (see p. 493 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’’ of 25th April), the following Brands of 
Matches may be sold at a price not exceeding the price 
hereinafter mentioned : — 

Size No. 1 Safety, ‘‘Blue Cross,’’ ‘‘Moon,’’ ‘‘Westminster 
Abbey,”’ and ‘‘Telephone.”’ | 


1 gross. 30 gross. 60 gross 150 gross 
and up. and up. and up - up. 
s. d. s. d. s. d. 
Per gross 9 11 9 8 9 4 9 0 


(Retail price ld. per box.) 





COAL MINES (WAR WAGE PAYMENT) 
SUPPLEMENTARY DIRECTIONS, 1918. 
The Board of Trade have issued, under date 22nd October, 


the following directions respecting the payment of a war 
wage to colliery workers: — 


Whereas the Board of Trade, on 5th July, 1918, issued 


certain directions intituled ‘‘Coal Mines (War Wage Pay- 
ment) Directions, 1918,’’ respecting the payment of a war 
wage to Colliery workers and the means of providing for 
such payment. 7 

And whereas the Board of Trade deem it expedient to 
issue further directions with regard to the matters atore- 
said. | 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade pursuant to the 
powers conferred upon them by Regulation 96 of the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations direct that :— 

1. The Owner of every coal mine to which Regulation 
9a applies for the time being shall pay to the Controller 
of Coal Mines the sums mentioned in the schedule hereto 
in addition to that mentioned in paragraph (1) of the said 
directions of 5th July, 1918, and in preparing and keeping 
the accounts of the said mine these payments shall be 
treated as an expense of the business. 

2. These Directions shall be read together with the said 
Directions of oth July, 1918. 


THE SCHEDULE. 

In respect of Ironstone worked with Coal 4s. per ton of 
Iroustone. 

in respect of all work performed at a Colliery by workers 
in receipt of the War Wage with the consent of the Con- 
troller of Coal Mines on or about the getting of Limestone, 
Fireclay, Ganister, Silicia and Brick Clay or on about the 
making of Bricks or any other work not in respect of Coal 
or Ironstone as abcve, such sum as will reimburse the Board 
of Trade for the amount of the War Wage paid to such 
workers. 

A. H. STAN Ley, 


President of the Board of Trade. 





| 
| 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 


THE WASTE OF FORAGE (AMENDMENT) 
ORDER, 1918. 


The Army Council have made the following Order, 
date 25th October :— 

Whereas on 2nd May, 1918, the Army Council did issue 
an Order, entitled ‘“The Waste of Forage Order, 1918.’’ 

And whereas it is desired to amend the said Order of 
2nd May, 1918. 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the powers conferred on 
them by the Defence of the Realm Regulations and all other 
powers enabling them in that behalf, the Army Council do 
hereby order that the expression ‘‘Forage’’ contained in the 
said Order of 2nd May, 191%, shall for the purposes of that 
Order mean Hay and Straw ‘and “chaff” or ‘chop’? manu- 
factured therefrom, and not as stated therein. 

Save and except as above stated, nothing in this Order 
shall affect the said Order of 2nd May, 1913. 

This Order shall be cited as the Waste of Forage (Amend- 
ment) Order, 1918. 

This Order shall come into force forthwith. 





under 





MAXIMUM PRICES OF SULPHURIC ACID. 


An Order will shertly be issued by the Minister of Muni- 
tions fixing as from November lst next new maximum prices 
for Sulphuric Acid in place of those fixed by an Order dated 
10th May, 1918. 


The new prices will be as follows :— 
SCHEDULE. 
Maximum PrIcEs For SULPHURIC ACID. 


1. Weak acid, z.e., acid of all strengths up to and including 
90 per cent. H,SO,. 


Maximum 
price Remarks. 
per Ton. 
Class A.—Arsenical acid 88s. © For acid of 140° Tw. at 


60° F., with an increase 
or reduction of 6d. in re- 
spect of each complete 
degree Twaddell by which 
the specific gravity is 
more or less than 140° Tw. 
at 60° F. 

For scid of 140° Tw. at 
60° F., with an increase 
or reduction of: 7d. in 
respect of each complete 
degree Twaddell by which 
the specific gravity is 
more or less than 140° 


Tw. at 60°. F. 
acid. of all strengths over 


Class B.—Non-arsenical 105s. 
or de-arsenicated acid 


2. Concentrated acid. 1L.e.. 
99. ner cent. H,SO 
J EN e 2.- 4° 
Maximum price per ton 


Mono-hydrate (H2S0O:). Class D. 

Content of Acid. Class C. De-arseni- 

Arsenical cated or 

Acid. Non-ar- 

senical Acid 

oat 8 nh a 

Over 90 per cent. and up to 91 per cent. 519 6 7 5 8 
o; r + 660712 0 
— we co 612 6 719 8 

. ae 7” - os 933 si 9 8 62 

“4, Me + ae 723899 

94 941 76 6 Sia so 

, 948 “| 789 816 9 

53 . go = 954 4 ee BD. 2&6 

95} 96 1 i8 3. .222 Ss 


Over 96 per cent. in both classes, an addition of Is. 2d. per 
ton for each complete one-tenth of 1 per cent of additional 
mono-hydrate. 

Certain additional charges are authorised for package, fill- 
ing and, in certain circumstances, carriage. 

All communications in reference to the new Order should 
be made to the Director of Acid Supplies, Ministry of Muni- 
tions, Department of Explosives Supply, Storey’s Gate, 


Westminster, S.W. 1 
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Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 43 weeks ended 24th October, 1918: 



































sie Week \43 Weeks || Week | 43 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
valida 24th Oct.| 24th Oct.|) 24th Oct.| 24th Oct. 
1918. | 1918. | 1918. 1918. 
| IMPORTS. Exports. 
Bales. | Bales. || Bales. | Bales. 
America .. .| 39,805 1,481,716 | —_ 175 
Brazilian - ke ~~ | 8,989 | —_— —_— 
East Indian... Ve — | 116,147 | — os 
Egyptian { a 440,914 | om 
Miscellaneous 3,372 | 105,086+) _ om 
Total | 43,177 (2,152,852 || 9 — 325 














*Including 3,025 bales British West Indian, 1,743 bales British West 
African, 8,611 British East African, and 2,747 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,” as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 26th 
October, 1918, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 

Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 

8. ad. a. d. s. @ 

Week ended 20th October, 1918 3 @ 60 3 50 5 
es ” a orn - | @ 4 31 10 290 «8 
ee ee am i ae le 31 10 20 1 

oa . wv Or Ss 28 2 17 9 

1914 .. ae - ok ae ae 28 3 23 7 

1915 .. “ff ‘i | 50 83 46 2 29 1 

1916 .. ua 5 . | 62 10 54 «6 32 10 
1917... PH -s ..| 70 10 60 | 43 0 





*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperig] pounds for every bushel of oats. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 
to ‘“‘The Editor.’’ 


All editorial communications should be addressed 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
H.M. 


London, 


cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are 
Stationery Office, 


W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 


Imperial House, Kingsway, 








es 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 





CROP STATISTICS FROM CERTAIN COUNTRIES, 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have received the 
following information from the International Agricultural 
Institute at Rome :— 

The production of wheat in Italy is estimated at 
94,485,000 cwts.; or 28:2 per cent. above last year, and 
0-4 per cent. below the average for the five years 1912-16, 
In the United States the production of spring wheat is esti- 
mated at 194,574,000 cwt., or 56 per cent. above last year 


and 41-5 per cent. above the average for the five years, 
1912-16. 


The total production of wheat in Spain, Great Britain, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Canada, the United States, 
India, Japan, Egypt, and Tunis is estimated at 1,072,738 ,000 
cwt., or 19:1 per cent. above last year and 8:1 per cent. above 
the average of the five years 1912-16. 


The total production of rye in Spain, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, Canada and the United States is estimated at 
59,642,000 cwt., or 26:1 per cent. above last year and 50 per 
cent. above the average for the five years 1912-16. 


The total production of barley in Spain, Great Britain, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Canada, United States, 
Japan, Egypt and Tunis is estimated at 230,040,000 ewt., 
or 3-2 per cent. above last year’s production, and 6-7 per 
cent. above the average for the five years 1912-16. 


The production of oats in the United States is now esti- 
mated at 438,661,000 cwt., or 3-2 per cent. below 1917 and 
13:4 per cent. above the average for the five years 1912-16. 


The total production of oats in Spain, Great Britain, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Canada, the United States 
and Tunis is estimated at 642,430,000 cwt., or 0:1 per cent. 
lower than last year and 10-8 per cent. above the average 
for the five years 1912-16. 


Maize in Spain, Switzerland, Canada and the United 
States is estimated to produce 1,353,468,000 cwt., a diminu- 
tion of 15°3 per cent. compared with last year and of 3-4 per 
cent, compared with the average of the five years 1912-16. 

In Italy, Canada, the United States and India, the pro- 
duce of linseed is estimated at 21,024,000 ewt., an increase 
of 20°6 per cent. over last year, but a decrease of 16-4 per 
cent. on the average for the five years 1912-16. 


The production of potatoes in Spain is estimated at 
44,903,000 cwt., or 26-1 per cent. below last year. The 
total production of that crop in France, Great Britain, 
Luxembourg, Canada and the United States is estimated at 
512,720,000 cwt., or 11-9 per cent. below last year, and 
4-6 per cent. below the average for the five years 1912-16. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS : UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE. 


DECISION BY THE UMPIRE. 


Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur- 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decision by the Umpire on 
questions whether centributions are payable :— 

B. The Umpire has decided that contributions are not 
payable in respect of :— 


2438. Workmen engaged in making statutory tests of 
chains and anchors, and not employed in a chain or anchor 
manufacturing, shipbuilding or mechanical engineering 
establishment. 


Notr.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part II.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
4th September, 1916. 


Where no reference is given to an Application, the ques- 
tion has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, as a 
matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordance 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise 
no question of general interest, or which merely apply a 


principle laid down in a previous decision, are not pub- 
lished. 


—_— 
<=—_ 
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The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British 


Trade :— 


Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for the 
Argentine Republic, Calle Reconquista, 46, Buenos Aires. 
(Agent in London—Mr. J, Ballantyne, River Plate 


House, 13, South Place, E.C. 2.) 


Belgium. ——British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium 
(Incorp.). During the war the address will be: c/o 
London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, 


E.C. 4. 


Brazil. —British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sado Paulo, 26 Rua 
15 de Novembro, Sao Paulo. 


Chile. —British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 
Chile, Valparaiso. 


Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The 


Bund, Shanghai. 
Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 
Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 
Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 
Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 
Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 
Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. 
Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 
Newchang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchang. 
Peking British Chamber of 
Chambers, Peking. 
Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 
Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 


British 


Commerce, Culty 


Egypt. —British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
l’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo. 

(Agents in Suez and Londgon—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad Street, 
E.C. 2.). 


Franee.— British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halevy, Paris, [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 











BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 


British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
- Nice. 


Italy. British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 

Branches— 
235, Via Sicilia, Rome. 
12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio, 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 


Moroceo.— British Chamber of Commerce for Morocco, 
Tangier. 


Persia.— British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 


British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 


Persian Gulf.— Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, c/o 


Eastern Bank, Basrah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4, 
Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. 
Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.—Branch of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Turkey and the Balkan States. Temporary address— 
c/o the London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 


Russia.—Russo-British Chamber of Commerce, 4, Gorocho- 
vaia, Petrograd. 
Branch—Kondratenko St., No. 17—19, Odessa. 
Agency in Kiev. 


Spain.—British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 
de Cataluiia, Barcelona. 
Branch—Avenida Conde Pefalver (Gran Via’, 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia and 
Canary Islands.) 


Tunis.—British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35 


Tunis. 


Uruguay.— British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon 506, Montevideo. 
N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be inspected at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


———L EE 








— _— — 


TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES 





IN LONDON OF INDIA AND THE 


SELF - GOVERNING DOMINIONS. 


These Enquiry Offices are maintained in London at the 
following addresses by the Governments indicated, viz.:— 


India. — 60, Winchester House, Old Broad Street, E.C. 2. 
(Office of the Indian Trade Comissioner.) 


Dominion of Canada.—19, Victoria Street, S.W. 1; also 
Portland House, Basinghal) Street, E.C. 2 {Office of the 


Canadian Government Trade Commissioner). 


Commonwealth of Australia.—Australia House, Strand, 
W.C. 2. 
New South Wales.—Sydney House, 26-7, Cockspur 
Street, Trafalgar Square, S.W. 1. 





Victoria.—Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Queensland.— 409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

South Australia.—112, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Western Australia.—Savoy House, 115-6, Strand, 
W.C. 2. 

Tasmania.—d6, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Dominion of New Zealand.—413, Strand, W.C. 2. 


Union of South Africa.—Trades Commissioner, 90, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 

Trade enquiries in regard to Rhodesia may be made at 

the Office of the British South Africa Co., 2, London Wall 
Buildings, E.C. 2. 
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H.M. Trade Commissioners. 


At HEapQquaRTERS— 
Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 


Canapa— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 


NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 


AvsTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGiegor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, Finders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—The Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, “a al (Telegraphic address, 
*‘Combritto’’). 





New ZEALAND— 
Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis. 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘“‘Advantage’’). 


Souto Arrica— 


Mr. W. G. Wickham (at present on an official visit to the 


United Kingdom). 

Cape Town.—-Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 


INDIA AND CEYLON— 
Caleutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, 0.B.E., McLeod Build- 
ings, 28, Dalhousie Square, Calcutta (Telegraphie 
address, ‘‘Ainscough’’). 


Straits SETTLEMENTS— 
Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen. 


British West INpIES AND British HonpuRAs— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt. 





.* 





Imperial Trade Correspondents, 


CanaDa— 


Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—Mr. W. J. Healy, Free Press Building, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, Prince 
William Street, St. John. | 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 

Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 


Quebec.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, . 


Montreal. 


Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
NEWFOUNDLAND— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, Montreal. 


Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


Aus} RALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Sydney. 

Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier”’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia. —Mr. J. K. Samuel, P.O. Box 218, 
Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 

Victoria.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Melbourne. 

Western Australia.—Mr. A. M. Oliphant, 4, Commercial 
Union Chambers, St. George’s Terrace, Perth. 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—Mr. A. J Denniston, P.O. Box 47, Auckland. 
Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 
Wellington—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 

Wellington. 


Sovrtn Arrica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. S. Neave, Library Buildings, Main Street, 
Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.—Lt.-Col. C. A. C. Tremeer, D.S.O., 
P.O. Box 839, Johannesburg. 

Mr. H. R. Eaton,* Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Pretoria. 
Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 





*Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor- 
General. 





Honorary Trade Correspondents.t 


East InpizEs-- 
British North Borneo —The Commissioner of Customs 
and Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. ‘Trade Comissioner—see list 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.—The Cummissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
Straits Settlements.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Singapore. 
West AFrica— 
Gambia.—-The Receiver General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province. 
East Arrica— 
British East Africa and Uganda.—The Chief of Customs, 
Mombasa. 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin- 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. 
Souta AFrrica— 
Besutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis. 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 
Wrst InpIes— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonia] Secretary, Bridgetown. 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Trinidad.—_H.M. Trade Commissioner—sce iist above 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Brermvpa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
Britisu Grrana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 
British Honpuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
Cyprus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 
FatkLanp Istanps.—The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 
F133 Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 
GiBRALTAR.—The Colonial Secretary. 
Honc-Kone.—Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Chartered Bank 
Building, Hong-Kong. 
Matta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivus.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands. 
SrycuELLEs.—The Clerk to the Governor. 
Zaxz1BAR.—The Chief Secretary to the Government. 


above, 








Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor 
of the Colony, Possession or Protectorate in which the 
Correspondents reside 
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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


To ve purchased through any Bookseller or directly from | 


H.M. Stationery Office at the addresses given on the cover 
of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal.”’ (The post free prices 
are Shown im parenthesis.) 


|.—ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :-— 

Annual Statement of the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom, 
1916. Vol. I. [Cd. 8632/17-18.] ~— 6s, (6s. 9d.); Vol. II. 1016, 
(Cd. 8714/17-18.] Price 4s. 6d. (5s. 3d.) 

Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
Kingdom for 1913. [Cd. 7616/14.] Price 3s. (3s. 6d.) 

Assurance Companies Return, 1916. Part A. Life Assurance State 
ments. [H.C. 397/14-16.] Price 6s. (6s. 9d.) 

Australia. Keport by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Trade of the 
Commonwealth for 1917. [Cd. 9160/18.) Price 3d. (4d.) 

Bankruptcy Report for 1916. [H.C, 136/16.] Price 2id. (4d.)_ 

Canada. Report on Trade for 1917, by H.M. Trade 
[Cd. 9150/18.] Price 3d. (4d.) 

*Coal Shipments, 1914 and 1915. [Cd. ae ] name St 

Ta Petroleum Pro- 


*Coal Tables. Statistical relating to Coal and 

duction in the World, 1886-1912. [H.C. 285/13.] Price 6}d. (7id.) 
re Import Duties Return, 1016. [Cd. 8004/14-16.] Price 4s. 

( -) 
eepenees alae General Annual Report, 1016. [H.C. 120/17-18.] 

ice 

*Consular Reports, 1914 Index. [Cd. 8003/14-16.] Price 54d. (7}d.) 
*Klectric Lighting Acts. 1882-1909. Proceedings under, during 1913 


[H.C. 296/14.] Price 3d. (44d.) 

*Emigration and Immigration. Statistical Tables and Report, 1913. 
[H.C. 295/14.] Price 6d. (8d. 

*Foreign Import Duties, 1013. [Cd. 7180/14.] Price 5s. (5s. 9d.) 

Gas Undertakings: Report and Statistics—Local Authorities, 1013-14. 
(H.C. 312/14-16.] Price 6$d. (9d.); other than Local Authorities, 10913. 
[H.C. 311/14-16.] Price 10d. (ls. hd. 

— KY Exports, 1900-13, at prices of 1900. [Cd. 7432/14.] Price 

5 

*Iron and Steel, 1912. Memorandum and Statistical Tables. [H.C. 
284/13.) Price 7d. (9d.) 

Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory for 1916. 

*Merchant Shipping, 1881-1911. Tables showing the Progress of Mer- 
chant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the Principal Maritime 
Countries. [Cd. 7083/18.] Price 9id. (1s. 03d.) 

New Zealand.—Report for 1917, by H.M. Trade Commissioner, [Cd. 
9175/18.} Price 3d. (4d.) 

*Passenger Movement from and to the United Kingdom, month of 
December, and —— = December, 1914 and 1915. [Cd. 7808- 


XI/14-16.] Price } 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Report for 1916. [H.C. /79/17-18.] 
( 
Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 


Price 2d. (3d.) 

*Railway Returns—Capital, Traffic, 
United Kingdom for 1913. [Cd. 8038/14-16.] Price 1s. 8d. (2s. 1d.) 

Shipping Casualties and Loss of Life, year ended 30th June, 1913. 
[Cd. 7367/14.] Price 3s. 6d. (4s.) 

South Africa. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Trade of 
South Africa for 1917. [Cd. 9155/18.] Price 3d. (4d.) 

—— Abstract for the United Kingdom. 1901-1915. [Cd. 8448/17-18.] 


(2s. 3d.) 
Statistical Abstract for the British Empire, 1899-1918. [Cd. 7827/14-16.] 
Price ls. 3d. (ls. 73d.) 

Statistical Abstract for tlie British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914, [(Cd. 8320/16.] Price 
1s. 1fd. (2s. 5d.) 

*Statistical Abstract for Foreign Countries. 1901-1912. [Cd. 7525/14.] 
Price 2s. 2d. (2s. 8d.) 

*Statistical Tables relating to British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates. Part XXXVIII. 1912. 
[Cd. 7667/14-16.] Pree 6s. 1lld. (7s. 8d.) 

*Tramways and Light Railways, Street iad Road, 1912-13. [H.C. 292/13.] 
Price 6d. (8id.) 

— and Measures. Report for 1914. [H.C. 148/14-16.] Price 3}. 
( 

II1.—MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS :-- 

Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British Posses- 
sions—17—111/18. Price 4d. (5}d.) 

Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom, April, 1918. 189—111/17. 
18. Price 9d. (1s.) 

[I].—WEEKLY PUBLICATIONS :— 
Board of Trade Journal and Commercial Gazette. (63d.) 
IV.—OCCASLUNAL PUBLICATIONS :— 

Agricultural and Trade Development (United Kingdom, Germany and 
‘United States). [H.C. 218/14.] Vriwe ld. (2d.) 

Alcoholic Beverages (1995-1909). (H.C. 319/10.] Price 8d. (11d. 

british and Foreign Trade and Industry. ar Statistical Tables 
and Charts. [Cd, 4054/09.) Price Ss. 2d. (5s. 

British Trade after the War. [Cd. 18/16] Price 2d. 4d.) 
(Cd. 8275/16.] Price 4d. (5}d.) 

British Trade in British West Africa, Straits Settlements, British 
Guiana, and Bermuda. (Cd. 6771/13.] "Price 6d. (8}d.) 

Census of Production (1907). Final Report, with Tables. [Cd. 6320/12-13.] 
Price 7s. 6d. (8s. 3d. 

Commercial Intelligence Committee. Report for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd. 8815/17-18.] Price 2d. (3d. 

Commercial Travellers: Memorandum as to Regulations 
Abroad. [Cd. 7031/14.] Price 9d. (ls.) 

Financial Facilities tor ‘Trade. (Cd. 8546/16.] Price ld. (2d.) 

Food Supplies (Imported), 1904-12. [H.L. 83/13.] Price 2d. (33d.) 

xc) Countries: Preference to Colonies. [H.C. 296/00.] Price 2)d. 
(4d 
Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom with Certain Countries. 
(H.C. 225/14.] Price 3d. (1d.) 

Germany. Goods Imported. [H.C. 143/11.] Price 1d. (2d.) 

Germany. Tariff Treaties and Trade. [H.C. 144/11.] Pnice ld. (2d.) 

*Mercantile Marine (Seamen Employed). Return of the Number, Ages, 
Ratings, and Nationalities of Eeamen employed on 3rd April, 1911, 
- — registered in the British Islands. [Cd. 6442/12-13.] Price 

Merchant Shipping. List of Principal Acts, -. ne ete., relating 
thereto in force August, 1917. Price 3d. (4d .) 

“Options” and ‘‘Futures.” Legislation in certain countries respecting 
Gambling in. [Cd. 8850/98.] Price 3d. (44d.); [Cd. 1756/04.] Price 54d. 
74d.) ; [Cd. 3280/97.] Price 3d. (43d.); [Cd. 3863/08.] Price 23d. (4d.) 

Railway Accidents during Six Months ended 3lst December, 1917. Price 


Price 6d. 


in force 


3d. (3$d.) 

Shipping Subsidies. Report on Bounties and Subsidies in respect of 
Shipbuilding, Shipping and Navigation in Foreign Countries. 
[Cd. 6899/13.] Pree 5d. (7d. 


State Railwavs (British Possessions and. Foreign Countries). [H.C. 
237/181 Price 7id. (10¢d.) 

Tariffs (New) :—Brazil (Proposed). [Cd. 7094/14.] Price 1s. 3d. (1s. 73d.) ; 
Bulgaria. [Cd. 2862/06.] Price 6d. (83d.); Chile. [Cd. 8364/16.] Price 











*Publication suspended ‘during ‘the period of the War. 





ls. (ls. 3id.); Colombio. [Cd. 7353/14.] Pnice 6d. (8d.); Denmark. [Cd. 
4267/08.) Price 6d. (8d.); Netherlands (Proposed). (Cd. 6435/12-13.] Price 
4id. (6}d.); Philippine Islands. [Cd. 4908 -] ; 
Roumania. [Cd. 2828/06.] Price 7d. (94d.); 

7854/14-16.] = 7d. (93d.); Servia. , 


Spain. [Cd. 6040 “F 
a Price 7d. Old): 

_ Cd. 7128/14.) Price 1s. 1d. (1s. 
Tea and Coffee (1900-10). [H.C. 275/11.] 4d.) 

*United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of picetet: 
whee ae Price id. (1d.) 

t Pnices, International. Return showing average prices, 1840 to 
ae [H.C. 45/18.] Price 4d. (1d.) 

PATENT OFFICE (BOARD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS :—- 

I. LIliustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every Wednesday. 
ls., by post ls. 2d. Anzual subscription, including postage, £3; 
quarterly subscription, lés. 

CONTENTS.—Otticial Notices—Applications for’ Patents—Acceptances 

Am of Speciiications—Patents Sealed— 
Renewal Fees Paid—Patents Void—Applications Abandoned, &.— 
Designs Registered—INustrated Abridgments of Current Specifications 
—and Reports of Patent, &. Cases. 

Il. Trade Marks Journal. Published every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
8d. Annual ~~ including postage, £1 15s.; quarterly 
subscription, 9d. 

Geaminns. nk; Ad of Trade Marks applied for, and the Names 
and Callings of Applicants. 

Annual subscriptions must date from Ist January, other sub. 
scriptions must be for periods of not less than three months, and 
date from Ist of January, April, July or October. 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-509. 1s. each number, 

1888. Nos. 510-561. 1s. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 562 et seg. 6d. each number, by post 8d. 


REPORTS-of Patent, Design, and Trade Mark Cases. 
1884-1886. Vols. 1-3. 8d. each number, or 10s. each volume. 
1887-1888. Vols. 45. ls. each number, or 20s. each volume. 
1889-1915. Vols. 632. 6d. each number. 
Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-5. 1s. each. 
Vols. 631. 6d. each. 
Consolidated Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-27. Price 10s.; by 
inland post 10s. 7d, 


{H.C. 


Cmransfnatinmn am an 








GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The following official publications have recently been 
issued : — ~ 


board of Education (Welsh Department). Regulations for the Pre- 
liminary Education and Training of Teachers in Wales. (In force from 
Ist October, 1918.) [Cd. 9180.] Post free 14d. 

Building Construction Contracts, First Report of Treasury Standing 
Committee (Colwyn Committee). [Cd 9179.] Post free 14d. 

Colonial Reports-Annual. No. 967. British Solomon Islands. Report for 
1917-18. [Cd. 8973-16.1 Post free 14d. 

Departmental Committee on Anthrax. Report of the Departmental 
Committee appointed to inquire as to utions for Preventing danger 
of infection from Anthrax in the Manipulation of Wool, Goat Hair, and 
Camel Hair. [Cd. 9171.] Post free &d. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. Bank- 
ing, a and Shipping Statistics, Ireland, 1916-17. [Cd. 9119.] Post 
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